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T H E

PR EF A CE

Preliminary fpeeck is expetled from all authors

craving the reader’s attention and favour to their
works, which they ufually declare to be written with the
utmoff exalinefs and regard to truth. Whatever the
.contents of a book may bey a preface, however unnccefs
Jaryy, muft fland before it : with this indifpenfible cu~
Srom we muft.therefore comply.

But indeed e Sball not dy qurft!p;: reafinable juftice,

‘if we do nat:jiv} /bri!‘tllmg’btrem PYaife of our labours ;
although we imn 13418, that teo many of our readers will
at ﬁrﬂ be ready’ fo c'j' ;bat "Gur pretenfions are nothing
but a common fbnp that writers are fuch Jlatterers of
themfelves, that thei?" pr{ﬁtf”.r & not deferve to be cre-
- dited, or even fo much as to be read. But we hope to
. . remove thefe prejudices, impreffled upen the minds of thofe
s. who have been allured to buy ill-written or. trifling
book:, from the fpecwu.r and mighty promifes which are
gwm at the beginning of them: This we think may
be'done by mentwning on{y the names of thofe travellers
\fram “whom #his treatife is comptled names which have
W Peen cekbrated by the commoh, voice. of judicious . men:
a2
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iv P R R F A C E.
Thefe are Du Halde, Le Compte, and others, particular-
ly De Premare, whofe defcriptious.are exceedingly live-
Iy and piftursfque.
The Fefuit Miffionaries, to whom we owe our hi ﬂory,
- were well qualified to. furnifb us with the beff materials
JSor this purtofe, by their education and great erudition,
their knowledge of various arts and feiences, and of the
Chinefz tongue ; their winning addrefs, their admittance
" into the court qnd Emperor’s_palgce, their familiar in-
tercourfe with the inhabitants. We have no reafen to
diftruft the fidelity of the above-named authars in their
various relationsy except where- the roligion: or particu-
lar intereft of the Fefuits order is.concerned. We muf
expelt few ufeful. or. entertaining accounts from thofe
who juft touch upon the coaff of a country,or dwéllin it
Jor fome time merely to trade ther¢ : we van have lit-
tle from them but a few notorious cuffoms; habits of the
peopley and buildings which remarkably firike the eye at
S/t fight. Their bhiflory of the manners, genius, and
produce of a country will be ahways found defeflive,

more efpecially as their education is ufually narrow, and -

limited to the brandfics o :ommafk, #:80:2he profeffion
awhich they purfuethery. We find Few ornone that tra-
vel into. China purely to' Wwite:the Hiiry of ity and that
Jor a good reafon; the jialons )’afizy of the people ren-
ders that country batﬁ?ydth%«ﬂc perfens.

So much we thoughl it pzcelJary Yo premife relating to
the fupericr abilities of the Miffionaries to entertain and
inflrul? the reader.

We fball obferve farther, that as there are relations
in almoft all books of trauels which are tirefome to a rea-
der, it requires but a kittle portion of fhill to omit thefe :
we need only confider thofe matters which pleafe our-
Selves in the recital of them, and which have an air of
truthy and accordingly to feleit them, in order to give
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{phem’ a-phace in- mM Therefore as our tabour can-
‘not- be great, Wweemny-vinture to conchude that the title-
-1 page alone. will be fufficient to recommend it, which pro-
| { Jeffes 20 give:an kifiory of a greas-nution in two fmall
| valsomes, taken: from-bovks' of large bulk and expence,
which the genorality:.of people cannot- purchafe. Indeed
we mighthave 'increafedthe pumber of our-pages; if we
bad ot been caroful.in the choice of autbers, fsveral of
whom. abound with incredible tales. - But-not to tire the
reader, we fball mention enly ‘one or twe fyshy from Jobn
Albert-de Madclﬂo,wbo was in-China in the year1640.
He tells us,  That in. the ifland. of Formofa, bblonging
S 20"the Chindfe empite, the forefts produce a hind of
¢ Borfe with horns, like a deer; talled Olaveng in their
¢ language, the flefb whereof is-a-grest dainty.” He
alfo fays,  That the Chinefe same crocodiles, fatten and
¢ aat.them, béing ‘one of their miceft difbes ; and that
€ there are rivers in the eaft in which syfiers are found
¢ that weigh twenty four-fidne ;- and that the Duke of
¢ Holftein has in hit cabinet two ‘oyfer ybells, which
¢ Oleariis bought of a-fearcaptain’s wife at Encluyfen,
“ weighing thirty-fix flone.” We think fuch authors mes
rit our negle€t. ‘
It is remarkable that the manners of the modern dif-
Jer not much from thofe of the antient Chinefe.. Pliny
Jays that filk originally came from China; that the Chi-
nefe, whom he called Seres, from whom is the Roman
ward Sericum, filk, like wild animals induftrioufly fbun
any communication with firangers; that they were of
mild difpofitions. They are at this day courteous and
gentle, but will not fuffer merchants of other nations to
penetrate into their.country. How admirable are their .
political maxims ! They demonfirate by experience, tha
Jfrom the natural produce of the ground the true riches
and profperity of & country arife: by the affiduous cul-
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tivation: of ety inch of  ground; they are énabled té ;
Waintain an amazing mudtitude of prople, who are faia
o be more in nismber than there are in all Europe befides.
It is computedthas in €bina there are feventy millions of.
people,-and it does nat feem to be'more than three times
- Whe: bignefi-of Gréak Byitain, which does'nat: contain a-
bove feven or eight milliens, How great adifproportion
do we find with refpett to -the number of inbaditants of
. 2hefé two cotintries! And-indeed if we caft our eyes upon
uny negletied country, for inflance the Highlands of Scot+
land, we fbalt always fee few inhabitants, and even
Yhofe difireffed-and pear: their circumflantes would ot
Be much Bappier, if they even had the rich metals of Pe-
ru, whillff they idly refufe to vill the earth, which always
Eratefully rewards the toil of the hufbandman. Riches
ebb fafter: out than they flow into a country, where the
natives thereof muft purchafe the neceffaries and c'ommu-
ences ¥f life from firangers.

We think from what has been faid above, that tbe
biftory which we qfer 26 our countrymen of this wife and
indufirious nation is highly <worthy of their perufal and

confideration.
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HIS celebrated Chinefe philofopher was
born in the kingdom of Lou, which is'at
prefent the province of Chan Long, in the
twenty-firft year of the reign of Ling van,
the twcnty -third emperor of the rice of Tcheou, five
hundred and fifty-one years before the birth of Chrift,
He was contemporary with Pythagoras, and a little be-
fore Socrates. He was but three years old, when he
Toft his father Tcho leang hd, who had enjoyed the
higheft offices of the kingdom of Long; but left no

-other inheritance to his fon, except the honour of de-
fcending from Ti ye, the twenty-feventh emperor of
the fecond race of the Chang. His mother, whofe
name was Ching, and who fprung originally from the
illuftrious family of the Yen, lived one and twenty years
after the death of her bufband. Confucius did not
grow. in knowledge by degrees, as children ordinarily
do, but feemed to arrive at rcafon and the perfe@ ufe

Vor. I, A




2. _THE LIFE OF CONFUCIUS.

of his faculties almoft from his infancy. _ He took no
ddlight in playing, running about, and fuchamufements
a8 were -proper for his age: he had a grave and ferious
deportment, which gained him refped, and phinly
foretold what he would one day be. But what diftin-
gmﬂxcd him moft, was his unexampled and exalted
piety. He honoured bis relatiqns; he endeavoured in
all things to imitate his grandfather, who was then -
alive in China, and g moft holy man: and it was ob~ -

- fervabla, that he never eat any thing, but he ,proftrated
himfelf upon the ground, and offered it firft to the fu-
preme Lord of heaven.

One day, while he was a ¢hild, he heard his grand-
father ferch a deep figh; and going up to him with
smardy bowings and much revetence; “May 1 prcfhme,
“ fays he, without lofing the refpect I owe you, to in-
¢ quire into .the ogcafign of your grief? perhaps you
k¢ fear that your pofterity fhould degenérate from your

_ % virtue, and difhonour you by their vices.” W hat
put this thought into your head, fays Coum tfe to him,
‘and where have you learnt to fpeak after this manner?
£ Fram yourfelf, replied Confucius; 1 attend diligent-
¢ ly ta you every time you f{peak; and I have often
¢ heard yon fay, that a fon, who does not by his vir-
5 tue {upport the glory of his anceftors, does not de-
‘¢ farve to béar their name.”  After his grandfather’s
deatb Confucius a‘ppl‘cd himfeff to T'cem fe, a cele-
.brated do€tor of his time; and under the direction of
fo ; great a mafter, he {foon made a vaﬁ progrefs into an-
tiquity, which he confidered as “the fource, from
x.vbence all genume knowledge was to be drawn. This -
‘Tove, of the augients wery nearly coft bim his ‘ife, when
"hz was not more than fixtéen years of age, Falling
"inta difcourfe one day about the Chinefe books with a
perfon of high quality, who thought them obfcure,
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add not- worth the pains of fearching into, “The
¢ books you defpife, fays Confucius, are full of pro-
¢ found knowledge, which is not to be attained but
¢ by the wife and learned: and the people would think
¢ cheaply of them, could they comprehend them of
¢ themfelves. This fubordiaation of {pirits, by which
¢ the ignorant are dependant upon the knowing, is
¢ very ufeful, and even neceflary in fociety. Were
¢ all families equally rich,.and equally powerful, there
“ could not fubfift any form of government; but there
“ would happen a yet ftranger diforder, if ai men
“ were equally knowing, viz. every one would be for

% governing, and nonewould think themfelves oblig-
“ ed to obey. Some time ago, added Confucius, an -
“ -ordinary fellow made the fame obfervation to me a-
¢ bout the books as you have done, and from fach a’
* onc indeed nothing better could be expetted: but -
¢ I admite that you, a- doftor, fhould thus be found
s¢ fpeaking like one of the loweft of the people.” This
rebuke had indeed the good effelt of filencing the
mandarin, and bringing him to-a better opinion of the
Jearming of his country; yet vexed him fo at the
fame time, as it came from almoft a boy, that he
bad revenged it by violence, if he had not been pre-.
vented.

At the age of nineteen years Confucms took a wife,

" who brought him a fon, called Pe'yu. * This fon died
at ﬁfty, but left behind him a fon called Tfou tfe, who,
in imitation of his grandfather, applied himfelf intire-. '
ly tothe fludy of wifdom,and by his merit arrived to
thd higheft offices of the empire. Confucius was cen-
tent with his wife only, fo long as fhe lived with him;
and never kept any concubines, as the cufton of his
country would have allowed him to have done, be-.-
cau& he thought it centrary to the law of nature. §

A2



4 THELIFE OF CONFUCIUS,

fay fo long as the lived with him;’ for; it feems, he di->
vorced her after fome ‘time, and for no other reafon,’
fay-the Chinefe, but that he might be free from all’
incumbrances and connetions, and at liberty to pro-'
pagate'his phitefophy ‘throughout the empire. At the'
age of twenty-three, when he had gained a confidera-’
Ble knowledge -of antiquity; and acquainted himfelf
with thetaws and cuftoms of his country, he began to
pro]c& a fcheme for a gcneral reformation; for then
every provmce of the empire was a diftin& kingdom'
which had its partxcular laws, and was governed by a°
prince. )
" T'o fay the truth, all the lxttle hngdoms depended
apon the empcror, but it often happened. that the im-
perial authority was not able to keep them within the
bounds of their duty: Every one of thefe kings was
maftér in his dominions; they levied taxes, impofed
tributes, difpofed of dignities and offices, declared war
azainft their neighbours when they thought proper,
and fometimes became formidable to - the emperor
himfelf.

Confucius wifely perfuaded, that the people could
never be happy, fo long as avarice, ambition, veluptu~
oufnefs, and falfe pohcy fthould reign in this manner,
refolved to preach up a fevere morality; and accord«
ingly he began to enforce temperance, juftice, and o-
ther virtues, to infpire a ‘contempt of riches and out-
ward pomp, to excite to magnanimity and a greatnefs
of foul, which fhould make men incapable of diffimu-
fation and infincerity; and ufe all the means he could
think of, to redeem his countrymen from a life of plea-
fure to a life of reafon.’ He was every where known,
and as much beloved. His extenfive knowledge and

great wifdom foon made him known: his integrity, and
the {plendor of his virtues made hin beloved. Kings
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were: governed by his counfels, and the: péople. reve-
renced him asa faint. He was offered. feveral high
offices in the magiftracy; which he fometimes acceptod;
but never frdm a motive of ambitiony. which he was
not at all concerned to gratify, but always witha view
of reforming @ corrupt ftate,, and amending .man-
kind: fer he never failed to refign thofe offices, as foon
as he perceived that he could be no langer ufefyl in’
them, Thusfor inflance he was raifed to a confideras
ble place of trult in the kingdom of Lou, his own na-
tive country; where he had not exercifed his charge
above three months, when the court and provinces,
thraugh. his counfels and management; were become
quite anotlier thing. ~ He correted many frauds and
abofes in the mergantile way, and reduced the weights
.and ‘meafures to their proper flandard. - He inculs
cated fidelity and candor among the menyand exhortr
.ed the women to ¢haftity and a fimplicity of mammers, * -
By fuch. methods he wrought a general reformation,
and eftabtithed every where fuch concord and unani-
mity, that the whole kingdom feemed 2 if it were hut
enc great family.

. The ncighbouring: princes :began to be . JeaIbusv.
‘They :€adily perceived, that a king, under the counfels
of fuch a man as Confucms, would quickly repder
himfelf tdo powerful; ﬁncc nothing can make a flate
flourifh rhore shan good. order among the members
and an cxaék obfervance of its Jaws. | Alarmed at
this, the king of Tfi affemhled his-minifers to confi-
der of nictheds, which might ptit 2 flop to the career -
of this. nesr goveriment ;' and after fome deliberations
the followihg expedient was refolved upon. They got
together a greit number of young girls of extraordina-
. bauty, who' had been. inftructed from thcu' infan-.

A3
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* ey in finging and dancing, and were perfectly miftreb

fes of all' thofe charms and accomplilhments, which
might pleafe and ‘captivate tite heart. - Thefe, under
the pretext of ‘an embafly, they prefented to the king
of Lou; and to the grandees of his court. - The prer
{ent -was joyfully received, and had its defired effech.
‘The arts of good government were immediately ne-
glefted, and' nothing was thought of, but inventing

" new: pleafures for the entertainment of the fair firan-

gers. In. fhort; nothing was regarded for fome months
but feafling, dancing, thows, &c. and the court was

- dntirely diffolved in luxury and pleafure. Confucius

‘had fotefeen all this, and endeavoured to prevent it by

" advifing the refufal of the prefent; and he now la-

-

boured. to take off the delufion they were fallem into,
and. to bring men back toreafon and their duty. - But
all his endeavours proved ineffeftual: there was no-
thing to be done: -and the feverity of the philofopher,
sthether he-would or-no, was obliged to give way to
the everbearing fathion of the court. Upon which
he immediately quitted his employment, exiling him.
felf at the fame time from his native country; to try
if he could find in other ' kingdoms minds and
difpofitions’ more fit to relith and purfue his -max-

ims. -

He paffed through the kingdoms of Tf, Guci, and
‘Tfoni, but met with .infurmountable difficulties every
where. He had the misfortune to live in times,
when rebellion, wars, and tumults raged throughout
the empire. Men had no time to liften to his philo-

. fophy, They-had even lefs inclination to do it; fory

as we have faid, they were ambitious, avaricious, and
voluptuous. Hence he often met with ill treatmens
and..reproachful language, and it is faid, that conipj
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m’xeo were -formed againft his fife: to which maybe
added, thet bis megle@ of hisewn interefls had reduced
- him to the extremeft poverty. _Seme philofophers a-
mong his. cantemporarics- were fo affeted with the
serrible fate of shings, that they had rufticated thein~
felves into the mountains and deferts, as the only
-places where bappinefs could be foumd; and would
-have perfuaded Confuciws to have followed them. Bug,
1 am a3 man, fays Confucius, and cannot exclude
¢ myfelf from dife fociety of men, and confort with
_ <% boifis. Bad as thic times are, I {hall do all I can to
¢ _reeall men to virtwe: for ia virtue are all things,
-6 -and f mankind wokld batonce embrace it, and fub-
% mit themfelves to i#ts difciplime and laws,  they
. womld not want me or any body elfe to infiru@
,% them. It is the daty of a good man, firft to per-
-$¢ folt  himielf, and then ta perfe@ others. Haman
- 8¢ mature, :faid he, camé to us fiem heaven pure and
- ¢ pesfect; but in procefd of time ignorance, the pal-
: 4 fons, dnd evil- examdples have: corrupted ir. Al
~6¢ comfifls in-refloring it to irs primitive beauty; and
- $¢ to be perfe@, we mutt re-afcend to that point, from
: ¢ whith we bave fallen. Obey heaven, and follow
-4 the orders of bim who. governs it. - Love your
- ¢ neighbour as yourfelf.. Let your reafon, and not
- ¢ your fenfes, be the.rule of your condu&k: for
. $¢ reafon will teach you to think wifely, tq fpeak pru-
~ ¢ dently, and.to behave yourfelf worthily upon all ot-
4¢ cafions.” —
-Confucius ih the mean’ t:me, though tie had w:th-
--drawn bimfelf from kings and palaces, did not ceafe to
1 travel about, and .do what good he could among the
. people, and among mankind in general. He had of-
. ten in_his modth the maxims.and cxamples of their
A 4
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antient heroes- Yao, Chun, Yu, Tfchin tang, Ven fam,
fo that they were thought to be all revived in the per-
fori of this great' man. - We fhall not wonder there-
fore, that he profelyted a great numbher of difciples,
who were inviolably attached to his perfon. He is
faid to have had at leaft three thoufand; feveuty-tweo
of whom were diftinguithed above the reft by their fu-
‘perior attainments, and ten above them all by their
:comprehenfive view and perfe&t knowledge of his whole
philofopby and do&trines. He divided  his difciples
into four claffes, who applied themfelves to. cultivate
and propagate his philofophy, eaeh accordmg to his
particular diftin@ion. . The firft clafs were to improve
‘their minds by meditation, and to purify their hearts
“by virtue: and the moft famous of this clafs were Men,
Tfee, Ac kien, Gen pe micon, Chung kong, Yen
" yuen.  The fecond were to cultivate the arts of rea~
-foning juftly, and of compofing clegant ‘and perfua-
‘five difcourfes: the moft admited ameng thefe weie
“Tfai ngo, and Tfou kong. ‘The  ftudy of the third
"clafs was to learn the rules of good government, to-
"give an idea’ of it to the mandarins, and to emable
- them to fill the public offices with honour: Gényeu
- and Ki lou excelled herein. The laft clafs were coh-
: cerned indelivering the principles of morality in a con-
- cife and polithed ftile to the people: and among thefe
~ - Tfou yeu, and Tfou hia, deferved the higheft praifes.
- Thefe ten chofen diftiples were, as it were, the ﬂowcr
«of Canfucius’s {chool.
- He fent’fix hundred of his -difciples into dlfferenl:
- parts of the empire, to reform the manners of the péo-
- ple; and not fatisfied with benefitiig his own country
only, he ‘made frequent refolutions to pafs the feas,
and propagate his do&rine to the fastheft part of the
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world. Hardly any thing can be added to the purigy
of his morality. He feems rather to fpeak like a dog-
tor of a revealed law, than like 2 man who had no light,
but what the law of nature afforded him: and what
.convinces .us of his fincerity is, that h¢ taught as fog-
.cibly by example as by precept. In fhort, his gravi-
.ty and fobriety,. his rigorous abftinence, his contempt
-of riches and’ what are commonly called the goods of
.this kfe; his continual attention and watchfulne(s o~
.ver his altions, and above all, that modefty and humi-,
-lity, which are: not to be found among the Gregian
Jfages;. all thefe, I fay, would almoft tempt one to be-
-lieve,. that he was not a mere philofopher formed by
«reafon only, but a man infpired by. God for the re-
.formation of the world, and to check that torrent of
.idolatry and. fuperftition, whxch was going to . over-
.fpread that particular part of it.. Confucius is faid to
have lived fecretly three, years, and to have fpent tbe
:Jatter. part of his life in forrow. A fcw days bcforc
his laft illnefs, he told his difciples wnth tears in his
-eyes, that he was overcome with grief at the fight of
.the diforders which prevailed .in the empire: “The
.% mountain, faid he, is fallen, the high machine is de-
. % molifhed, and the fages are all fled.” His mean-
ing was, that the edifice of perfection, which he Rad
" endeavoured to raife, was. mtu'ely overthrqwn _He
began to languith from that time, and the feventh day
-before his death,.“The kings, faxd he, rejeét my max-
¢ ims; and fince I am no longcr ufeful on the earth,
.# pmay-as well leave it.” After thefe words he fell
.into a lethargy, ard, at the end of feven days expired
~.in the arms_of his difciples, in the feventy-third year
-of his age. . Upon the firft hearing of bis death, Ngai
.cong, who then m,gned in the kingdom of Lou, could
As
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“not réfrain from tears: “The Tien is not fatished

" ¢ with me, cried he, fince it has taken awsy Confa-
% cius.” In reality, wife men are precious gifts with

- which heaven bleffes the earth; and theic worth is
never fo well know, as when they are taken away.
“Confucius was lamented by the whole empire, which
“from that very moment began to honour him as 3 faint;
and effablithed fuch a veneration for his memory, as
“will probably faft for ever in thefe } wts of the world,
Kings have built palaces for him in all the provinces,
‘whither the learned go at certain times to pay him ha-

“‘mage. ‘There are to be feen upon feveral edifices,
raifed in honour of him, inferiptions in large charac-
fers, To the great mafter. To the head dod&er. To
‘the faint. "Po him who taught emperors and kings.
“They built his fepulchre near the city Kio fou,
on the banks of the river Su, where he was wont
‘to’ affemble his difciples; and they have fince in-
clofed it with walls; which ook like a fmall city
this very day. :

. Confucius did not truft altogether to the memory

‘of 'his difciples for the prefervatien of his philofophy,
‘but he compofed feveral books: and though thefe
‘books were greatly admired for the doflrines they
contained, and the fine principles of morality they
‘taught, yet fuch was the unparalleled modefty of
“this philofopher, that he never affumed the leaft ho-
nour about them.  He ingenuoufly owned, that tie
-do&trine was not his own, but was much. .more an-
cient; and that he had done nothing-more -than col-
“leéted it from thofe wife legiflators Yao and Chun,
‘who lived fifteen Frundred years before bim. Thefe
- books are held in the higheft efteem and vemera-
tion, becaufe they contain all that he bad ccllgCted
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relating ta the ancient laws, which are Jooked up~
on as the moft petfedt.rule of government. The
number of thefe claffical and canonmical books, for
fo it feems they are called, is four. The firlt is
intitled,- Ta Hio, the grand {cience, or the fchool of
the adults. .It is this that beginners ought to ftu-
dy hir®, becaufe it is, as it werc, the porch of thé
temple. of wifdomr and virtue. It treats of.the care
we ooght to. take in governing. ourfclves, that wae
may be able- afterwards to govern others: .and of
pericverance in the chief good, .which, according
to him, is nothing but a conformity of our ations
to right reafon. The author calls this book 'Fa Hios
or the grand {tience, becanfe it was chiefly defigned
for princes and grandees, who ought to govern their
peoplc wifely. ¢ The whale fcience of princes, fays

¢ Confucius, confifts in . cultivating and perfe&~
2‘ ing the rcafonable nature.they have reccived from
$¢ Tien, and in refloring that light and primitive
¢¢ _clearnefs of judgmemt, which has been weaken.
¢ ed and - obfcured by various paflions, that it may
$¢. be aftetwards in a capacity to labour the perfec~
*¢ tions of others. To fucceed then, fays he, we
¢ fhould begin within ourfelves; and to this end
¢ it is neceflary to have an infight.into the hature
$¢ of things, and to gaim the knowledge of good
$¢ and evil; to determine .the will towards a love
%6 of this good, and an hatred of this evil: to pre-
#¢ ferve integrity of heart, and to regulate the man-
¢ ners according to reafon. When a man has thus
$¢ renewed himfelf, there will be lefs difficulty in res
$¢ newing others: and by this means one fees concord
“# and pnion reigning in families, kingdoms governed
- .. - A 6. . o
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b accorde‘to the laws, and the whole empm: en-
¢ joying peace and tranquillity.”
* The fecond claffical or canonical bpok is call-
ed Tchong Yong, or the immutable mean; and
treats of the mean, which ought to be obferved
in all things. Tchong fignifies means, and by Yong
is underftood that which is conftant, eternal, im-
matable. He undertakes to prove, that every wife
man, and : chicfly thofe who .have the case of go-
verning the world, fhould follow this mean, which
is the effence of virtue. He enters wpon his fub-
je& by defining human . nature, aml its- pafiions 3
then he brings feveral aalllp!es of virtue aad piety,
as fortitude, prudencc, and filial duty, which are
propofed as fo many patterns to be imitated in
keeping this mean. In the next placc he fhews,
that this mean, and the. praltice of it, is the right
and true path, which a wife man fhould purfue,
in order to obtain the higbeft pitch of virtue,
The third book Yun lu,, or the book of maxims,
is a colletion of fententious and moral difcourfes,
and is divided into twenty articles, containing on-
}y queftions, anfwers, and fayings of Confucius and
his dxfciples on . virtue, good works, and the art
- of governing well; the-tenth arvicle excepted, in
“which " the difciples of Confucius particularly defcribe
the ‘outward deportment of their mafter. There
are forne maxims and moral fentences in this col-
‘Jeftion, equal to thofe of the feven wife men of
Greece, "which have .always been fo much admir-
ed. The fourth book gives an idea of a perfe&t
government ; it is called Meng Tfee, or the book
of Mentius; becaufe, though n umbercd among . the
claflical and canonical bocks, it is more proper-
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ly the work of his.difciple Mentius. To thefe
four books they add two others, which have almoft
an equal repwgation; the firft is called Hiao king,
that is, of filial reverence, and containg the an-
fwers which Confucius made to his difciples Tfeng,
concerning the refpe€t which is due to parents. The
fecond is called Sias Hio, that is; the fcience, or
the fchool of children; which is a colle&ion of
fentenees and examples taken from ancient and mo.
dern authors, They who would kave a perfe&¥
knowledge of all thefe works, will find it in the Latin
tranflation- of ‘father Noel, one of the- moft encient
miflionaries of China, which was printed at Prague
in the year 1711,

v = mm— v .
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CHINESE TRAVELLER.
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General DESCRIPTION of the Empire of CHINA.

T HINA, by the weftern Monguls called Ca-

C tay; by the Mancheoux Tartars, Nican
m Kouran; and by the Chinefe, Tchong
koué; and the firlt royal family, who car-

ried their viQorious arms weftward, caufed it to he
called Tfin, or Tai tin; whence the Latins call it
Sina; the Englith and Spaniards, China; the Italians,
Cina; andthe Germans, Tfchina; is fituated onthe moft
.eaftern verge of the Afiatic continent, and bounded on
the north by Eaftern and Weftera Tartary, from which
it is divided by its prodigious wall, and partly by in-
.acceffible mountains. On the eaft it is bounded by the
"Eaftern Ocean, weft by part of the Mogul’s empire,
and India beyond the Ganges; -and fouth partly. by
the kingdomsof Lao, Tonquin, Hoa,and Cochin-China,
and partly by the.Southern Ocean or Indian Sea, which
flows between it and the Philippine Iflands. It ex-
_tends in latitude from 20 to almoft 43 degrees, viz.

[N PN
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~ fromnerth to fouth about fourfeen hundred miles. And -

from eaft to weft it ‘reaches-from: ninety-eight to one
hundred and twenty three, fo thatits breadth frem eaftto
weil is about - twelye hundred miles. Buttotake it in:
its utmoft extent either in length or breath, the former
st be taken from its north-ealt frontier of Xai yven,.
in the province of Lyaouton, to the laft ¢ity of the pro--
vince of Youn nam, called Chyen tyes, Kioun mim
fow; and then its greateft length will: be one thoufand
fix hundred Englith ‘miles; and if to- thefe be fill ad-:
ded the Ifland of Hay nan, (which belengs to China)
on the fouth of the province of Quan tong,.twodegrges
more may be added, and we muft reckon from the 18th.
degree infiead of the 20th, fo that fuch its extent will:
be one theufmd eight hundred miles. Is breiadth
likewife may be reckoned to a-much greater extest,
viz. from the town of Nimpo, a fea-part in the pro-
vince of Che kian, to the utmoft boundary of Su chuen,
it will amount to one thoufand two hdndfed and fixty
miles. 'As to the whole empire of China, it now ap-
pears to lie under the fecond, thirdg fourth,. fifth, and
part of the fixth climates;. fo that its longeft d'ayh are
14 hours and 45 minutes, and the fhorteft 13 houts
36 minutes, and its air is various, according ‘as itdiaws .
mearer to or farther from the fouth. In general how-
ever the country is moftly temperate, fave towards the
north, where-it is intolerably cold, not fo- much from

“the ﬁtuanon as from theridges of mountains that run

along thofe parts, and are exceffive high, and commori- -
ly covered with' deep fnows. Even in thofe parts which
run under the troplck, the winds that blow thither from
"Tartary render winter exceeding celd. China is reckon-
ed by moft people to have been the country of the an-~
tierit Sinz mentioped by Prolemy, and fo called from
one of its antient monarchs named Chin or Cina, who
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is £iid to have reigned hete above fifty years béfore our

Saviour’s- birthi.

But it juftly boafts  a-much older

date. - And though it-mightreceive a name from that
vnonarch, it in all likeliheod had many before; for it
js a maziim- here, whep the government falls from one
‘family to another, . the firft prince of the new always
gives his mme to the .whole country. * We.are told
there have'beén no lefs than twenty-two fuch families,
who have thusaltereditsname. Sec the followingtable,

¢

. 186,

22: Chim —— 12

Families
Cof - % Family

1. Hia 17 . '
2. Xam  —— 28 ~ ———
3. Cheou —— 35 ———
4. Chin, ———"3 ——
g. Han —— 27 ———
6. Hau hm——— 2 ———.
‘4. Chinll.: ——w 1§ ~ ——
8. Soum | —— 7 - ——
9. €ht ‘oo §  —
10. Laam 4 ,
11. Kin . . o— - § - ——
. 312, Soni, .—mm— 3 ——
- 13. Tam 20.° ————
. 34 Heou-cam —— 2 ———
35. Heou tam — 4 = ———
Héou chin — 2 . o————
17: Heou han —— 2 +re
- 18, Heoucheottem— 3. : e
‘39, Soum H. ——s 8 = ———
20. - Yoren - C o ————
2i. Mim ——— 2l ———

. Emp.of that - Years of that .

Family's R. +
.644 .
873 .
43
L 426
44
155
50 -
23
55 g
3%
29
8.9\.
10
13.
. 3
L 4
";
29,
8y
276
53

A13
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‘Fbe Chimefe, imagining the earth to be {quare, recs
-kom their country in its center. - The lndians, we are
old, called it Chin from ene of the kings abave men~
:tioned. But fomethinkratheritbadthat mameonaccount
-of its éme produce, &e. of filk, called in their language
Chin. The proud Chinefe look upon all the reft of
‘the werld as barbarians. -In their maps they reprefent
their empire as by far the largeft, and the reft promif-
cuous about it, and lefs.than the fmalleft of their owh
provinces, affixing to them ridiculous names, viz. the
kingdom of Dwarfs, of Women, ‘'of Monkéys, &¢. and
do the like in defcribing them.  They reckon there are
about feventy-twe kingdonts in the world befides their
own, which they-flick up in their maps, bike but fo
many nutfhells; or little iflés round it in the feaj or
* like fo ‘many little feattered Satellites attending. their
own Grand Plaset. Tartary, Japas, Tunkim, and.Co-
rea, they call berbarien, and a2l the reft much worfe,
and reprefent the -inhabitants as -rude, . brutith, vgly,
and more monftrous than baboens. But.fince th¥ Je-
- fuits firft Janded therey and gave them a bewer. notion,
and convinced them they were fo much better aftro-
nomers and mathematicians than they, it bath made
them lower their creft in fome meafere. Fhe difco-
very of this remete and opelent eountry by the Portu-
guefe, about two hundred years age, dazzled the ayes
of thofe firft difeoverers. - It was indeed in fome mea-
fure known to-the antients. under the name of Xeres;
and fome traffick was carried onrbetween them; butthe
vaft fandy defarts-and -inacceflible-mountains between it
and Indmg its grest diftance from- Europey and the old
Chinefe policy-not to-admit ftrangers among them, nor
{uffer theirown-peopletogo intoother countries, madeit
impoflibe for cither Greeks, Romans, orother nationson
this fide the Ganges, to know any thing of this coun-
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try or inhabitants, except what they gueffed by come
modities brought thence, and which were few, in come
- parilon of whatisnow exported. - As the Chinefedivided
the whole heaven-into 28 conflellations, fo do they
their country into twenty-eight provinces, ecach of the
latter under onc of the former, without leaving one of
them for the reft of the globe. They have indeed at
fength condefcended. to give Europe a place in their
maps; but they flill reprefent.it as-but a fmalt ifle in
the fea, whilft they enlarge the limits of their own pro~
winces out of .all proportion, und dignify -them- with
fome pompous title befides the name of their propei-
conftellations. The . origin of this antient natien i
julkly Jooked on like as once was the fpring head of the
Nile; but what their popular tradition fays of it doth
1o lefs deferve o be exploded, fince they pretend to
- @n antiquity antertor not only to thefloed, but even the
croation. But.what they have upon record, and i
univerfally agreed by all their learned, feems in genee
ral fo well founded it were as ridiculous to €all that
in queftion. . According to thofe records, this king-
dom appears to have been governed by its own mo-
natchs abore- fous thoufand years, by a fucceffion of
twenty~-two families, and two hundred and thirty-fix
princes in the whole. However, this monarchy, greatas
it is, muft be fuppofed like others to- have had but a
fmall begianing, efpecially as their moft authentic ac~
counts date its infancyonly about twe or three hundred
years after the flood; about which time -it is likely
fome: of Noah’s grandchildren, penetrating the eaftern
parts of ‘Afia, may be fuppofed ta have gone and fete
tled on the fertile and delightful fpot which is-on the
fouth-eaft: part of China, known now by names of
(L;)!an fi and Cysn.fi. Some tranflators of Chinefe
hiftory afcribe the foundation of this monarchy to |
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Fobi, faid to have begnn’ histeign a.bout one thouﬁndh
nine hundred and fifty-two_years before Chrift. . -,
_ Its walled citi¢s amonnt to four thoufand, four lun<
dred and two; divided into the two ordeis of civid md
military.  Qf the former. one hindred and feventys
five are of the firft rank, five hundred and fixty-of the
fecond,, three hundred .arid cleven of the third, threg.
hundred of the fourth, one hundred aud -fifty of the
fifth, one hundred of the ﬁxth, and three. bandsred of
the feventh. °. Thefe laft are- fmall forts, feattesed here
and there in the ficlds towards the ‘Tartaric' frongiers;
and fome on mountains to fupprefs rdbbers; the folr
dicrs being fometimes apt- to- turn free-bootets. .OF
thefe fortified phices :atié thoufund-are of the firft ranks.
the ftrength of the reft confifting more in-the ﬁtua~
tion and numerous garriforis than floutnefs of their
out-works. Navaretse reckons shem,-one hundreinnd .
forty-elght of the firlt rank called Fu, two hundred and’
Athirty-nine of the fecond called Chew, and one: thour
fand, onc hundred and fartysmine of the third called
Hyen. To all thefe different cliffes of citics we may
add cleven military ones afligned tacthedoldiery, where
dn they have Japds for their maiateshuces- four hune
drcd and thuﬁy-mnc taflles on the {éa-caaftsy: fome exe
. traordmary large:and well inhabited, two thoufand,.
nine' hundsed and’ twenty horoughs on the coafls,
moft equivalent to,towns, as the caftlcs are to walled
cities. Populous inland boroughs and villages are.ins
snumerable.  Thirty-two cities are wholly independent
on the cowrt, excepet tribute and bomage. - The- fa-
milies (exclufive.of foldiers, womem and ehildien, and
thofe who pay no taxds) smount to:elewen,million, five
-hundred and two shondasd, cight hundred and feventy-
tﬁo- but including the:army, and all;, the numbegr of
li'ﬂas is computed. fifty-nine millios, feven.hundred:
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and eighty-eight thoufaﬁd, threehundred and ﬁxtf-four.’

The army confifts of .nine hundred and two ¢houfand,
and fifey four to guard the frontiers, with nine hundred
and: eighty+nine thoufand, onc hundeed and fixty-feven
horfes always ready forauxiliary forces, amd {even hun-
dred and ﬁxty—fcven thoufand, mine hundred and fe-
veaty men-in the garrifons. -Newhoff fays, in his
time the vegifter made the' families améiint to ten
million, ninety thoufand,” feveni hundred and nine-
ty; and .that of fighting men fifty-five million, foir

thundsed and fixteen thoufand, four hundred and feven~

ty-fit, including horfe, foot, and garrifons. Other
horfes maintained by the crown far troops, pofts, and

meffengers, on.occafion,- five hundred and fixty-four

thoufind, two hindred. Public inns or places of en-
teitainment, for the mandarins, and others of the
hng,’s officers that travel on his account, all feated at
‘proper diftances - over the kingdom, amount to one

* thoufand, one hundred and forty-five; ];trgc barks con- ’

{ftantly. employsc&mbmngmg ptoylﬁon, ﬁlks, and ‘?ﬁ' K
sfaries, from the fouth provinces to the capital Pékmg'

mine thoufand, nine hundred and ninety-nine. : Where
4t is to be’ obferved, :they will. not add one. more to
that number, left it thould leffen the found of i it, the
‘words nine thonfand, nine bundred, and ninety-nine
"carrying a seuch -greater one:: .than baré ten thou-
£and. Chinaisindeed fo exceeding populous, that its

"-inhabitants {hould net be computed by thoufands but

:millions ; -for not only cities, but towns and villages,
.are crowded, whilft the roads are thronged as well a3
_figeets. It is belicved there arc two millions of fouls
‘in Kiamain, capitat of Nanking. And though this be
“reckoned the largeft in the kingdom,.ntany more

“might pafs for.the Dbiggeft in the world. The city .

-buildings are of bnck, neat, and wclfadomc:d, but the
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houfes low, chicfly one, at moft two flories, high; but
commonly of fuch lemgth and depth as to contain
three, four, fite, or fix families. The fireets are ge-
neraily large and frait, the publick buildings {tately e~
rough, though in-a different flile from thofe in Europe.
Every principal city hus.a palace for the viceroy, go-
vemnour, or mandarin; a public inn for fuch as travel
on the king’s account, and every metropolis has a- ftate-
Iy high rower, nime flories high, and another of feveny
which feem chiefly for ornament, being feen at a great
diftance, and from their tops affording an extenfive
profpect of all the adjucent country. Du Halde.men-
tions fome of thefe twelve oy thirteen florieahigh, every
one leflening over the other, with furprifing fymmetry,
and alladorned with fine painting, carving, gilding, &¢.
as alfo with bells round the top of the upper. flory, by a
chiin fo.long that theleaft poff fets themra tinkling; the
muofick of which, when it blows haod, is fomewhat un-
" couth, yet not difagreeable.

" The cities are generally fquare or oblong fquare,
furfounded with great high walls, towers, &c. with
one or more flately gate at each front. The flreets
sun in divedt line from. one to its oppofitey and are in-
terfefted with lanes running parrallel to. each otheg
and adornied with fpacious piazza’s, temples, and: other
publick buildings. ~Other cities are perfetly round,
others oval, within fide of the fame uniform fymmetry.
The far greateft part of them are well fupplied with wa-
‘ter from rivers or artificial canals which run through
‘them, branching into the principal parts of the tows,
and furni(hing fountains, cafcades, &c. ir ftreets, hou-
fes, gardens, &c. Batthe furnituré within the houles
by no means anfwers the beauty without, except their
fine cabinets, {creens, China jars, &c. Thofe-which
belong to the governours, miandarinsy &c. arc fifl
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léfsgrandand ernamented, the poffeffors emjeying themy
but pro tempore and on.oceafion.  They dig no founda-
tion for their buildings, but.lay the firft ftone on the
furface of the ground; fo that their towers, &c. foon
tun to decay.  But the generality of their dwele
fing-houfes are of - wood raifed on pillars, covered with
tiles, and more to be admired for neatnefs and commo-
dioufnefs than elegance. They have na windows frons
ting the fireets; and their gates and principal apart~
ments, as-far as may be, always face thé feuth, Their
beds are wery fine in. fummer, commonly. with em~
broidered curtaing of taffety,. of fome other thin filk,
to keep off flies and gnats; and in wintec they are of
coarfe fattin embroidered, and thick.cotton quilts jn
fiead of feather beds; and their beds are of joiners
work curionfly wrought. But the buildings they be~
fow moft.ceft on, and are whimfically extravagant ing
are their temples, which. they. rear, to a confiderable
height, adorned with every thing curious, and fill with
an incredible nwmber of idols, before which hang
hmps continually burning. They. reckan- about fous
bundred and eighty of thefe temples of firft rank, be.
fides a prodigious numberof others; whichin whale are
ferved by three: hundred and fifty thoufand Bonza’s or
prielts. Of bridges there.are a vaft number. One of the
oft famedis that overthe river Saffrany, which joinstwo
mountains together, and is: four hundred cubits long, -
and five hundred high, and all of one fingle arch;
whence ‘travellers call it the flying bridge. 2. That
In the province of Xang fi, and a third over. the city
of Chan chew, at the place where the two great rivers
of Kiang and Kan do meet. This latter is built yp-
- ©n one hnndred and thirty barges, chained to one a<
hother; yet fo as to open a way in any part of it tolet
veflels pafb that- continually failup and down. .Theig
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is-a great number of this. fort of bridges over the coun-
try, becaufe more convénient for traffick, chleﬂy car-
ried on ‘over thefe rivers. - A third fort is built on
pillars' without any arch: fome of confiderable length
arid breadth, ‘particularly that in the. province of Fo
kien; ‘which -ftands on three hundred pillars, and is
fix hundred and fixty perches in length, and one and a
half broad; curiouly built,.and adorned with parapets
with great variety of fclpture and imagery. A, fourth
- fort.are made with' arches, likewife of great length,,
breadth, ‘and beauty. That' at Oxu, capital of Fo
kien, confifts of onc¢ hundred arches, and above one
hundred and fifey fathoms leng. Their triumphal ar=
ches are commonly built of fquare ftene, nicely carved
with ﬁgures of men, beafts,. monfters, and have pane-
gyrick incriptions on thofe to whom erefted. The
number of thefe and the fine towers in every confide-
rable city is faid to amount to one-thoufand, one hun-
dredandfifty'nine; and among them are about one hun-
dred‘and eighty-five Maufoleums of exquifite beautyand
magnifiéence. '~ As for the numerous canals, we rouft
note, that in fome provimrces moft of their rivers are of
this artificial 'kind, and are not only broad, deep, and
commodious, but many banked on .each. fide with
fquare ftone, and have their ports, keys, .fluices, and
bridges, at convenient diftances. The roads each
fide of them are alfo paved, or made hard-with gravel,
and planted on each fide, as well :as are moft of the
banks on thefe canals, with rows of fhady trees. Some
" have large téfervoiss of water all paved and flanked with
’ largeftoncs, andthefefervenotonly toraifeand lowerthe
water of the canal, but likewifeoverflow the flat ground,
whtere rice commonly is fown. They reckon. ﬁfty-
cight of thofe large refervoirs, befides numberlefs in-

fetior ﬂmccs whereby thcy {upply their lands wltﬁ jutt
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as much water as they require. 'We mult fpeak more
largely of that whimfical curiofity jult mentionedabove,
their mountaius artificially fabricated into various
fhapes, fome refembling at a diftance a bird, héife,
or other beaft, &c. Which odd figures, though of
fuch prodigious bulk, plainly appear (though fabulouf-
ly afcribed to miracles, &c.) to be the work of art.
Thofe commonly called the Mountains of the Five
Horfe Heads, from their refembling fuch, are the moft
wonderful, and could not .be fabricated into fuch
fhapes without an infinite number of hands, and vaft
art, labour and expence. Same of thefe mountains
have very deep and fpacious caverns; others are pier-
eed quite. throngh whole mountains, for a great
kength.. . In that of the province of Fo kyen, near the
city of Hen: goa, is a handfome road about fix-
feet wide, twelve miles long, at the foot of two hills,
which' is paved all the way. with broad ftones, and
planted each fide with fhady trees, with benches to’
seft on. There are many. of thefe.caufeys cut in the"
fame:manner, fome between, others by the fides of the-
mountains, with-horrid precipices, above and below.

Others have fteps cut into the rock from the bottom to-
the top. .

+ This empire is divided into ﬁfteen principal provin.-
ces, befides that of Lyaou tun without the wall, which:
makes a fixteenth, viz. Pe ke li, Kvang nan, Kyang
fi, Fo kyen, Che. kyang, Hu quang, Ho nan, Shang _
teng, Shan fi, Shen fi, Se chuen, Quan ton, Quang
fi, Yun nan, Quew chew, Ly au ton, ‘The peninfula
of Corea is' now.likewife under the Chinefe dominions.

v

- Var. L. B
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ADEscrIPTION ofl'l:;- GreaY WaLy, which dividas
CaiNa from TaARTARY.

HIS celebrated wall was built by the famous em«

peror Tfin chi hoang, with a politic view, twe
. hundred and twenty-one years before Chrift. It -is
the northern boundary of China, and defends it from
the neighbouring Tartars, who were at ¢hat time di+
vided into feveral nations under different princess
which prevented their doing any injury to China, but
by their fudden irruptions. There was then no in«
ftance of fuch a union of the weftern Tartars, as hap-<
pened at the beginning of the thirteenth century, whcn
they conqucled China.

There is nothing in the world oqual to this wnrh,
which is continued through three great provmcea, viz.
Pe tcheli, Chan fi, and Chen G built often in places
which feem inacceflible, and firengthened with -a: fe-.
sies of forts. The bcgiiming of this wall is a large-
hulwark of figne, raifed in the fea, to the eaft of Pe- .
kmg, and almoﬁmthe famelatitude, heing 40°. 2. 6%
‘in the province of Pe tchehi.” It is’built like the wal!s
of the common -cities of the empire, but much widery»
being terraffed, and <cafed with brick; and is from
© twentyto twenty-five feet high. P. Regis, and the
P. who affifted him in making the map of the provin---’
ces, baving often flretched a line on the top, to mea- -
fyre the bafes of triangles, and to take diftant -points
with an inftrument: they always found it well paved,
and wide enough for five or fix horfemen to travel a-
breaft with eafe. The gates of the great wall are for-
sfied on the fide of China by pretty large forts: the ..
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firft, towards the-caft, is catled CBanig hiei kean; itis’
near the wall which exteads from the bulwark in the
fea, about a league through a country quite level, and”
then begins from this fort to rife upon the declivities
of the mountains. It was the Chinefe. general, who
commanded. in this place, thae cilled in the neigh-
boaring Tartars of Leao tong: this gave them ari op.
portunity of conquering China, notwithftanding the
great confidence the Chimefe had in this- wall, ‘which’
they thought an impregnable defence. ~

‘Phe other forts, and.which are as roted, are Hi
fong keow, in 40°. 26’. Tou che keow, 41°. 1¢/."
207, Tehung kia keou, 40°. §'. 157, two noted paf-’
feges of the Tartars, who are fubje& to the empire,
to come to Pecking; and Cou pe keou, 40%. 43/,
157, which was the way the. emperor Cang hi gcnerﬂ-:
ly tosk- to:go te Ge ho el i Tartary. This place is
abaus forty leagues from Pekinig, 3lweys afcending to-’
wards the nosth : it is a mountainous country; where-
he ufed 4o take the diverGon of hunting; the wiyto’
it f1rom . Peking is levelled by hand, and-as even as 2
bowling-green. There this great prince refided more:
than hatf the year, without ncglcamg the aEa:rs of the
empire, which he governed as'cafily as a private fa:
mily. When be came Tate from hanting, he never'
went to bed before ‘he had - difpatched all petitioners,
and rofe. next morning before- the day. It was fur-
piﬁng. to fee him, at the age of threefcore years, rid-*
ing among his guards, through the thickeft fnows,. in’
a light drefs, arnved ‘with his bow and’ _quiver, without’

ever offering to makc ufe of an- empty c’hmfe that fol+'
lowed him. - . '

All thefe places-are terraffed and cafed with brrck
onboth fides, in the provimce of Pe ttheli; buf when
you. enter-that of Chen fi towards- Tiés-tehing oucy

B2
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the wall begins to be only of ‘earth: neverthelefs on
the fide of Cha'hou keou, in 40°. 19’. ‘which place
the Mufcovites come to, ftraight from Selingifko, it is

cafed on the outer fide with brick, and fome of its

towers are very large, and built-of brick on a bafe of
ftone, but it does not always continue the fame. The
river Hoang ho has centry-boxes along its banks, where-
in foldiers keep guard continually, and fupplies the
Jplace of a wall, towards the bounds which divide the
provinces of Chan fi and Chen f.

- Beyond' the river Hoang ho weftward, in the pro-
vince of Chen fi, the wall -is only of earth, low, nar-
row, and fometimes of gravel, for it lies in a gravelly
foil, and in fome places is quite deftroyed; but in o~
ther places the paffages are defended by feveral confi-
derable towers, fuch are Yu ling hien, in 33°. 157,
Ning hia, Lan tcheou, in 37°. 59/. Kan tcheou, 39°.
Sou tcheou and Si ning; where- general officers “re-
fide with bodies of men. He who refides 2t Kan
techeou is the generaliffimo, and is called Ti tous;

the others are only llcutenant generals, called Tiong’

ping.

Ning hia is ‘the beft of thcﬁ: towns; it is finer,
ncher, and better built than moft of the towns of the
empire; it is alfo pretty large, for if you take both the
divifions, as making but one town, it is at leaft fif-

teen Chinefe Lys round. The induftry of the inhabi--

tants has rendeied the country fruitful, for by means

of proper canals and fluices, which they have made,”

they can water their lands, when they want it, - from
the river Hoang ho.  There are fprings in the ditches
of the town, from which they make falt; here are al-
fo manufactures of woollen goods, and carpets like
thofe of Turkey. 'The mountains are fo bigh and
fteep in the dift.i& of Ning hia, that feven or cight
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Jagues from the town they fupply the place of a
wall for about ten leagues. Sou tcheou is in 39°.
45'. 407 it is a confiderable town, but not equal
to Ning; cither for trade or beauty; though .it com-
mands the foldiers at Kia yu:-koan, which is the road
to Hami, and-in feveral diftricts of the Tartar Hal-
kas. The wall is only of earth in thefe parts,
but kept in good repair, on account of the neigh-
bourhood of the people of Hami, who have been fub
je& to the emperor but a few years. The walls of
Kia yu koan are:not of brick, but well guarded with
foldiers, who defend this important paffage. Thé
wall ends when you have pafled a little town (called
"Fchouang lan) becaufe it is fituated where two wall$
meet, one of which is in the valley which goes by
Lang tcheou to Kia yu koan, the other upon the
mountain which leads to 8i ning tcheou; but inftead
of a wall there is a pretty large trench, except in the
necks near Si ning, ‘which ‘are walled as in the
province of Chen fi.” The town of Si ning, which
18 36°. 59’.is not large, but furpafles Ning hia in
trade: all the fkins and furs which come from weft’
Tartary are fold in this town, or in a neighbouring
village called Topa. This place is of greater
worth than a.large town, although the buildings
are mean, and in a bad fituation. Here may be
bad almoft all forts of foreign and Chinefe commo-
dities, and various drugs, as faffron, dates, coffee,
&c.

‘When P. Regis was here employed in making the
map of the country, he found three or four catholic
Armenians, who kept fhep in this place, and fold fine
fkins which.they fetched from Tartary. The houfes
and (hops are much dearer in this village than in the
town of Si ning, which is diftant about fo ur leagues.

B3 -
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Jt is.remarkable, that this village isindependent of the ~

Mandarin of Si nipgs but helongs to 2 Lama Bonze,
avho is always chofen osit of the family that ewns thie
territary, This family ie.the moft confiderable of the
nation of Si fan, or Ton fan. The emperers of the
preceding family, thinking the better to preferve. the
peace of the nation, in making the place impregnable
where they kept their court, had built a fecand wall
a8 ftrong and furprifing as the firft: it remains ftilf
entire in Pe tcheli, feventy-fix lys from Peking, at one
of the principal gates, named Nan keo, and from
thence ten leagues upen the declivity of a high moun-
gain, by which the road lies to Suen hoa fou, and frem
thence to Tai tong in the province of Chan fi. This
wall, which is called the Great Inner-Wall, jeins the
ether to the north of Pcking, near Suen hoa fou,
where there is a garrifon; and is continued along the
weft of the provincé of Pe tcheli, and extends into the
. province of Cham §, where it is ruinous in many
places. . When we confider the number of &rong

. holds and forts built between thefe two walls; with the
works on the eaftern. fide, we canget help admir-
ing the_care and efforts of the Chinefe, who feem to
have left no means untried, that human prudence could
poffibly fuggeft, for the defence of the kingdom, and
for preferving the public tranquillity. :
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A DescRIPTION of the City of NaxxixgG.

HERE being fcarcelyany difference between she
-greateft part of the cities of China, as they are all
near alike, except in fize, the defcription of the three
largeft in the empire is fufficient to give the reader an
idea of all the reft.
. 4
NANKING, formerly fliled the Stately, Qpulent,
Nonfuch, &c. ftands in E. lon. from Peking, 2. 20-
Iat. 32. and is by far the largeft and moft populous of
all Chins, being affirmed by Dion. Kao aboyt fosty
‘eight miles in circumference. And it appears from
the ruins of its old walls 10. have been ftill vaftly Jare
ger, and has been computed ninety miles in compufs.
But then it muft have vafily fhrunk, Du Halde giv.
ing it now but tweaty at moft; yet the Chinefe afe
Biem, that if twwvo men on borfeback thould fet out from
ahe fame gate, and gallop round it by different ways,
they would not meet till evening. Its figure is moft
irregular, the hills within,and the nature of the ground
about it, not convenicatly admitting.regularity. But
by the removal of the imperial feat, and fince its be-
ang in the bands of the inveterate Tartars, fcarce any
footfteps are left of its ancieat magnificent palace, and
other fumptuons buildings. Even its once famous ob-
fervatory is left to ruing and nothing remains of its .
ancient grandeur but ruins of  temples, imperial fe-
pulchres, and other monuments. What there is of the
one third part of the city yet ftanding is well built, and
awell Glled with inhabitants, who drive great commerce,
and the fireets are every where fo thionged one could
B 4
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fcarce go thro’ them, well paved, and free from dirt,
4t is fituated at the end of a deep bay made by the river
Yangs ke ham, or Son of the Sea, and flows clofe to
the city walls, where it is two leagues broad, and- co~
vered with fuch innumerable fhips and trading vefels,
gilt.and painted, that the aftonithed Jefuits thought
them enough to form a bridge from hence to Europe.
This river has a vaft number of canals, which both fa-
«<ilitates trade, and fertilizes the country. This city,
notwithftanding fuch devaftations, has recovered a good
deal of grandeur in numerous lofty towers, handfome
palaces, temples, and other buildings. Many of the
ftreets, ftrait and neat, are paved in the middle with
large-marble flabs, and on the fides with variety of
pebbley and other fones cunouﬂy inlaid. XKao even
at prefent computes here 2,000,000 fouls; and tho’
{fome fuppofe but about 1,000,000, yet the latter is
not to be relied on, fecing it falls fo very fhort of what
moft-other authors do aver, The fertile and delight-
ful territory about the city hath a vaft number of
temples, palaces, pleafure-houfes, fine gardens, &c.
There is particularly, about fix miles from the town,
a pleafant wood, ahout twelve miles round, of ftately
pines, in midft whereof is a mount covered with fe-
pulchral temples, &c. of ancient monarchs. About
the like diftance, on the fame plain on another emi-
nence, is raifed a fpacious terrace of large fquare flones,
with four flights of marble fteps, and on that a temple
truly royal, and every way magnificent. Its roof is
fupported by a row of columns finely carved and po-
lithéd, - twenty four cubits high, and proportionably
thick; and every thing anfwerable both within and
without.” The gates are curioufly carved in bas-relief,
and inlaid with gold and filver. The windows are
fenced with a kind of gold net, fo furprifingly fine as
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to be fcarce perceptible. Within are feveral thrones,
inriched with all forts of pearls and precious ftones of
immenfe value. The moft curious edifice in the city
is the high oftogen tower, which is covered all over
with fine painted tiles, very beautiful. It hath nine
galleries one. over another, all adorned with. windows,
fine baluftrades, feftoons, and other ornaments in re-
lievo. Every angle of the galleries hath 2 bell hang-
ing to it; and the afcent to the top is by 184 fteps.
The infide rooms are all finely piinted, carved, and
gilt; and the upper gallery adorned with variety of
large figures carved in flone. On top of all is a fpire,
which renders. the whole fabric 200 feet high. - The
breadth of it is 80, but diminithes gradually as it rif
es by fertings- in at every cornice. A winding ftair-’
cafe leads to the top, whence is 2 moft noble profpec:
of the whole city and adjacent plain, which is no lefs
admired on account of its many fine feats, fummer-
houfes, gardens, &c. that furround it, as well as from
the diftant mountains, which appear in various thapes,.
formed by art. There is alfo a bell in Nankingeleven
feet high, and feven in diameter, 50,000 1b. This
city; befides the ufual tribute, fends yearly to the
emperor five fhips laden with the fineft filks, cloaths,
&c. &c. Thefe, which are called Lung y cheu, i. e.:
The Ships of the Cloathing of the Dragon, becaufe the-
emperor bears a dragon in his arms, are fo refpeQed,-
that every veflel lowers fail to them. Another fet go- -
conftantly hence to Peking every April or May with.
great quantities of peculiar fith caught in the neigh--.
bourhood of this Nanking, covered over with ice to-
keep it frefh: And though thofe cities are above: .
600 miles diftant from each other, we are told, they
are obliged,. under fevere penalties, to perform the:
B s -
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voy:ge in exght or ten days, that fith being moftly for
“the emperor ’s ufe.

'é - -4 4—#4»% 6-; ¢—L¢+¢'—H-§“&+¢4-
. A DESCR!P‘!‘!ON of tl:e City of Cnﬂ'eu

AHE city of Canten, or %angtm-g, lies'int lat.
23°. 30/, N. the capital of the moft fouthern
province of China, called the province of Canton. It
is fituate upon the eaft {ide of the large river Ta, from
the mouth ef which it lies about fifty miles. It is de-
fended towards the water by twe high walls, -and two
flrong waiter-eaftles built in the middle of the river
Ta. On the fand fide it is defended by a firong wal,
and tbrec forts. Canton s the greateft port in China,
and the only onc frequented by Europeans. The city
wall is about five miles in circumference; with very
pleafant walks around it. On the caft fide is a large
ditch clofe to the wall.

From the top of fome adjacent hills, on wh:ch forts
are built, you have a fine profpeét of the country. It
is beautifully intcrfperfed with mountains, little hills,
and velleys, all green; and thefe again pleafantly di-
verfified with fmell towns, villages, high towers,
temples, the feats of Mandarins and other great
men, which are watered with delightful lakes, canals,
aud Tmall branches from the river Ta; on which are
" numberlefs boats and jonks failing different ways thro’

the moft fertile places of the country. :

+ The city is entered by feven iron gates, and within-

fide of cach there is a guard-houfe. No Eurcpeéan is
- aHowed io’enter thefe, if known; I'have myfelf been
frequently expeled, after I had been-a good: way with-
in the city, when they difcovered that I was a Rran-
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-ger. The foldiers that keep guard are armed with
fpears, darts, fwords, match-lock guns, but moft of them
-with bows and arrows, which they ftill efteem more
than any other warlike weapon.

The ftreets are very ftrait, but generally narrow, and
-paved with flag flones.

" There are many pretty buildings in the city, great
numbers of triumphal arches, and temples well ftocked
with images.

The matives fay, that when the Tartars over-ran and
-conquered China, this was the laft city they attacked;
that they ldy nine: months before it; and Joft © 00,000
‘men in n:ducmg it. Daring that long period, the
tity was in no diftrefs for provifions, having free com-
‘munication with the alljacent countries by the river -
Ta. The furrender of it was at laft entirely owing to
the pufillanimity of the governor. He made private
articles with the Tartar general, and perfidioufly open-
'ed two gates in the middle of the night, by which the
Tartars entered, and made the city a theatre of horror
and mifery. 'Fhe'governor took this treacherous mes-
thod, to efcape the refentment of the barbarous enemy,.
who, while they murdered thoufands, preferved: him

. and his family. '

- The ftreets of Canton are fo crowded, that it is dil-
ficult to walk in them; yet you will feldom fee a wo-
fnan of any, fathion, unlefs by chance when coming:
out of their chairs. And, were it not that curiofity in-
the Chinefe ladies, makes them fometimes- peép at us,
we fhould never get a glance at them..

“Though there are no magnificent houfes in. Canton,
moft of them being built only one, and none more:
than two floreys; yet they take up a lamge extent of-
ground, many of. them having fquare courts within®
their walls.

Bé6
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They have all {uch aregard to privacy, that no win=
dows are made towards the fireets, but in fhops and
places of publlc buﬁnefs. None of their windows Jook
towards thofe of . thexr neighbouts.  Within the
gate or entry of each houfe, a fkreen is placed to
prevent ftrangers from looking in upon the opening qf
the gate; and you enter the houfe either on the right
or left-fide of this middle fkreen, where there ase lit-
tle alleys to the right and left, from whence you pafs
into the feveral courts, which are walled on all fides.

Their entertainments are held in a fort of hall at
the entrance of their houfes, which have no other or-
nament, befides a fingle order of painted columns
which fupport the building. The roofs are open to
the tiles, without any ceiling. In thefe they ufe no
lookmg glafles, hangings or fine chairs; and their beds,
. which are the principal ornaments of their houfe, are
feldom feen by ftrangers, who are not permitted to go
farther than the firft great hall. The Chinefe who keep
fhops, were lefs referved, and would frequently invite -
us to their houfes with great freedom, as they obferved
it would be agreeable to us.

The furniture of the beft houfes is cabinets, tablw,
painted fkreens, china, pitures, and pieces of white
taffety upon the walls, upon which are written in Chi-
nefe charaQers, religious and moral fentences.

They have no chimneys; but in their ftead, place a
shallow iron pot filled with charcoal in the middle of
the room in winter, which is ready to fuffocate people
who are not accuftomed to it. They have a copper
built in brick-work in their kitchen for boiling, much
about the height of our Englith ftoves.

The infide of their houfes are never wainfcotted nor
painted, but are covered with thin white paper.

The windows are made of cane or rattan. In wins
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ter they cut oyfter-fhells into diamond-fhape, and fet
them in woeden frames, which afford but a very dull
lighe.

The fhops of thofe that deal in filk are very neas,
make a fine thow, and are all in one place; for tradef-
men, or dealers in one kind of goods, herd together in
the fame ftreet. For this reafon, you may hear the
Englith failors talking of the ftreets of Canton, as if
they were fpeaking of London, or fome other Englith
city. The fireet where the china-thops are, they call
China-row; the ftreet where cloaths are fold, they call
Monmouth-ftreet; that narrow Rreet where men’s
caps, fhoes, &c. are fold, is well known by the name
of Mandarine cap-alley; and a narrow paflage clofe by -
the city-wall where lapidary and glafs-work are fold, is
called Stone-cutters’ alley; and fo of many others. The
- {hops have counters, drawers, and divifions, much like
our own ; and there are few of the merchants but have
a perfon who can fpeak broken Englith or Portuguefe.
So that French, Dutch, and Danes, are obliged to fpeak
cither the one or.the other when they trafick with
them, " :

. There are great numbers of market-places for ﬁ{b
flefh, poultry, garden herbs, and all provifions.. E-
very thing is fold cheap. Fifhmongers keep their
fithes in cifterns alive, Carp, and all other fith are
here in variety and plenty, but bave a maddy tafte. I
have feen the filhermen take great numbers of differ-
ent fithes in the ditch on the cafi-fide of the city-wall,
where a multitude of fmall boats or fampans are cone
tinually plying. This ditch goes quite round the city,
and fome {mall canals run in it; and as it has a cone.
nection with the river Ta, it is of great advantage to -

the city.
I was very much furprifed at ﬁxﬂ to fee dogs, catss -



3§ TRECHINESE TRAVELLEK

rats, frogs, &c. in their market-places for fule. - But
¥ {oon found that they made no feruple of eating any
fort of meat, and have as good an appetite for that
. which died in 2 dm:h as that which was killed by a
butcher.

The dogs and cats were brought oommonly alive in.
bafkets, -were moﬁly young and fat,-and kept very
clean..

The ratey fome of .whxch.are of » monﬁroue fize,

wese very fat, and generally hung up with the fkin up~
on them, upon nails at the pofts of the market-place.
« Frogs, which are the greateft dainty here, are fold
very dear. They are blick and lothfome to an: Euros
pean cyey but the Chinefe fay they have a very fine
talte. The raes, they fay, eat well; and fmake<broth
has been in reputation there long before it was known
to us. The frogs are frung upon a rod in the fame
manner as we do fith in England. -

In paffing through fome of their fireets, [ have al-
moft been fuffovated by the ftench of the houfes on
each fide; and particularly a fireet about a mile above
the Englith faltory, where there was nothing but
.cooks* thops. They had large hogs roafting whole,
and numbers of dogs, cats, and rats on the fpit, and
the cooks themfelves, with thetr utenfils, had fuch
a dirty appearance; that the fight and fmell might al-
moft fatisfy even the keeneft European appetite. They
fend about their vxétuals for fale with Cowhes, or
porters.

The common people eat four times a day; and are
fuch gluttons, that, if they are ever fo much engaged
in buflinefs,- they will haftily leave it, and run to vic-
tuals at the ufual bour. T have feen one Chinefe fel-
. low_eat twelve pint bafons of rice at one meal,” Rice
they eat greedily, and cram it down with-their chop-
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flickss whick would probably ehioke them, if they did
not wafh it down every now and then with a cup of Sam~
fhue ﬂsmding by them. x
In the ftreets of Canten, we often meet with blind

beggars, of both fexes, a difeale which fome imagine
js the confequence of their living fo much on sice;
but I rather think it may be occafiomed by the hot
winds that blow here at certain feafons. They are ins
deed miferable objeéls, and commenly go naked, ex-
tepting a treufer or cloth over theie middle. Their
tkins are black as Malays, and are fometimes {6 parch~
vd, fpotted, and full of runhing fores and ulcers, that
they really flinkative. ‘They go fometimes in compad
nies, and: are fure to-plague and follow the Europe~
ans; becaufe from' one of thém. they will get mote .at
one time than from a dozen of their own countrymen.
They hold out to you a coarfe chima bafon. I was
generally obliged to give them fomething to get rid
of them'; for till you do, they wilk not leave-you; and
if you are not on your guard, they will even run a-
gainft you with their dirty hands and difeafed bodies,
to aveid which, I have often been obliged to run into
fhops. The common failors ufually gave them pieces
of tin, both to fave their morey, and to avoid com-
ing into conta& with thefe moft wretched creatures.
The Chinefe themfelves are very uncharitable. I ne-
ver faw them give money to a beggar; but they ge-
nerally put them off with a fmall handful of rice.

Therc are a great many private walks about the
Kkirts of the town, where thofe of.the better fort have
their houfes, which are very tittle frequented by Eu-
ropeans; whofe bufinefs lies chiefy in the trading part
of the city, where there are only fhops and” warehoufes.
Few China men keep their-familiesin the houfé where
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they do bufinefs, but either in the city, in the more
remote {uburbs, or farther up in the country.

As it is natural for Europeans to flip no opportu-
nity of feeing the fair fex; and as the women there are
kept fo very private, that many of us have made feves
ral voyages thither, without having feen a woman a-
bove the loweft rank; we were now and then indu-
ced, on proper occafions, to pry into the moft retir-
ed and unfrequented. places, where we imagined the
females might be lefs upon their guard, as few Eu-
ropeans went thereabouts to difturb them. In thefe-
rambles, eur curiofity was feldom entirely difappoint-
ed. Sometimes we would pop in upon a parcel of '
young boys and girls, attended by their nurfes; who
were all {o affrighted at the fight of a Fanquy, as they
called us, that they would fcream aloud, run into their
houfes, and, by the noife, alarm the whole fireet.. As.
I have obferved already, that they have no windows to
the fireet, and have a fkreen of fplit cane before the
door of each houfe, we could not fee them, though
they could eafily fee us through that lattice: we could
only very indiftinétly perceive them peeping at us, and
pointing to us, withinfide the fkreen.

Now and then, on turning a corner, or entering a
private ftreet, all of a fudden we found ourfelves in the
midft of a company of young ladies converfing or play-
ing together; which immediately fet them all a {cream-
ing, and made them run for fhelter into their feveral
apartments as, if the devil himfelf had been chacing
them.

‘Thefe accidental opportunities made us very happys
for we frequently faw fome charming creatures, fur-
" pafling all defcription, and whofe beauty, it would ap-
pear, moft Europeans who have been here, are entires
ly ignorant of. Indced we eould enly be happy in the
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gIance of one or two fuch in a fireet; for tbe fcreams
ing of one caught without doors immediately alarmed
the reft of the ladies, and baffled our curiofity. :

Sometimes indeed, we met them at a confiderable
diftance from their houfes; and as their feetare.fo little,

that they cannot walk or run, but rather trip or hobble
along, and are often obliged to aflift themfelves by lay-
ing hold of the wall as they move along, this gave us
an opportunity to gaze upon them attentively, on thefe
occafions. They feemed fo affrighted, and walked fo
ankwardly, that I was fain to retire, left I fhould have
made them ftumble and fall, for whieh I {hould cere
rainly have been bamboo’d. - .

The complexion of the ladies is exceedmg fair, their
hair of the fineft black, dreffed up with gold and filver
bodkins, adorned with flowers. Their fhape is ex-
quifitely fine, and their drefs the moft becoming, natu-
tural, eafy and fplendid of any 1 ever faw.

Before we left Canton, they were fo familiarized to
our vifits, that the young boys would frequently come
or were fent out to falute us; bat if we offered to ap-
proach the houfes where their mothers-or nurles wait«
ed their return, they prefently run from us, and ﬂmt
the door.

It is reckoned that there is in the city and fuburbs-

1,200,000 people; and you will fcarce find a day in
a whole year, but there are 5000 trading veflcls ly-
ing before the city. The province of Canton pays
yearly to the emperor 1,200,000 peculs of rice and
20,000 peculs of falt. The military in this province
are 80,0003 and 32;000 peculs of rice and ‘8coe
peculs of falt are ferved out to them. The reft is
fold at fix mace a pecul, [A pecul is 133 pound
weight. A mace is feven pence halfpenny fterling.}
which may amount to 446,000 tacls, cach tael being
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£ix fhillings and .cight pence ferling. This fom is ap~
propriated towards payment of the military cxpence,
- which amouats to a milhon of taels yearly. The cur
dftoms on merchandize and the poll-money, which a-
mount to an incredible fum, are levied by 2 book of
ratcs, and paid into the treafury of the province,which
is governed by a Tfongtou or vigeroy, who has his pa-
face io the city; under him are all the Mandarines or
magiflrates, and Teylocks or governors of forts.

Few days pafs in Canton but there are proceflions
in the ftreets.  'When a Mandasine of note pafles in
the firect, or in the highway, he moves in great flate,
either on horfeback, or in a large chair, carried by five
or fix men. ‘Ifhe is a Tartar, or Mapdarioe of war,
be is on horfeback; if a Chinefe, and of the civil ors
der, he is carried in a chair. Several flags are carried
before them, and Jarge lucquered peels, painted black
and red, with large goldea charatters exprelling theiry
titles and dignities, -Clofe te the Mandarine. are carried
feveral umbrella’s, to keep off the heat of the fun. In
_the front are a number of men, with hagh -crowned hats,
with two Jarge pheafant’s feathers in cach, who maks

_ @ bideous noife, crying mccﬂ:;mly Ho-og, to warn, €.
very one to go off the ftreets, or ftand afide till the
Mandarine pais by, Next to them are fellows with
fmall chains in- their hand, ready to throw over any
body’s head, and to drag them by the neck, that do
mot obey the call, and flarid 3fide till the- Mandzrme
pafs by.. Aficr thefe a number of executioners fol=
low, with enfigns of punifhiment im their hands, fuch
as fword, ax, 8wc. wearing caps like 3 fugar-loaf, Se-
veral of them have large picces of lacquered wood,
painted black, which they drag after them, and with
which they bamboe or baftinadp a delinquent. The
eriminat is thyown oa his face, and the bamboo-men
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give him 2+ many blaws on the buttocks us his woer
&ip the Mandarine is pleafed tp order.

The Englith faflorics ate fituate in one of the M
flecets in town. It is very Jarge, has a number of
courtsy halls and -wareboufes, with convenient rooms
for lodging a great number of poople. Onc large:gate
opens to the ‘fireet, and amother to the water, where
our boats load and unload, - At each gate a centinal
# képt day and aight, There is alfo a petty officer
ppointed to. fee the centinels duly rclieved, and the
porters or cawlics do their duty; to take an account
of all goods that come into, or go out of the falkorys
t© prepare rooms for.the. officérs and people, when
they come to refide. fome linke time in the fatorys ta
entertain the officers and men; and, in a word, to fea
that cvery thing is kept in order.

- All the efficers and men are allowed a certain timeg
to refide and do bufinefs in Canton, according to theic
fation, which they do by tmrns. In ‘the fabory,
while I was there, 1 have feen fisty people cntcrtained :
at once.

The temples and placcs of peblic worthip are tbe
moft magmﬁccnt buildings in Canton. "They are well
ﬂegked with images. The people pay profound ado-
ration to them, hy falling down on their knces hefore
them, wringing their hands, and beating their forea

- beads againft the ground. Thefe temples, or Jofs-
boufes, 28 they are coemmonly called, are generally one
florey bigh, and are very numerons. They are dé-
corated with a great number of artificial flowers, em=
broidered hangings, curtains and fringes. One of
them, fituated inthe fkirt.of the north-zaft fde of.thé
fuburbs, makes a fplendid appearance. It is four @o-
reys high, has a fine cupola, with many eout-houfes
and galleries. A Chinefe menchant called Tingua,
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who fhewed me the rarities of the town, told me that
this grand ‘edifice was formerly a palace belonging to
the Wangtai or king of the province of Canton, be=
fore the Tartars couqnercd China, and who was then
an independent prince. Before the principal gate of
_the-temple, two large images, one on each fide, were
placed. Each of them was about twelve feet high,
with fpears and lances in their hands, fomewhat re-
fembling thofe in Guildhall. This gate led us into a
fine large paved court, and we entered the temple,
which fronted: it, by a few ftone fteps. The lower part
of the temple is built with fine hewn ftome, but the
upper part is all of timber. We went firft into the’
lower hall, where we faw images of all fizes, of dif-
ferent dignities, all finely gilded, and kept exceeding
clean by the priefts. The lefler images were placed
in corners of the wall, and one of a larger fize in the
middle of the hall. This large god who is placed in:
the center, fits in alazy pofture, with: his -heels drawn
up to his buttocks, almoft naked; particulasly his breaft
and belly, and leaning on a large cufthion. Heis ten
times larger than an ordinary man, very corpulent, of
8 merry countenance, and gilt all over. I was next
conduéted up ftaits, where we faw a great many ima-
ges of men and women who Had! been deified for their
brave and virtuous attions. . S

The rooms of this cathedral are large and fpacious,
but very old and very much out of ‘repair, which con-
firms the above information, that it was originally o
king’s palace.

This temple is furrounded with canals and gardens;
but, for want of proper care, they are ftagnated, over-
grown with weeds, and ruins.

Though Canton-is but 2 4 degrees from the equator,
and js fcorching hot irr fummer; yet, about the months.
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¢f December and January, it is fubje&t to high
winds -and very heavy rains. The fudden alteration
the climate and temperature of the air then un-
dergoes is very furprifing. At this time, the people
of China take to their winter-drefs, which is lined with
furs or quilted cotton. Inftead of wearing fans, which
are ufed by men, women and children.in hot weather, -
they keep a live quail in their hands to keep them
warm, and have the long fleeves of their gowns drawn
down to cover their hands. Thus equipped they walk
fo fiiff, and fhove up their thoulders fo much, that one
would think they were freczmg to death. :
: The ftreets of Canton, in the time of thefe vxolcnt
florms, caHed Typhons, are overflowed with water, and
it is often fo deep, that in many places yon may fcull
a{mall boat. The common people pafs from place.to’
place by wading thromgh the water; and thofe of the .
better rank are carried in <chairs, or on men’ backs,
Their umbrellals which were juft before ufed to fhade
them from the heat 6f the fun, are now ufed to keep
off the rain. One of thefe Typhons happened when I
wag there, and filled our fattory, in fome places, near
two feet deep of water.
- There is a large plain below Canton, not far from
the fide of the river, which is called by the Englifh,
The artillery ground, were the Chinefe forces are com.
monly exercifed and reviewed. I have feen. fome
thoufands exercifing at once on that fpot: But, in my
opinion, they come far fhort of that art, dexterity and
tegularity, that we obferve in the European military
exercife. The officers and foldiers are moftly Tartars.
The officers, in funthine, make a fplendid appear-
ance, their robes being émbroidered with. gold and fil-
ver on the back and breaft, where their badges of di-
flinQtion are fixed; which make a -glittering fhow..
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They all wear whifkers, and bave a fieroe look. The®
thefc foldiers are brought from 2 more northern cli-
mate, yet their tawny complexiogs, and their fierce
countenance, {ufficiently diftinguith them from the na-
tives of China, who arc a ‘more cfieminate and foft-
featured pevple.
. In thig plain there is a large horfe-courfe, with poﬁs
fixed at {mall diftances. In this broad path, I have.
feen foldiers riding with incredible fwiftnefs, one after
another, fhooting their arrows at thefe pofts. I have
éven feen them difmount from their horfes, when 2t
full gailop, take up their arrows, mount, and fhoor
them again. And which is ftill more amazing, I have
feen them mount and difmount in this career, for the
fame arrow, making ufe only of ore all the way round.
This laft operation is only performed by the more ex-
perienced foldiers; as I obferved people employed ta
pick up thofe arrows which the lefs experienced faldl-
ers could not recover in ndmg

The river Ta at Canton is fomewhat broader than
the Thames at London: but the crowds of fntall vef
fels that ply the Ta, are vaftly. more numerous.  For
the fpace of four or five miles oppofite the city of Can<
ton, you have an extenfive wooden town of large wef-
fels and boats, ftuwed fo clofely, that thert is fcarccly'
room for a large boat to pafs. They are generally’
drdwn up in ranks, with a narrow paffage left for vef-
fels to pafs and repafs. Some of them are large vef-
fels of eight or nine bundred tons burden, called jonksy
with which they perform their foreign voy'.ngqs Here .
are alfo an incredible number of fimall boats, in which
poor famiifies live all_their_life-long, begettmg and
bringing up children, without ever putting a. foat on-
fhore. In thefe they keep dogs, cats, hogs, geefe, and .
other domeftic animals, both for {ubfiftence and fale.
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There is’ nothing fimilar to this in Eurepe; for the

people in this country are fo exgeedingly numerous,
that vaft mumbers of families' are obliged to betake
themfelves to boats-on the river for want of room or
the means of fubfiftance, on the land, where almoft e-
very babitable fpot is oécupied. Thefe boats are very
conveniently built, with arched covers and tilts made
of folid wood, or baniboo and cajan leaves, fo high,
that the people can walk wpright under them. They
mamge them very nimbly, having a fculling-oar at the
ftern, with which they make them go furprifingly faft;
and I bave. oftén been amazed to fee with what eafc
wud fafety they pafs oné another.

The large fampans, for inland carriage, are gene.
nlly fteered with.fcullsy for, were they to ufe oars,
therc woundd mot be room on the river for half their
wmber. They all have long bamboo poles, for puthe
ing up along the fhore. Thefe boats are employed in
arrying goods and paflengers up and down the river
and canals,

The fmaller boats are émployed in fifhing with nets.
Their fith they fell or barter for cloaths,. fleth, ricey .
and other neccffaries. They are always at home,. aé
they carry their houfés along with them. They are
mifenbly poor; their children are very numerons, and:
§0 quite naked in fummer. They are véry much tan<
ned, continually crawling about the little beat, and. .
bave all of them calabath-fhells tied on their backs, tq
ferve them' as buoys to preferve them from drowning
when they chance to fall over-board, which frequent«
Iy bappens. WhenI was in one of thefe boats, I could
not at-firft conceive where they had beds for fugh large: .
families.. But I afterwards underfivod that che;y are
fixed below- the deck on which they commonly tread,. .
whichis made of boards that can betaken upas occafions
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fequires, and when let down, are jointed clofely toge
ther. In the hinder- part of the boat, a ftove is fixed
for dreffing the family’s victuals; and another aparts
ment for keeping their live animals, which they breed
in great numbers; and when they have no more room,
they hang them in bafkets, which they make faft to the
outfide of the boat.

Thefe boats come croudmg about the European ﬁups]
at Wampo, efpecially at dinner-time, begging vi€uals|
from the people aboard. In return for which they -of-
fer to ‘wafh their linnen, and to do other menial fer.

- vices, which they are often entrufted with. They'
commonly flock about the head of the veffels, left the;

- cuftom-houfe officers in the Happo boats,who lie at the
ftern or fide, ‘fhould hinder them. They always make
a- great noite, gaping for vi¢tuals, and pointing to their
mouths to exprefs their hunger, hold up' their hands,
or a little bafket fixed to a bamboo-pole, with which
they reach up to thofe who incline to give them vi€tu-
als, or any thing to do. :

- Some of thefe boats have fmart young glrls aboard
whnch induces the failors to employ and favour them ;'
‘but the more confiderate of us employ the old diftref-
fed people that have large families of children, who,
as they are the greateft obje&s of charity, ferve our
-people better in wathing, mending cloaths,and the like,
and with greater thankfulnefs, to thofe who take com-
paffion on them, than the others.

- It is among thefe miferable wretches, that the Euro-
pean failors, taking: advarttage of their neceffity, will
bargain with a father and mother for an embrace of
. their daughter.. This muft be done however very pri-
vately, left they: fhould be difcovered by the petty
Mandarines, who are appointed to vifit often, and keep
order and difcipline in their floating world. Thefe
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Mandatines are continually going up and down the ri:’
ver, fearching fuch boats as they have amy reafbn to
fafpecd; and, in “cafe an Europear is caught in them
with young women, he, together with the people of the” .
boat, muft undergo the chaftifement of the bamboo, or
bribe tlie Mandarine with a dollar or (wo to let. them
pafs. There are fome of thefe boats, called Lob Lob
boate; well ftoeked with # number of beautiful young '
women of differcat ages, to whom every body, Chi«
nefe or European, tay have accefs at any time. Tho'
thefe boats are utder the jurifdition of the Manda-
rines, aid equaily liable to punifhnrent with the others;y”
yet -theré s fo good an underflanding between the
Manderiries and ‘the proprietors of thefe boats, that
they deal pretty extenfively, and with great fafety; ons
ly when they difcover an European who has a large-
fum of money about him, they lay theit heads toge-'
ther to make the moft of him. Tt is even faid, that
the Mandarines themfelves are mo firangers-to thefe-
boats, particularly when there is any freth goods:ime*
ported. The pimips are numerous. If an European
wants to fee a lady of pleafure, it is only fpeaking to"
thel¥ fellows, who will immediately conduét you ina”
fmall fampan, to a plaee, where your withes may be -
gratified. ‘THefe enterprizes; however, are not alWays
executed without danger. :
- AMN the way from the city of Canton, where the
Englith fadlories are fituate, to Wampo where the
thips lie, which is-above twelve miles, is a moft agree- -
able paflage by water. The -eye is entertained with-
pleafent green and - fruitful fields on each fide the ri-
ver Ta, interfperfed with villages' and lofty Pagodas,’
or fteeples, and riumberlefs- boats’ of all fizes pafling
and repaffing, One of thefe Pagodas is fituated clofc‘
-Ver« L . C '



40 THE CHINESE TRAVELLER.-

to-the fide of the river,and called by the Englifh the
Half- way houfe. .

The Mandarine -pleafure-boats on the river are very
grand, and diftinguifhed from all others by their yel-
low cplours, and their being painted all over with the
figures of dragons, lions, tygers, &c. They make
fometimes grand proceffions on the water, particularly

" when the Tfongtou goes down the river to facrifice.
He is then attended by hig guards, a band of mufick,
and all the Mandarines in their robes of ftate. Each
‘boat is diftinguithed from another, 'by colours flying,
marked with their [everal dignities, On:thefe occa~
fions it is amazing to fee the clear paffage that the
fwarms of boats on-the river make for this proceﬁion.
If the parade happens.in.the night, .or after-it is dark,
they have not only.a great. number of magnificent lan-
‘thorns hung up in all parts within thefe boats, but long
ftrings of lamps floating on the furface of :the water
-on-each fide of the river, which make a.moft fplendid -
fhew.

Every houfe, fliip, fampan, .andeven ﬁfhmg -boat,
has a domeftic god to guard them; to him they pay a-
.doration morning and.evening. Before each deity, a
fmall fquare table is placed, covered over with wood-
afhes, into which:fmall furrows are drawn. Thefe fur-
rows are filled with powder of putchok, or radix dul-
cis, mixed with.the powder of fandal, myrrh and oli-.
banum. When.the ecompofition:is fired, it givesa-mo-
derate but pleafant fmoke and. fmell for twenty four
:hours together, without rcncwmg it.

Great numbers of canals -are cut from the riverTa
through the ficlds for watering ‘the rice-ground, and
for the conveniency of fmall boats paffing into the in-
terior parts of the country. There are likewife in thefe
cina)s large flat-bottomed boats, for breeding ducks for
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fale, and for weeding the rice fields. Inthefeflat-bot-
tomed boats, there are three or four apartments above
each other; on the uppermoft the ducks hatch their
eggs; in the lower they fit with their brood. The
"he-duck or drake, at the call of a fort of whiftle, drives
the young ones into the water, and goes before them -
to fhew the way. A piece of board is faftened to the
fide, to let them have accefs into the boat; which
ferves as a bridge for the young ducklings to go out
and ceme in by. The old ducks are fo well trained,’
that, on the mafter of the boat winding his whiftle,
the whole flock will follow him into the rice-grounds
he is employed to weed, and eat up frogs and fuchin-
fefts as would hinder the growth of the grain. About
noon he winds his whiftle again, on which they all re=
pair on board their own veflel in good order. The
old ducks divide into two parties; one guards the
fide, left any ftranger duck fhould enter with their -
own tribe; the other guards the rear, to fee that none
15 left behind; and when all are embarked, the old
guardians enter, and take their proper pofts.

R I N
4 DEsSCRIPTION of the City of PEKING.

HI1S capital of the whole empire of China, and

the ordinary refidence of the emperors, is fi- -
tuated in a very fruitful plain twenty leagues diftant
from the great wall. Itis called Peking, or the court
of the north, as the capital of the province of Kiang
nan wag named Nanking, which is, the court of the
fouth, when the emperors refided there formerly:
but at the fame time the Tartars, a reftlefs and war-
like nation, who made continual irruptions into the

Ca ’
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empire, obhged this prince to remove his court to the
northern provinees, that he might be nearer at hand
20 oppofc them with the numerous troops which con-
ftantly attend his perfon.

‘The city is an ezl fquare; it is divided ints.
two cities: that which contains the emperor’s pa-
lace is called Sin tching, the mew city; it is alfe
chlled the Tartar city, becaufe the houfes were given:
10 the Tartars, when the prefent monafcby was efta-
blithed.

The fecond is named (Lao tchmg) the old city:
it may be alfo called the old Chinefe city, becaufe
when the Chincfe were expelled the other city, feme
of them retired into this, whilft others fled towards
the northern provinces, and were at length obliged to
quit the country, becaufe not only the houfes of the
giew city, built heretofore by Yang lo, about the
year 1405, when the court left - ‘Nanking, but ¢he
lands adjoining to the city, and to the neighbeuring
cities, to a certain diftance, were diftributed among’
the Tartars, with a perpetual exemption from all raxes
whatever. In lefs than cighty years the Tartars are fo
gnatly increafed, that they occupy almoft all the new
city; the Chinefe poffefs the remainder, fo that there is
. no place empty in this, although there is a vacancy in
the old city.

The circuit of the walls of the two cities together,
without takmg in the fuburbs, has been meafured, and
does not exceed fifty-twe Chinefe lys, fo that it islefs’
than Nanking; but there is a vaft difference between
the height, the breadth, and the beauty of the walls of
thefe two cities: thofe of Peking are grand, and
worthy of the capital of the greateft empire of the
world; but thofe of Nanking are narrow, and do not
feem to have exceeded thofe of theold city of Peking,
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which srcnobetterthdn the wills of the conimon Titics
‘af the-empire.” A horfeman may afcend the wally of
-the-new: city by a ramp of a great length; in feveral
“places’ there 'are houfes built for a Corps du Garde:’
-the rowers are built within bow.fhot of esch other;
-one of which, after. ¢ certain number, is much larger
-than the others, in- which mhay be placed fmall badics.
.of refctve. ‘The gates of the city, which are high sad
.well vaulted, fupport very largé pavillions mine flo-
-ries high; each flory has opehings cither of windows
or port-holes; the lowet fory forms a Jarge hall,
-where the officers and foldiers retire whe come off the
.guard, as well as thofe who are to relicve the guard.
-Before each ggte there is an open fpace left of above
-three hundred and Gxty feet, which ferves for a parade,
.furrounded by a femicircular wall, equal in height and
-breadth to that whi¢h inclofes the city, into which
.parade the ensrance is always on thag fide which does
:mot face the great road which comes into the e¢ity;
his way .is -again commeanded by another pavile
Fon like the firft, fo that as the cannon of one
san demolith all the houfes of the town, ‘the can-
amon of the othet commands dxc nclghbourmg coun-

All tbe gates of the city, whnch are nine in oum-
ber, have a double pavillion built alike on the plat-
form of the walls, and furnithed with artillery: any o-
ther fort or citadel would be neediefs, for thefe for-
tifications are more than fufficient to keep the people
in obedicnce.

The ftreets of this grm city are firait, almoft all
Jaid out with a lib¢; at leaft a league in length, and
-sbout one hundred and twenty feet wide, with {hops
for the moft part on both fides of the way: It isa pity
there is fuch a diffecence between the ftreets and the

C3
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houfes, which are poorly built-in front, and very low.
It is furprifing to fee the innumerable multitude of
.. Jpeople. who croud thefe ftreets, and not a woman a-
. mongft them, and the confufion caufed by fuch a vaft
.number of horfes, mules, affes, camels, carts, waggons
and chairs, without reckoning the various crouds of
one hundred or two hundred men in the fireets, at
fome diftance from each other. All the riches and
the merchandizes of the empire are continually pour-.
-ing into this city: It is ufual either to be carried in
a chair, or more commonly to ride through the ftreets;
it is eafy to find hackney-horfes or chairs in many
places; for twelve or fifteen pence one may hire a
horfe or a mule for a whole day; and as the great
crouds of people fill all the firects, the owner of the
borfe or mule often leads bis beaft by the bridle in.or-
der to make way; thefe people know exaltly the fireet
and houfe where any confiderable perfon lives: there
is alfo a book fold, which gives an exa& account
where ¢very perfon lives that has any public employ-
ment. .
The governor of Peking, who is 2 Mantcheou Tar-
tar of diftin&ion, is called (Kiou men titou) the ge-
neral of the nine gates; and the people, as well as
the foldiers, are under his jurifdiction in every thing
that relates to the civil government and the public fafe-
ty. -
- This policy cannot be exceeded and it is furprifing
to fec the perfet tranquillity that is maintained a-
mongft fuch an almoft infinite number of Chinefe
‘and Tartars. It feldom happens in many yeass, that
any houfe is breke open by thieves, or that any
murders is committed: there is indeed fuch exa& or-
‘der obferyed, that it is next to impoffible that fuch
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serimes fthould be committed with any manner of im.
punity.

All the. great fireets, whick are drawn by a line
from one gate toanother, have feveral Corps de Gardé.
.Night and day the foldiers, with their fwords by thefr
fides, and whips in their. hands, are ready to chaf-
tife thofe who make any difturbance; they have pow-
.er to take into cuftody” wheever refifts or creates any
quarrel.

The little ftreets, which come into the greater, have
gates made in the manner of a-lattice, which do not
prevent feeing: all- that pafs along; they are guarded
by the Corps de Garde placed over agsinft them in
the great ftreet: there are alfo fome foldiers on duty
about the middle of almoft all thefe ftreets: the lat-
tice gates are fhut at night by the Corps de Garde,
and are feldom opened but to perfons- known, whé
carry a lanthorn in their hand; and who give a good
reafon for coming out, fuch as it would be to fetch a
phyfician. .

As foon as-the firft firoke is given by thc watch
on a great bell, a foldier or two come and go
from ome Corps 'd¢ Garde to the other, and as
they: walk along they play: continually on' a fort of
rattle. :

They.donot fuffer any perfon-to go about at night,
and tbey examine thofe who are fent upon the em:
peror’s bufinefs; if they’ find theit anfwers any way

. {ufpicious, they put them in-cuftody of the, Corps dé
Garde: this Corps-de Garde muft alfo anfwer every
call of the centinel who is on duty: It is by this
beautiful order, which'is obferved with the greateft
firi@knefs, that peace, filence, and fafety reign through-
-out the city: it muft be added, that not only the
governor. is obliged to walk round the town, and
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comes when lealt expeliad, bt the ofisesanlle whe
" keep guard on the walls, and on the pavillioss of
.the gates, where they beat the wsiches on great
drums of brafs, fend fubalterns to sxamine the quar-
ters which belong to their refpedtive gates: the leaft
neglet is pum(hcd the pext day, aid the oﬂ'um i
broken.

This exa& difcipline, which- prevents .ll ne&amul
affemblies, will no doubt appear very extraordinary ia
Europe, and will not pleafe perfons of quality, the rich,
and what we in genera] call the Grand Monde: bt is
it not the duty of the principal perfons of a flate to
prefer good order apd public fecusity to divesfiona,
which give rife to an infinjle nymber of sttempts
againft the goods and lives of the inbabitants? No-
thing appears more agreeabls tq reafon, fince the Tar-
tars, a people without learning, Jately come from the
midft of woods and forefls, and who are not enlight-
gned by the true religion, are governed by thefe prin-
ciples, and by this prudent vigilance cut off the raot
of the many -crimes which are but too commean in
ftates, which are not fo well regulated, ‘This regular
tion is indeed very expenfive to the emporor, for part
‘of the foldiers I have mentioned are kept ensirely to
take care of theftreets: theyareall foet, and theirpay is
Jarge: befides their watching night and day, it is their
duty ta fee that every perfon cleans the fircet befare
his door, that it is fwept cvery day, and watered night
and morning in dry weather, and that-the dist is ta-
ken away after rainj and as the fireets gre very wide,
pne of their chief employments is te wark shemfelves, -
and to kecp the middle of. the fiyests very clean for
the convenience of paflsngers: After they have tar
ken up the dirg they level the ground, for the town
# not paved, er they. dry is after it has been turmed,
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or mix it with other dry earth, fo that two hours af-
ter great rains one may go clean to all parts of the
town.

If the writers of fome relations have affirmed thas
the ftreets of Peking are commonly very bad, they
mufl mean thofe of the old town, which are narrow
and not fo well kept as the other; for in the new
town- the foldiers. arc continually employed to keep
the fireets clean, even when the emperor is abfent..
There is a fecond wall in the new city, which is but
Jow and narrow,.yet it .is adorned with great gates,
where a guard is kept: This wall is called (Hoang.
tching,) tho imperial wall;s its fouthern gateisalfo the
gate of the emperor’s palace, about one hundred fa-
shom diftance from the principal gate of the city, and
which -has-the fame fituation, and is called Sien men by
the peaple; though the true name (chmg yan men)
the gate fronting the mid-day fun, is infcribed on it.
ia Tartar and Chinefe.

Thispalace is a prodigious heap of great buildings.
of vaft: courts and gardens; it is enclofed by a wall of.
brick about twelve Chinefe lys round: this wall has -
hattlements along .the courtaine, and i adorned with
Htle -pavillions at the angles; over'each: gate thereis a.
meore lofty pavillion, ftronger built, .and furrounded by
a gallery, which is fnpportcd by pillars,.and refembles-
our -periftyle: this is properly called the palace, be:-
eaufe this compafs includes the apartments of the em--
peror and his-family. .

" The fpace which is between the firft- wall’ (Hoang-
whing):and the inclofure of the palace is above fifteen
Iye in circumference, and is taken up by oufes. which.
belong ta-pasticular officers of the emperor’s.kouthold,.
or to the eunuchs, or to the various tribunals, fome of: -
awhich. Have the cars of providing meceffariesfor.che for~
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vice of the prince, and the others are to preferve the
peace, to judge all difputes, and determine all caufes,
and to punifh the faults committed by the fervants of
the imperial family.

Notwithftanding, in cafe of any flagrant crimes
fully proved, thefe tribunals of the palace, called
the inner tribunals, fend the criminals to the exte-
rior tribunals, which are the great tribunals of the em-
pire.

Althongh the architeGure of the imperial palacc is

" entirely different from the European, yet it firikes the
eye, by the grandeur and regular difpofition of the a-
partments, and by the firuture of the roofs, which
have four fides, and rife very high. The whole is
covered with varnithed tiles of fuch a beautiful yel-
low, that at a diftance they appear almoft as bright
as if they were gilt: another roof as bright as the
former fprings from the walls, and ranges all round
the buildings, and this is fupported by a foreft of
beams, joifts and fpars, all japaned with gold flowers
on a green ground: this fecond roof, with the pro-
jection of the firft, make a fort of crown to thefe
firuCtures, which has a very fine effe€t: whatever
difference there may be in the gofit of architeture, it
is certain that thefe apartments, with their courts fur-
rounded by galleries, and ranged one after the other
in regular order, form one entire ftruure, which is
extremely grand; and worthy the greateft empire of
the world.

The terraffes upon which the apartments are built,
contribute very much to give them that air of "gran-
deur which ftrikes the eye: thefe terrafles are about
fifteen foot bhigh, cafed with white marble, adorned
with ballifters of pretty good workmanthip, and open
only at the fteps placed on each fide, and in the mids
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dle and corners of the front: the afcent in the mid.
dle is only a flope of marble confifting of one or two
blocks, having neither fteps nor landmg place. No
perfon is permitted to pafs this way into the apart-
ments, the emperor alone is carried through in his co-
vered chair upon days of ceremony. Thefe terraffes,
before the windows of the apartments, make a broad
platform, .paved " with marble, which in their length
from eaft to weft always project feven or eight feet be-
yond the building; fuch is the apartment where the
emperor refides, and fuch is that which is more to the
fouth, and which is open to all the mandrines of the
empire; it is called (Tai ho tien) the hall of the grand.
union.

The mandarines range themfelves in the court of
this hall on-the days appointed for the ceremonies, ,
which are fettled by the laws of the empire, to re- -
mew their homage: thefe ceremonies: are performed =
as well in the abfence of the emperor, as when he -
is prefent; it is very common to ftrike the forehead on
the ground before the gate of the palace, or before
one of the royal halls, with the fame ceremonies and .
refpe€t as before the emperor himfelf fcatcd on the -
throne.

This hall is about one hundred and thirty fcct long, .
and almoft-fquare; the cieling is carved -work ja-
paned green, and charged with' gildeddragons; the - -
pillars within; which fupport - the ‘roof," are-about fix :
or feven féet in circumference at the bottom, in--
crufted with'a kind of pafté, and japaned with’ red; :
the pavement is partly covered with' an- ordmary -
fort of carpets, imitating thofc of Tarkey; tht walls .
are deftitate of all’ornament, very well whited, but:
without tapeftry, looking.glaffes, fconces, ,or. paints-
ings. .

C 6.
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‘The throne, which ia in the midft of the lalfy
;;onﬁlh of a lofty alcave, very neat, but not magniv
ﬁccut, and without apy infcription bug the wasd
Cbmg, which fevesal authors bave tranflated hy the
word Holy, but it is not always ufed in that fenfe,.
for it is fometimes better interpreted by the Fatin
word Eximius, and by the Englith word Excellenty
Perfect, Wifeft: on the platfosm hefore tlie hall are
placed great and mafly veflels of brafs, in whichy
perfumes ar¢ burnt during the ceremony, and can~
dlefticks made in the fhape of buds, large enough toy
hold flambeaus: this platform §s contmued beyond
the hall (Tai ho tien,) extepding towards the northy
and has two other lefler Imlls, but which are hid
from fight by the (Tai bo tien;) .one of thefe fmalles
halls is 3 very pretty circular ropm with windowe.
on all fides, and fhining with japam ef various cos
Jours. Here the emperor (as it is affirmed) repofea
fome time before and after the ceremony, and changgs.
his habit. _

. This circular hall is bus a few paces diftant from 2
fecond, that is longer than wide, the door of which
frands towards the north. The emperor is obliged tow
pafs through this door when he comes from his apart-
ment to afcend the throne, and there to receive the ho-
. mage of the whole empire: ke is then carried in %
chair, by chaismen drefled, in a long red veft embroj-
dered with filk, and weazing a cap with a kind of
plume of feathers.

The coprt which is before this unpenal halt (Tai
ha tien) is the largeft in the palace; it is at leaft three
hundred feet long, and two hundred and fifty wide:
upon the gallery which furrounds it are the emperor’s
magazmes of all valuable goods, for the treafure oe
figaces of the cmpire are kept in the fovereign tsibu-
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w! {Hou pau:)- thefs magazines are ‘opened: on dese
ain ogcafions, as upen ereating an heir to the ome

pirey or an cmprela, er guesn, 8x.. Ome connins
vafes and ether works of different metals; a fecond has.
a vaft quaatity of the finelt fort of thins; m a. third
are kept many habits lined with vagious- fures of foxes,,
erminey. or aibeline, which the emperer fometimes be<

flows on his fervants; there arc fome of precions

fones, of uncemmon eurious marble, and of pearls
which are- found in-Tartary: the greatef magazine
sonfifts of two low flories, and is full of chefbe.of draws

¢rs, which:- hold all maaner of filks that are made om
purpofe for the ¢mperor, and his family as Nane
king, Hang tcheou, arnd Sou tcheou: thefe aré the-
bekt flks of the empire, becaufe they are . .made
under the care and dire&ion of a. mandarine,: who
prefides over thofe works, and who would be pu.

‘mithed if they were not in the greateft perfetiv -
on. . :

. The other magazines are for arrows, bows,and fad~
dles, whether they are made at Peking, broughs from.
foreign countries,. or prefented hy great princes, and
defigned for the ufe.of the emperor and his children..
There is one alfo where they colle all the moft ex»
quifite forts. of rea that are to:be found in China, with:
varipus forts of fimples, and. other drugs which ate
moft in efteem. :

This gallery has five- doors; one to-the eaft, ano--
ther to.the welt, and three- more in the fouth front,.
but thofe in the middle are never opened but for the
emperor: the mandarines,. who come to perform . the
ceremony before the imperial ball, enter- by.-the fide
doors. .

There is notbmg extraordinary.in this fronty it has
alarge court before it, the defcens . to which is'by »
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fair-cafe of marble, adorned with two great lions of
coppery and a baluftrade of white marble; the fleps
are made in-the fhape of a-horfefhoe, on the bank of a
little ferpentine river that runs through-the palace, o+
ver which there are bridges of the fame matter. Ie
would be endlefs-to deferibe all the edifices-of this pa-
Jace; thefe are the moft magnificent in the opinion of
the Chinefe and the Tartars,.and are fufficient to glve
an idea of this work.

The palaces of the emperor’s children,; and the
other princes of the blood, are very neat within, ex-
tremely capacious, and built at a great expence; the
fame defign runs-through the body of the-work, and
in the ornaments, viz. a row of courts, adorned
with buildings on: the fides, and in front a hall
japaned, and raifed on a platform three or four
feet high, bordered with great blocks of hewn ftone, .
and paved with large fquare tiles: the doors, which :
generally- open into fome by-fireets little frequents
ed, have no other ornament than two lions of brafs
or white flone of but indifferent workmanthip, withe
out any order of architeCture, or any fculpture in
flone, fuch as there gencrally is in the triumphal
arches.

The tribunals of the fovereign jurifdiGtions-are alfo
of vaft extent, but ill-built, and worfe repaired; they
are no ways anfwerable to the majefty of the empire.

The firft, which is the Lii pouy recommends the
mandarines, who ar¢ to govern the pecple.

Thre fecond (Hou pou) fuperintends the tribute.

The third (Li pou) is to maintain the rights and.
cuftoms of the empire.

The fourth (Ping pou) has the care of the troops,
and of the pofts which are in the great roads, ard
which are maintained at the emperor’s expence.
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The fifth (King pow) determines: all criminal
eaufes.

The laf (Kong-pou) has-the infpection-of all.pubs
lic works. .

All thefe tribunals are divided into different rooms;
smong which the bufinefs is diftributed; there are not
the fame number of rooms in-each -tribunal, fome has
ving much more employment than others. There are
féveral: inferior tribumals under thefe fix fovereign
courts; for inftance, the tribunal of the mathematics
(Kin tien kien) is dependant on the third I mention.
ed: it is alfo divided into two rooms, of which the
principal and moft numerous (Li ko) has the care of
ealculating the motions- of the planets, and of every
thing that belongs to aftronomy: the other (Lukou)
befides its proper bufinefs, is employed: to- determine
the days moft convenient for marriages, funerals, and
ether actions of the civil government, about which they
take but. little trouble, copying generally an ancient
Chinefe book, in which thefe things are already fet-
ted; according to the current year of the fexagenary
cycle, or Chinefe century.

Thefe fix fovereign courts- do-mot meddle with af<
fairs of ftate, bt when they are referred to them by
thehnpcror, who commands them to deliberate upon
fuch affatrs, or to put them in execution:. upon thefe
occafions, as they fland in need of each other, they
are obliged to agree together, to the end that the mo-
ney, the troops, the officers, znd the equipages. may be
ready by the day appointed; ‘except in thefe cafes e-
very court is confined to tleir own proper tufinefs;
and they have undoubtedly employment enough. In
fuch a vaft country as China, if the care of repairing
the public works, the government of the troops,
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she: regulation of -the "finances, the: adminiftratiors-
of juftice, and efpecially the choice of magifiratesn
being different funQliens, were umitctt under one
tribunal,, it would certainly produce a confufion ing
sheir refolutions, and a flownefs in aQlion, that would:
suin every thing; bence it was expedient to create
fuch a number of magdarines, beth at conrt and in the-
provinces.

But as in fuch a multttudc it would be dificult to-
find the proper perfon to apply tp upen parucular bu~
finefs, 10 remedy this inconvenicace there is a books
fold, which may be called, the State of China, whicls
 ¢ontaias al} the officers’ namas, their furmames, their.
employments, and diftinguifhes their degrees of doétor,.
batchelor, &c. and whether Vartar or Chinefe: it alfo™
fhews in partiqular the changisg of the- officers of the
army, as well thofe that are in garrifons, as thofe thas
are in the field; and to denote thofe ghanges withous
seprinting the book, they make ufe of moyeable chan
ralters.

_Al] the Tartag familigs lwc at Pckmg, or in’ ity
neighbourhood, and are not fuffered to remave. from
thence without the fpaciak order of the emperor; lence.
i is that all the Tartar troops, who gompofe the em-
peroy’s, are always in a_manaer near his perfon; hepe:
are alfo fome Chinefe twopps, who formerly entered
into the fervice of the Tartars, and who are galled on
this account the Tartarifed Chinefe ; they are well. paid,,
and always ready to fly, on the firft order, .to_extin-
guith the fire of fedition wherever it breaks out, which.
is performed with wonderful fecrecy ansl expedition.
 Thefe troops are divided into eight bodies,. each of
which has a banner diftinguithed by the coloums,. viz..
xellow, white, sed and. blue;. or. by the berder, viz.
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yellow with 3 red “bordsrs ‘white with' & red boriler,
red with 3 white border, and bluc with a red border.
Tha gresn belongs o thofe troops that are entircly
Chinefe, which sre therefore called [Low ki] The fol-
dicrs of the green banner.  Esch basuer of the Tar-
tars has' a genersl, aalled in Tartar Mantcheon, Cou
Santa: This general has under him feveral great offi-
ecrs [Meircintchain] whe are like our licutenantrge-
acrals, snd op whom depend feveral other officers fuy-
bordinate to eagh other: As each bedy is at prefent
compofed of Mantebeoux Tartars, Mongol Tartars, or
of Chinefe Tartarifed, the general has undér him two
officers of ecach nation; Esch body hds 16,000 effece
tive wien, divided into 1090 [Nu reus] companies, cach
of 100 foldiers; fo that if we reckon the emperer’s
houfhold, and thofe of fuch a number of princes, whe
hare their attendants [Pe jo »u rous] with' the pay of
officers and foldjers, we (hall readily allow the truth of
that common opinion, that there are always 100,000
horfemen maintsined at Peking.

By this we may judge of the forces of the empires,
for befides the cavalty I have mentioned, if we fhould
seckon the foot-fpldicrs that are at Peking, thofe along
the great wall, in the vaft number of ferts built tp de-
fend iv(tboygh they are nos fo numerous aa when they
fearcd the irruptions of the Tartars) with the other for=
ges fcatrered through the empire, it would ‘be feund
shat the number will amount to 600,000, a¢ it is af-
firmed; fo that we may fay, that China keeps up; in
time of the moft profound peace, an army ahle to re-
Gft themeft formidable posyars,”and that enly te maine
tain the public “trgnquillity, te provide againft fedi-
:?I:-.. and to extinguity the {malleR fparks of 2 se-
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Such’a-vaft body as China muft neceffarily be teri
ribly agitated upon any commetion, therefore all the
policy of the Chinefe magiftrates is exerted to-prevents
and ftifle immediately all public difturbances: There
is no pardon to be expeted for a Mandarine whofe peo~
ple revolt; let him be never fo innocent, he is at leaf®
looked upon as a-perforrof no talents, who ouglit to be
deprived of his employment (if punifhed in the moft
gentle manner)-by the tribunals of the court, to which
thefe matters are always teferred by:the viceroys and
governors of the provinces: Thefe tribunals deliberate
upon the information, and prefent their opinion to the
emperor, who confirms or rejeéls it. '

Thefe fovereign eourts have no fuperior but the em~
peror, or the grand council: When this prince thinks
convenient tocall one upondome important affair which
has been already decided by one of-thefe courts, they:
prefent their opinions in writing on the day appoint«
ed, and often treat with the emperorhimfelf, who cons-
firms or rejects them by figning them with- his own
hand: If he retains: them, they wait-fome time for his -
orders, and it is then the bufinefs of the great Mane.
darine, called in Chinefe, Colao, and imrTartar, Alia:
gata, to-learn his pleafure.

The papers prefented by the prefidents of thiefe fos
vereign-courts, called in Chinefe; Chan chu, . and in.
"Fartar, Alia gamba, ought-to begin with a title of the
fubject of the bufinefs it relates to, and end with the
opinion-of the court, whofe cognizance the 'aﬁ'ailg,p;o-
perly belongs to.

The emperor difpofes in the fame manner of all the
employments -in the empire, without being obliged to-
give them to thofe that are propofed; though he
generally confirms them, after having himfelf -exa-
mined thofc who bave drawn their employments by
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Jot. As to the chief pofts of Tfong tou and vice-
roy, they are always named by the emperor him-
felf: B will fcarcely be-believed that the prefent
emperor condefcends to examine himfelf the croud
of Mandarines, of which fome are advanced to fu-
perior offices; and others: entering upon the firt
employments; neverthelefs it is certainly true, and
this fhews his great application to the government of
‘the ftate,. ke will fee every thing, with his own cyes,
and will truft no perfon in chufing magiftrates for the
people.

His authority is abfolute, and almoft unlimited: A"
prince of the imperial blood cannot ufe the titles, nor
receive the honours of his rank; without: the emper~
or’s permiffion; and if his behaviour does not anfwer
the expeCtation of the public, he lofes his qualityand.
revenues by the emperor’s order, and is only diftim
" guithed afterwards by the yellow girdle, which is worn
both by men and women of the imperial family, and
who Rave a tolerable penfion out-of the royal treafu-
ry. There is no remedy, by the laws, againft the a~--
bufe of authority, but by the way of remonftrance;
for this purpofe the laws have eftablithed public cen~
fors, whofe duty-it is to admonifh the emperor by pe-
titions, which are difperfed through the empire, and
which the emperor cannot reje&t without hurting his
reputation; the nation looking upon this employment
as an heroic bravery, the emperor would do them
too much honour, if he fhould happen to ufe them
ill, and draw upen himfelf fome odious names, which
the hiftorians would with great— care tranfmit to po
fterity.

The cenfors fefdom or never will be demed If the
court or the great tribunals endeavour to evade the ju.-
Rice of the complaints, by fome rebuff, they return to.
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the charge, and make it appear that. they haye not go-
fwered conformably to the laws. Some of thefe cenr
fore have perfevered two years tegether in accufing a
~viceroy fupported by the grandees, without minding
delays and oppofitions, or being terrified at the moft
terrifying menaces, till at length- the coyct bas begn
-forced to degrade him, that it might prefervc the good. .
=@pinion of the people.

But if in this fort of combat betveen the prmcc am!;
‘the flate, in whofe name the cenfor fpeaks, the prince:
happens to-yield, he is immediately praifed for it in a
public- mannery and- loaded - with panegyrics by the
- whole empire; the fovereign courts.of Peking returm:
him thanks;.and what e has done for _pu(hcc is e&tcm-
.ed a. ﬁrgulgr favour. :

_ It is owing to this good order whtcb is obfcrvcd at

‘Peking, and that fets an example to ather places, that
the empire enjoys fuch a long peace and happy tran~
-quillity: Tt may alfo be attributed to the favourable i
tuation of China, which has no neighbouss but listle:
nations, that are half barbarians, and unable to un~
‘dertake any thing againft fuch a vaft kingdom, while.
- jts forees are well united under the authority of their
fovereign. The Mantcheous, who conquered it, took
advantage of the troubles of the ftate, which was o=
xer.-run with rebels and robbers, and were brought in
by the faithful Chinefe, who defired to revenge shc
death of the emperor.. . -

Befide the genexeal Jmnfdxawn that Pekmg has over
she whole empire by its fix fovgrelgn_ cowts, it has al-
fo a particular diftri€t which contains twenty-Gx cities,,
fix of which are of thc fecond ordcr, and twcnty of thc

9
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PAN AN R NN NN ANR AN AN/ N AN
Of the PoricY and GovERNMENT ¢f CriNa.

MONGST the feveral models and plans of go-
vernment which the antients framed, we fhall
Jperhaps meet with none fo perfect and exaét as is that
of the Chinefe monarchy. The antient lawgivers of
this potent empire, formed it in their days very little
different from what it is in ours. Other ftates accor
ding to the cémmion fate of the things of this world,
are fenfible of the weaknefs of infancy; are born ‘mi-
fhapen and imperfect; and ‘like men they owe their
perfeftion and maturity to time. China feems more
exempted from the common laws of mature; and as
though God himfelf had founded their empiré, the plan:
of their governmi:nt was not a whit lefs perfec in its’
cradle, than it is now after the experience and trial of:
four thoufand years.

Daring all which time the Chinefe had never To
much as heard of the name of republic; and when’
lately, on the Hollanders® arrival, they heard of it; it
feemed fo frange to them that they have fearcely yet:
done admiring at it. Nothing could make them une
derfland how a flate ceuld regularly be governed withe
out a king, they looked upon a republic to be a montter
with many heads, formed by the ambition, headinefs,
and corrupt inclinatioh of men in times of public dif-’
order and confufion.

As they bear an averfion to republican government,
fo are they yet more fet againft tyranny and oppreffi-
on; which tbcyfay proceeds not from the abfolutenefs
of the prince’s power, for they cannot be too much®
their fubje®s’ mafteis; but from. the prince’s own'
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wildnefs, which neither the voice of nature, nor the
laws of God can ever couvntenance. The Chinefe are
of opinion that the obligation which is laid on their”
kings not to abufe their power, is rather 8 means to
confirm 'and- eftablith them, than to occafion their
ruin; and that this ufeful conftraint which they them=
felves lay on their paflions does no more diminith their
power or authority here on earth, than the like con-
ftraiot derogates from ‘the majefty and power of the
Almighty, who is not the lefs powerful becaufe he
cannot do evil.

. An unbounded authorlty which the laws give the
emperor, and a neceflity which the fame laws lay up--
on him to ufe that authority with moderation and dif-.
eretion, are the two props which have for fo many a-
ges fupported this great fabric of the Chinefe mo-
narchy The firft principle thereof that is inftilled-
into the people, is to refpet their prince with fo high
a veneration as almoft to adore him. They ftile him
the fon of heaven, and the only mafter of the world.
His commands are indifputable, his words .carry no
lefs authority with them than if they were oracles; in-
thort every thing that comes from him is facred. He .
is feldom feen, and never fpoken to but on the knees.
The grandees of the court, the princes of the blood,
nay his own brothers bow to the ground, not enly when
he is prefent, but even before his throne; and there
are fet days every week or month, in which the nobi--
lity affemble, who meet in one of the courts in the pa-
lace, to acknowledge the authority of their prince by
their moft fubmiflive adorations, though he perhaps be
not there in perfon.

When he is ill, efpecially 1f dangeroufly, the pa--
lace is full of Mandarines of every order, who fpend.
night and day, in a large court, in habits proper for
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the occafion, to exprefs their own grief, and to afk
of heaven their prince’s cure. Rain, fnow, cold, or
any.other inconveniences .excufe them :not from the
performance of -this duty; and as long as the-emper-
or is in pain, or in danger, any -one that faw the
people would think that:they fear.nothing but the lofs
of him.

Befides, interefl is no fmall occafion of the great re-
fpe& which is. thown him by his fubjes; for as foon
as he is proclaimed emperor, the whole authority -of
the empire is in-his-hand, and .the good or ill fortune
of bis fubje&ls.is owing wholly to him.

Firft, All places in-the empire are in his difpofal,
he beftows them on whom he thinks fit; and befides,
be is to be looked upon-as the difpofer of them the

. more, becaufe none of them are ever fold. Merit, that
.is -honefty, learning, long experience, and efpecially a
grave and fober behaviour, is the only thing confider-
ed in the candidates, and no other confiderations can
lay any claim to favour. Neither is this all, that he
hath the choice of -all officers of ftate; but if he difs
likes their management when chofen, ‘he difmiffes or
changes them without more ado. A .peccadillo hag
beretofore been thought enough to.render a Mandarine:
incapable of continuing in his place; and I am- told
that "a.governor of one of their cities was turned out,
becaufe on a day of audience his cloaths were thought
too gay .to-become the gravity of ‘his office; the empc
ror thinking a perfon of that humour not fit to fill
fuch a-place, or to a& as.a magiftrate who reprefents
his prince.

I myfelf faw at Pekmg an examp!e of this fovereign
power, at which I was the more furprifed becaufe it
was brought about with fo little difturbance. It was
difcovered that three Colaos (who are Mandarines as
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honourable fer theit places among the Chinefe; 28 our’
minifters of ftate are amonight us) had taken money an-
derband for fome fervices done by them in the execu~
tion of their office. 'The emperor, who was inform-
ed of it, took away their falaries rmmdmtcly, and or-
dered them without farther trouble to “retire.  What
became of the two firft, or how they were ufed, I'
eannot tell; bur the other, who had » great while been
a magiftrate, and was as much efteemed for his un<
derftanding as he was refpe@ed for his age, was cone
demned to look after one of the palace gates amongft
other commen foldiers, in whofe company he was liv
fied.

I faw him myfelf onc day in this mean condmon:
ke was upon duty as a2 eommon centinel; when I paf-
fed by him I bowed to him, as indeed every one elfe
did; for the Chinefe ftill refpefted in hinr the flen
der remains of that honour which he had juft before
poffefled.

I muft confefs I foon left wondenng at fo fevere
punithment inflied on fo great 2 man; when I faw
after what- manner even the princes of the blood them~
felves were ufed. - Oseof them was a2 mighty lover of
" fports, efpecially of cock-fighting (which is z ufual di-
verfion in the Eaft, and the obftinacy of thefe creatures,

whicli.-armed with gavelocks,- ﬁgbt till they die with
an incredible fkill and courage, is very furprifing.)
Fhe emperor did not not think it amifs that this primee
fhould fpend a few hours in fuch fort of diverfions.
He knew that sgreat man Wave fpare trme as well as o~
thers; and that it docs not derogate from any man’s:
charaler-to throw away an hour or two fometinies in
thofe diverfiens which:are more fuitable to young peo-
ple, and that it is not at all impropér for men of un-
derflanding and gravity to condefeond-to- mean and or~
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dinary fports, in order to give fome relaxation'and eafe
to their weary fpirits. Neverthelefs, he could not bear’
to fee him {pend his whole time'in things fo much be-
Tow his quality, and fo unbecoming his years; he there-'
fore told him of it; but finding that his admonition
did not work with him, the emperor refolved to make-
in examp]e of him, and did therefore declare that he
had forfeited his title and honour of prince, he was
befides deprived of his retinue, his falary and his qua-.
lity, until he fhould by fome great and extraordinary
action make it appear to the whole kingdom that he’
was not unworthy -of the blood from whence he
fprang.

> THhe emperor went yet a ftep farther, for perceiving.
that the number of the princes of the blood was very
great, and that the ill condut of many of them might
m titie brigg their quality into contempt: he publith-
“éd an order that none fhould héreafter bear that cha-
ra&er without his exprefs leave, which he gave to none
but thofe who by their virtue, underflanding, and dili-
gence in their offices, did very well deferve it.

Such adminiftrations in Europe would caufe heart-
burnings and fations in the flates; but in China they
are brought about without the leaft difturbance; thefe
changes create no manner of trouble if they are done
for the public good, and not from a perfonal hatred or
violent paffion; however if the emperor thould be fo
far tranfported as to att thus to fatisfy his ewn paffion,*
yet if his government be generally equitable and juft,
fuch particular ill adminiftiations raife no faﬂ:lons in
his fubjets againft him.

" You will have a plain’ proof of the abfolutenefs of
the emperor’s power from a paffage which -happened
in a-late war with one of the kings of Tartary.” The
emperor fent a mighty army under his brother’s com-
Vor. L.
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mand, to punifh the vanity and rafhnefs of that puny
king, who had dared to make inroads into the coun-
tries of feveral of the allics of the empire. The Tar-
tar, whofe warlike troops fought only an opportunity
of fignalizing themfclves, advanced to engage the im-
perial army, and fet upon them with fo much vigour,
“that at laft, notwithftanding he was fo much inferior to
them in number, he beat them from their ground, and,
forced them to retreat in diforder.

The emperor’s father-in-law, an old Tartar, well
‘verfed in the trade of war, commanded the artillery,
and played his part fo well, that he was killed at the
‘head of a few, yet brave foldiers, whom he encoura-
ged as well by his example as by his words; but the
general was accufed for flying firft, and drawing by
~ his flight the reft of the army after him. The em«
peror, who is himfelf a man of courage, and sn ad-
mirer of glory, was lefs troubled at the lofs of the
battle than he was at that of his brother’s honowr. He
fent for him immediately to coust, to be tried beforq
a council of the blood, whom ke affembled in his
palace. .

The prince, who was on all ether accounts a perfon
of fingular merit, furrendered himfelf with the fame
bumility and {ubmiffion, as he could have done had
he been the meaneft officer in the army, and without
ftaying till fentence was pronounced he condemned
himfelf, and owned that he deferved death. ¢ Yeou
¢ deferve it (faid the emperor) but you ought to res
¢ cover your loft honour, to feek”your death in the
¢ midft of the enemy’s troops, and not here amongft
 ys in the midft of Peking, where it can only increafe
 your difgrace.” At laft the emperor was inclinable
to pardon him; but the. princes, who thought them~
felves in fome meafure difgraced by this action, ears
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neflly begged of the emperor to ufc the wtmeft of his
powes to punifth him: and bis uncle, who afifted at
the comneil, treated bim with fo much fcorn and
contempt, that amongft us fuch yfage would affli&d a~
ny gencleman fo fenfibly as to go #ear 10 break his
heart. ‘ .
‘The_emperor, who has power over the lives of thy
princes of the blood, can certainly difpofe of bis othes.
fubje@e: the laws make hima fo far mafter of their
lives, that neither viceroy, mor pacliaments, nor any.
other fovereign court threughout the whole empire can
execute any criminal withowt exprels order from court.

‘They are arraigned and tried up and down in the fe-

veral provinces, but the {estence is always prefented

to the emperor, who either confirms or rejeQs it as he.

pleafes, moft at end he agrees to it, but he very of< .

ton cuts off' part of the fentence, and makes it lefs ri-
us.

- Becendly, although every ene be petfedt mafter of
bis eftate, and enjoys his lands free from difturbance
and moleftation: the emperor can neverthelefs lay
what taxes he thinks fit upos his fubjecls to fupply the
preifing wants, and relieve the neceflities of the flate, .
This power indeed he raroly makes ufe of, whether it
be that the flanding revenue, and ordinary tayes are
fufficient to maintain a war abroad; or whether it be
that in a civil-war they are unwilling to rus the ha-
zard of provoking their fubjefls toe much by laying
too great a load on them. They bave likewife a cu~
flom every year of exempting one or two provinces
from bearing their proportion in the tax, efpecially if
any of them have fuffered through the ficknefs of the
people, or if the lands through unfeafenable weather'
bave not yiclded fo good an increafe as ufual.

It is ‘true that the fubfidies which the laws grant
D2
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are fo confiderable, that were the ‘Chinefe lefs indae-
ftrious, or their lands lefs fruitful, this empire, like
the reft-of the Indian kingdoms, would be only a fo-.
ciety of poor and miferable wretches. It is this pro-
digious income.that makes ‘the prince fo powerful,-:
and that enables him at an hour’s warning to raife a.
potent and a numerous army to keep his:people in o-
bedience.

* It isvery difficult to reckon what the revenue of thns
empire amounts to; becaufe, befide the money that is
- raifed in fpecie, vaft fums are paid in goods. After:
:the beft examination which I could get both from the
officers and from their books, I believe the treafury re-
ceives in money about twenty two theufand crowns
of China, which- the Portuguefe call tacls, each of
-which in our money comes to about fix fhillings. But
;the rice, corn, falt, filks, cloaths, and a hundred other-
commodities which they pay in, together with the cu-,

ftoms and forfeited ‘eftates amount to more than fifty

millions of Chinefe crowns. 8o that-after having al-
lowed for the goods received imto the treafury.their va=
-lue in filver, and having made the nearelt and mok
exa& calculation poflible, I find the ordinary reve-
nues df the emperor to amount in our money-to one
and twenty millions fix -hundred thoufand- pov.mds at:
'leaﬁ

- Thirdly, The right of ‘making peace and war is the
emperor’s, he may make treaties on what conditions
he pleafes, provided they be not fych as are dithonour-
able to the kingdom. As for the-judgments which he
himfelf pafles they are irrecoverable, and to bave them
put in execution he need only fend them to his fove-
teign courts or vice-roys, who dare not in the leaft
delay regiftering and publithing them. When on the
other hand the fentences pronounced by their parlia«
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-mients or other magiftrates, are no ways obligatoty tilk
-approved and confirmed by the emperor.
Fourthly, Another inftance of his fupremeauthori-
ty is this, .that he has the liberty of making choice of
-bis fucceffor, which he may not only chufe from the
royal family, but from amongft his- other fubjeils.
This antient right hath. been heretofore put in prace
tice with fo much impartiality and wifdom, as would
-be admirable even. in a prince who to his other titles
hath that of moft chriftian. For fome of thefe empe-
rors, finding none of their family, though numerous,
able to fupport-the weight of a crown, chufe for their
‘fucceffors pesfons mean as-to their bisth and fortunes,
but eminent for their virtue, and admirable for their
underftandings; faying, that they-aéted thus -not only
- from a defire of their kingdom’s good, but alfo out
‘of refpet to the honour and credit.of their own chii-
dren, for whom it ‘would be more glorious to live pri~
vately, - than:to fit upon a throne expofed to the cen--
fure, and- oftentimes to the curfes of all the people.
¢ If (faid they) a lofty title could create merit in thofe
- who had it not.before, we fhould indeed injure our
¢ children in excluding them from the crown. But
. fince it ferves only to publith and fpread their de-
¢ feQls more abroad, we think ourfelves obliged,. by
-%% the-kindnefs and tendernefs-which we bear to thent,
“ to keep them from that thame and difgrace whicha
“ crown would neceflarily expofe them t0.”

However, examples of this nature have been very
feldom knewn, for the emperors for many ages have
bounded their choice within the compafs of their own
families; yet they do not always chufe the oldeft. He
who now reigns is a younger brother; and {ees his el-
der brother as dutiful and free from ambition as the
nicaneft of his fubje€ts. The great number of ptinces

D3
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of the blood is with us in Europe 33 great an oceafion
of fears and jealoufies, bue in China it is quite othes-
‘wife, for at the death of the laft emperor of China,
there were above ten thoufand princes up and down the
feveral provinces, yet was there no coufufion or difor-
der in the lesft; which could cettainly proceed from
nothing but the exceflive authority of this emperor,
who finds as little ttouble in China in governing a mul-
titude of princes, as ather princes do in governing the

-common people. :

Furthermore, the emperor after he has made choxcc
of, and publickly owned who fhall be his fucceffor,
may afterwards exclude hin, and renew his choice; but
not unlefs the fovereign courts of Peking do in a siane
ner give their confent to it; for if he alt thus with-
out obferving thefe methods, it would not only naife
the people’s tongues, but pcrbaps their bhands agnnﬁ:
him.

Fifthly, The grave itfelf cannct put.an end to his
power over his fubjefts, which is exercifed even over
the dead, whom he- either difgraces or honours (as
much as if they were alive) when he bath a mind ei-
ther to' reward -or punith themfelves or their families,
He makes fome after their deceafe dukes,others counts, -
and conferring upon them feveral other titles which
" our language ktows no name for. He may canonife
them as faints, or as they fpeak, may make them nak-
ed [pirits.  Sometites he builds them temples, and if
their minifiry hath been very beneficial, or their vir-
tues very eminent, he commands the people to honour
them as gods. Paganifm hath for many ages autho-
rifed and countenanced this abufe of religion; yet this
reparation religion has from the empire of China for the
forementioned injury, that ever fince the foundation of
this empire, the emperor has been ajways looked upon



THE CHINESE TRAVELRLER. g9

Aatthe chief pricftand principal Tervant of religions for
there aze fotne cerémonies, and public facrifices, which

" e alone is thought worthy to offer up to the great Crea.

tor of heaven.

Sixthly, Thete is another. inftance, which though of
Jefs importance than the preceeding, yet may ferve as
well as them to thew how unlimited the authority of.
this emperor is.. It is thus the emperor hath power
to change the figure and charaer of the letters,® to a-
bolith any charallers already received, or to form any
new one. He may likewife changé the names of pro-
vinces, of cities, of families: he may likewife forbid
the ufing of any expreflion or manner of fpeaking, he
may forbid the ufe of fome expreffions which are ge-
serally received, and may bring into ufe and practife
thefe ways of fpeaking- which have been looked upon
as obfolete and uncouth,. and this either in common
difcoutfe or in writing: So that ciaftom which exer-
cifes fo unaltérable an authority over the fignification
of words; that the Greek and Roman powers were too
little to fubdue it, and which for that reafon hath by
fome becn called a fantaftical and an unjuft tyrant, -
qually commanding both princes and common people;
this cofiom, I fay, of which even in Eurepe we com-
Plain fo much, is fubmiffive aad humble in- China, and
is content to alter and give way when the cmperor
eommands.

One would imagine that this unlimited power fhould
often occafion very unfortunate events in the, govern--
ment, and indeed it fomctimes hath, as nothing in this-
world is without its alloy. of inconvenienice. Yet fo -
many are the provifions, and fo wife the precautions-
which the laws have preferibed to prevent them, that.
a prmcc muft be. wholly infenfible of his.own reputas-

D. 4
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tion, and cven intereft, as well as of the public goody
who continues long in the abufe of his authority.
.. For if he hath any regard for his reputation, there
are three things which will prevail with bim to govern
“by juftice and nat paffion. Firft, the old lawgivers have
from the ficft foundation of the government made this
"a ftanding maxim, that kings are properly the fathers
- of their.people, and not mafters placed in the throne
only to be ferved by flaves.Wherefore it isthat inallages
" “their emperor is called grand-father, and of all his titles
of honour, there is none which he likes to be called
‘by fo well as this [Ta fou.]. This idea of their prince
.:is fo deeply imprinted in the minds of his people, and
‘of his. Mandarines, that when they make any panegy-
" ‘rick in the praife of their emperer, it is upon the topic
of his affeCtion to.his pcople. 'Their teachers and
their philofophers conftantly fet forth in their books
- that the ftate is but a large family, and that he who
-knows how to :govern the. one is the beft capable of
ruling the other. So that if the prince negle&ts never
fo lictle the practice of this maxim, he may be a good
- warrior, an able politician, a learned prince, and yet
meet with little or no efteem from his people.. . They
do not form their charater of their prince from thefe
- or fuch like qualities, his reputation encreafes or di-
minithes with them, in proportion as he is or is not a
father to them. 2
Secondly, Every Mandarine may tell ‘the emperor
of his faults, provided it be in fuch a fubmi{live man-
ner as is agreeable to that veneration and profound re-
fpect which is due to him; this is the manner they u-
{ually take to bring it about. The Mandarine who
perceives any thing in the emperor’s management dif-
agreeable-to their conftitution or laws, draws up a. re-
queft, in which, aiter having fet forth the refpeét which
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be bears towards his imperial majefty, he moft hum-
bly prays his prince that he will pleafe to refle& upon
the ancient laws and good example of the holy prin«
-ces his predeceflors: afterwards he takes notice where-
in he apprehends that his prince has. deviated from
them. - . .

This requeft lies upon the table among many other
petitians which -are daily prefented, and which the-
emperor is obliged to read: if he does not hereupon.
chinge his condudt, he is put in mind of it again, as-
often as the Mandarine hath zeal and courage to do it,
for they had need of a great deal of both who dare
wenture thus to expofe themfelves to their prince’s in--
dignation.

A little before I arnved at Pekmg, one who had an
office in that court, which s appointed for the infpec-
tion into the mathematics, had the courage to advife
the emperor in 'the aforefaid manner, concerning the
education of the prince his fon, fetting forth that in-
ftead of breeding him up to learning and knowledge,
his tutors made it their whole care and endeavour to
make bim expert in the bufinefs of war, tothcot with
the bow, and to manage pis.arms. Another let the -
- emperor know that he went too often from his palace,
ead that contrary to the cuftoms of the antient kings .
‘he made too long ftays in Tartary. This prince, who -
was one of the molt haughty, as well as the moft po-
licic governars that. ever fat in the throne, feemed to -
pay fome deference and refpeét to their advice. Ne- .
verthelefs, fince thefe his journeys into Tartary contri-
buted much to the preferving his health, the princes of -
his houthold begged of him to regard that more tham,
theidle whimfies of particular men.

As for-the mathematician who had troubled himfelf-”
with:what did not belong to him, the education of thex:

D,
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prince, he was turned out of his office, and the reft
of his fellow-officers, though they had mo hand in the
bufinefs, wére deprived of a year’s falary. This me-
thod hath been pradifed for a long time in China, and
their hiftories take notice that no means has been found
fo powerful as this to oblige their emperors, when they
8ét amifs, to return to their duty, although this means
proves often dangerous to thofe particular ycrfons who
make ufe of it.

Thirdly, If their princes have any regard for their
reputation, thé¢ manner in which their hiftories are
wrote, is alone fuflicient to keep them within bounds,
A certain number of men who for their learning and
impartiality are purpofcly chofen for this affair, remark
with all the exaétnefs peffible not only all their prince’s
altions but alfo his words; each of thefe perfons by
himfelf, and without communication with the éthers,.

-85 things fall eut fets them down into a loofe paper,

and puts thefe papers through a chink into an office

fet apart for this purpofe. In thefe papers both the
emperor’s virtues and faults are fet down with the fame
liberty and impartiality. ¢ Such a day (they fay) the
¢ prince’s behavionr was wpfeafonable and intempes
¢¢ rate, he fpcke after a manner which did not become
 his dignity. The punifhment which he infliked o
¢ fuch an offiger was rather the effe@® of his pafhon,
¢ than the refult of his juftice. In fuch an affair he
¥ ftopped the fword of juftice, and partially abrogat-
¢ ed the fentence paffed by the magiftrates.” Or clfe,
% He entered courageouily into a war for the defence
% of his people, and for the maintenance of the he~
% nour of his kingdom. At fuch a time he made an
¢ honorable peace. He gave fuch and fuch marks of
¢ his love to his people. Notwithftanding the com-
% mendations given him by his flatterérs, he wds not



THRE CHINESE TRAVELLER 83

“-puffed up, but behaved hinifelf modeftly, his words.
¢ were tempered with all the fweetnefs and humility-
¢ poffible; which made him more loved and admired
“ by his court than ever.” And im: this manner
they fet down cvery thing that occurs in his admini.
ftration.

But that neither fear on the one fide, nor hope on.
the other, may biafs-thefe men to a partiality in thé.
account they give of their prince, this officc is nevet
opened during that prince’s life, or while any of his.
family fit in the throne. 'When the crown goes in a--
nother line, which often happens, all thefe loofe mee.
moirs are gathered together, and after they have com-
pared them, to come to the more certain knowledgé -
of the truth, they from them compofe the hiftory of.
that emperor, to propofe him s an example to pofteri« -
ty, if he have alled wifely, or.to expofe him to thé:
common cenfure and odinm of the people, if he have
been negligent of his own duty and his people’s good. .
When a. prmcc loves henour and glory, and fees that -
it is not in the power of flattery and impofture to pers -
fuade the people to give it him; he will then be. cite -
camfpeétand cautious-how he behavés bimfelf during -
the- whole reign.

Intereft, which has a far grmter-command over fome -
tempers than the love of reputation, is-as great-a mos~
tive fo the emperor to be guided - by the antient cu-.
floms, and to adhere to the laws.. They are fo whol- -
ly made for his advantage, that he cannot violate them .
without .doing fome prejudice to his own -authority; .
nor can he make new and unufual laws, . without ex- -
pofing his kingdom to the danger of change and con.
fufion. Not that the grandees of his-court, or-his par--
liments, how zealoufly foever they-may feem to affert -
their antient cuftoms, ate eafily provoked to-a.revolr, ,

D.6.
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or to make ufe of their prince’s government, as an oc-
cafion to diminifh his authority. . Althowgh there are
fome examples of this in hiftery, yet they feldom oe-
cur, and whenever they do, it is under fuch circum-
flances as {eem to go a great way toward their juftifi-
cation.
_ But fuch is the temper of the Chinefe, that when
theic emperor is full of violence and paffion, or very
negligent of his charge, the fame fpirit of perverfenefs
potleflzs alfo his fubjets. Every Mandarine thinks
himfelf the fovereign of his province or city, when he
does not perceive it taken care of by a fuperior power.
The chief minifters fell places to.thofe who-are unfit
to fill them. The vice-roys become fo many little ty-
vants. The governors obferve no more the rules of
juftice. The people by thefe means opprefled and
trampled under foot, and by cenfequence miferable,
“are eafily ftirred up to fedition. Rogues multiply and
commit infolencies in companies; and in a country
where the people are almoft innumerable, numerous
armies do in an inftant get together, who wait nothing
but an opportunity, under fpecious pretences, te di-
fturb the public peace and quiet,

Such beginnings as thefe have occaﬁoned fatal cone
fequences, and have oftentimes put China under the
gommand of new mafters.. So that the beft and fur-
£t way for an emperer to eftablith himfelf in his throne,
j8 to give an exaét regard and an entire obedience to
thofe laws, whofc goodnefs have been confirmed by the
experience of more than four thoufand years.

. This is the ordinary form of government which the
laws prefcribe.  The emperor hath two fovereign
councils; the onc is calied the extraordinary council,
.and is compofed of piinces of the blood only; the a-
ther, called the council in ordinary, bas befides the.
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princes feveral minifters of. flate named Colags adw
mitted into it, 'Thefe are they who examine all the
affairs of ftate, and make their report.to the emperor,
from whom they have their final determination. Be-
fide thele there are at Peking fix fovereign courts, whofe '
authority extends over all the provinces of China, each
of thefe courts have their different.matters afligned to
them, of which they are to take cogmfanee.

But becaufe it is the emperor’s interelt to keep fuch
ccnﬁderable bodies as thefe fo far under, as that it-may
not lie in their power to weaken' the emperor’s authos
rity, or to enterprife any thing againft the ftate; care
is taken that though each of thefe fix.courts have their
particular charges of which they are conftituted fole
judges, yet no confiderable thing can be-brought to
perfe&ion and maturity without the joint help- and
mutual concurrence of all thefe courts; I explain my.
felf by the inftance of war:. the number of the troops;
the quality.of their officers, the march of the armies,
are provided for by the fourth court, but the money to
Pay them muft be had from the fecond. So ¢hat fcarce
any ane thing of confequence to the ftate can be pro-
moted without the infpetion of. m.'my, and oft nmcsof
all the Mandarines. .

"The fecond means ufed by thc emperor, for thxs
Ppurpofle, is to place an officer in each of thefe courts,
\who has an.eye to all-their proceedings. He is. not, it
is true, of the conncil, yet he is prefent at all their af-
femblies, and informed of all their proecedmgs
may -call this officer an infpeftor. He either prumtc-
by advertifes the court, or elfe openly accufes the Mamw
darines of the faults which they commit in their pri-
vate capacities as well as thofe which they commit in
the execution of their office. e obferves their actia
‘ans, their -behaviour, and cven thiir words, fo thas
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aothing efcapes his notice: < I am wld that he who

once undertakes this employ ¢an never quit it for any

other, that fo the hopes of a better pteferment may

never .tempt him to be partial to any ene, nor the fear

_ of lofing his place frighten him from accufing thofe
who mifbchave theméelves, Of thefe officers whomt
they call Colaos even the princes of the blood ftand in
awe; and I remember that one of the greateit of the
nobility. having built a houfe fomewhat higher than the .
suftom of China {uffers, did of himfelf pull it dowrx
in a few days, when he bad heard that one of thefe ins-
fpetors talked of accufing Him.. )

As for the provinces they are under the immediate -
sofpetion of two forts of vics-roys. One fort has the
government of onte province only. Thas thereisone
vice-roy at Peking, at Canton, aor at Nanking, or in any.

- gther town. but a little diftant from the chicf - city of
the province. Befides this, thefe provinces areunder
the government of other vice-roys, who are: called
Tfounto, and have under their jurifdi@ion two, or
shree, nay f{ometimes four provinces. There is no -
prince in Europe whofe dominions.are of fo large ex-
tent as is the jurifdition of thefe- general officers;
yet how: great foever their autbority. may feem to -
be, they.de in no wife diminifh that-of the particu-
Tar. vice-10ys; -and each of: thefe- two .vice-roys have .
their-particolar rights fo well fettled and adjufted, that:
they never clath or contend with each other in their.-
adminiftrations. )

Thefe have all of them in their feveral lordfhips~
many courts,.of the fame nature with thofe at-Peking -
already. defcribed, but are fubordinate to them, fo that~
from thefe they appeal to them: there are befide thefe
feveraliother inferior offices for the preparing bufinefs,,
or for: finifling it according to the extent of their com-
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miflions. There are three forts of towns, each of which:
have their particular governor,. and a great nuinber of
Mandarines who adminifter juftices among which ci--
ties there is this difference, that thofe of the third fors:
or Fank are fubordinate to thofe of the fecond, as thofe.
of the fecond are to them of the firft; thefe of the-
firft rank ate fubjedt to the jurifdi@ion of the gene-
ral officers of the capital cities, according as the nd~
sure of things require, and all the judges, be their
quality what it will in the civil government, have their
dependance on the vice-roy, in whom- refides the im-
perial authority. He from time ® time convenes.
the principal Mandarines of his province, to take

sognifance of the good or. bad qualitiés of the gover-

nors, lieutenants, and even inferior officers: he fends.
private difpatches to court to inform the emperor who
mifbehave themfelves, who are cither therefore depris.
ved of their offices, or elfc cited to appear and offer
what they have to fay in their Juﬁxﬁcatmn.

On the other hand the vice-roy’s power is counter--
poifed by that of the- great Mandarines who are abuut
Bim,, and who may accufe him when. they are fatisfi-
ed that it is- neceffary for the public good. Bat that-
which principally keeps him.upon his guard is that the
peopls, when:evil intreated or opprefled by him, may.
petition: the-emperor in perfon for his remeval, and
that another may be ordered them. The leaft infur-
reftion or diffurbance is laid- at his.doot,, which if it
continues- three-days he muft anfwer for.it-at his-peril,
It is his fault, fays the laws, if difturbances fpring up
in his family, that is, in the province over which he
bas the charge. He ought to regulate the condudt of
the Mandarines under him, that fo the people may not
foffer by their ill management. When people like:
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their mafters they. do not defire to-change them; and
- when the yoak is eafy it is a-pleafure to bear it.

But becaufe private perfons-cannot eafily come at the-

.eourt, and becaufe the juft complaints of his people
cannot always reach the ears of their prince, (efpecial-
ly in China where the governors eafily corsupt with
bribes the general officers, and they the' {upreme

.courts;) .the emperor difperfes.up and. down fecret
.Ipies, perfons of known wifdom and reputation; thefe
in every province by. their cunning management, in=
form themfelves from the countrymen, tradefmen .or

others, after what manner theMandarines behave them=-

{eves in the execution of their offices. 'When- from
their. private but certain informations, or rather when
_ by the public voige, which feldom impofes.on us, they
are acquainted with any diforder. Then they pub-
licly own their .commiffion from the. emperor; ‘they
take up.thofe criminal Mandarines, and manage the
caufe againft them. This heretofore kept all -the
judges .to their duty; ‘but fince the Tartars have
been mafters of China, thefe officers have been
laid afide;. in-as much as fome of them abufed their
commifBon, entiched themfelves by taking money of
the guilty to canceal.their faults, and of the innocent,
whom they threatened to accufe as criminal.’ Never~
thelefs, that_fo ufeful a means of keeping the magi-~
firates to their duty may not be wholly loft, the em-_
* peror himfelf, who has a.tender love for his fubjefls,
hath thought. it-his duty. to vifit in perfon each pro--
vince, and to hear himfelf the complaints of his peo-
ples which he performs with .fuch a diligence as makes
him the terror of his Mandarines,.and the.delight of
bis people. A mongft the great variety of accidents
~ which- have happsened to-him during thofe his progre(s
fes, they réport that being once fepazated from his at-
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tendants, he faw an old man.weeping bitterly, of whom
he enquired what was the occafion of his tears.  Sir,
faid the old man, who did not know to-whom he fpoke,
I have but-one fon; who was the comfort of my life,
and on whom lay the whole care of my family, a Man-
darine of: Tartary has deprived me of him; which hath
made me helplefs- at prefent, and will make me fo as
long as I live; for bow can }, who am fo poor and
friendlefs, oblige fo great a.man as he to make me re-
fitution? That is not fo difficult as you imagine, faid
the emperer; get up behind me and direét me to his

houfe who has done you this wrong. The good man’

complied’ without any ceremony, and in- twe hours’
time they both got to the Mandarine’s houfe, who little
expeted fo extraordinary a vifit. In the intesim the
guards, and a great company of lords, after a great
deal of fearch made came thither, fome of which.at-
tended without, others entered with the emperor, not
-knowing: what the bufinefs. was. which brought him
there. Where the emperor having convicted the Man~
-darine-of the violence. of which he was accufed, con-
demned him-on the fpot to death; afterward turning
rousid to the affliCted father who bad-loft his fon: To
make ‘you 2. good. recompence for your lofs, fays he,
after a grave and ferious manner, I give you- the of-
fice of the criminal who is juft now dead; but take
eare to. execute it with equity, apd let' his punifh-
ment, as well as his crime; prove for your advantage,
for fear left:you in your turn are made an example to
others. .

They. have fill a farther means to oblige:the vice-

-roys and other.governors to.a firick care of their charge,.

which expedient F do not believe any government or
kingdom, though never {o fevere, did ever make ufe
-ofa. It is this,. every governor is ohliged from time to
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time with oil humility and fincerity to own and s
hadwledge the fecret or. poblic faults committed by
himfelf in his adminiftration, and to0.fend the acconat

in writing up to coart. This is a more troublefome

-bufinefs to comply with than one readily insagines, for
on one fide it is am uncafy thing to accufe ourfelves of
thofe things which we kinow will be ponithed by the
emperor, though mildly. On the other fide it is wwre
dangerous to difiemble them ; for if-by chance theyare
.mccufed of them in the infpector’s advertifcnyent, the
Jeaft fault which the Mandarine fhall have concealed
-will be big enough to turn him out of his miniftry.
Bo that the beft way is to make a fincere confeffion of
ene’s faults, and to purchafe a pardon for them by mo-
ney, which in Chins has the virtue of blotting out ail
crimes, which remedy notwithftanding is no {mall po-
nithment for a Chinefe; the fear of fuch a punithment
makes him oft-tinies exceeding circumfpe& and care-
ful, and fometimes cven virtuous againft his own in-
-elinations. : S
After thefe provifions which the laws make, aslhave-
faid, they give the following dire&ions how to proceed
in the bufinefs of punifhing criminals. . Thete is no
need of having a warrant to carry them before the ma-

‘giftrate, nor that the magiftrate thould fit in a coust -

of juftice to hearthe accufation and plea of the crimi-
nal. Such formalities as thefe are not infifted on thers.
‘Wherever the magiftrate fees a fauit, there he has pow-
" er to punith it on the fpot, be it in the fireet, in the
highway or in a private houfe, it is all one; he may
take up a gamefter, a rook, or a debauchee, and with-
out any more formalitics he orders one of his attend--
ants to give him twenty or thirty firipes: after which;
as though nothing extraordinary had happened he. goes-
en his journey without .any concernment, Nogwith~
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flanding this pumithment dve perfons damaged .may ae-
cufd the kme criminal ofgain in & fuperior court, whese
be is ttied, the refult of which is ufually a further pw-
nithment, '

. Farther, the plaintiff may in'common cafes bring his
aflion in any highetr magiftrate’s court, even before it
has been plesded int an inferior court. I mean, an it~
habitaat of a town of the third rank may forthwith ag-
ply himfelf ¢o the governor of the capital city of the
provisce, or cven to the vice-roy, without having it
examined before the governor of his own town; and
when it on¢e tomes before a fuperior. judge, the infe-
rior oné¢s may not take cognifance of it, unlefs it be
deputed to them by thofe fuperior judges, as it of-
ten is. When the caufe is of great confequence, there
lies an appeal from the vice-roy to one of the fupreme
courts at Peking, according to the nature of the affais,
where the caufe is examined in one of the under offi-
ccs, who make their report to the prefident of the fu-
preme office, who gives fentence after he has advifed
with his afiflants, arid communicated his opinion to
the Caloas who carry it to the emperor. Sometimes
the emperor defires better information, fometimes
gives fentence on the fpot, and in his name the fu-
preme court makes a brief of the fentence, and fends:
it to the vice-roys for them to put it in execution.
A fentence pronounced in this manner is irrevoe-
able, they call it the holy cammandment; that is to
fay, the commandment which is without defet or par=
tiality. _

You will think it doubtlefs an inconceivable thing
that a prince thould have time to examine himfelf the
affairs of fo vaft an empire ns is that of China. Bur
befides that wars and foreign negotiations never fpend
his time, which in Europe-is almoft the {ole bulined-
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of the councils, befides this, I fay, their-affairs:are {&

“well digefted and ordered, that he can:with half an
eye fee to which party He ought to-inclise. in-his fen-
tence, and this becaufe their laws are fo plain that they
leave no -room: for- intricacy or difpute. 'So that two
hours a day is- time enough for that:prince to govern
himfelf an-empire of that extent; that were there other
‘laws might find employment for thirty kings. So true
ia-it that: the laws of :China, are wife, plain, well un+
derftood, and exally adequate to the particular gcmus
and temper of that nation.

- To give a general notion of "this, F fhall think 1t
fufficient-to. remark. to you three things, which are
exceeding conducive to the public peace, and are
as it were the wvery foul of the government..” The
firft is- the moral principles which are inftilled into the
people. 'The fecond is the political ‘rules which are
fet up in every thing. = The third is the maxims of
‘good policy which arc, ot ought to be every where-ob-
ferved.

The firft moral principle réfpes private families,.
and injoins children fuch a love, obedience, and re-
fpe&t for their parents, that neither the feverity of their
treatment, the impertinency of- their old age, or the
:meannefs of their rank, when the children have met
with preferment, can ever efface. One c¢annat ima-
gine to what a degree of perfeétion this firft principle
of nature is improved. There is:no fubmiffion, no
-point of obedjence which the parents cannot command,.
or which the children can refufe. Thefe children are -
abliged to comfort them when alive, and " continually
to bewail them when dead. They profirate themfelves
- a thoufand times before their dead bodies, offer them
-provifions, as though they were yet alive, to fignify
* that all their goods belong to them, and that from the:
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Dettom of their heart they wifth them in a capacity to
_ enjoy them. They bury them with a pomp and ex-
| pence which'to us would feem -extravagant, they pay
“ conftantly at their tombs = tribute of tears, which ce-
; rembnies they often perform even to their piGures,
i ‘which they.keep in their houfes with all imaginable
are, which they honour with offerings, and with as
due refpeét as they would their parents were they yet
aive. Their kings themfelves are not excufed this
piece of duty, and:the prefent emperor has been ob-
fervant of it, not only to-his predeceflors of his own
family, but even to thofe who were not. For one day
when in hunting he perceived a far off the magnifi-

' cent monument which his father had erefted for

Tcoumtchin, the laft Chinefe emperor, who loft his life
and-crown in a rebellion, he ran te the place, and fell
on his knees before the tomb, -and even wept, and in.
a.great eoncern for his misfortune: -O prince! (fays
‘“ he) O emperar, worthy of a better fate! you know
“ that your deftru&tion‘is no ways owing-to us; your
* death lies not at our door, your fubje&s brought it
** upon you. It was them that betrayed you. It is
“ upon them, and-not on.my anceftors, -that heaven
“ muft fend down vengeance for this a&.” After-
ward he ordered flambeaus to be lighted, and incenfe
to be offered. During all which time he fixed his
countenance on the ground, and arofe aot till all thefe
ceremonies were gver.

- The ordmary term of mourning is three years, dura
ing which time the mourner can exercife no public
office. So that a Mandarine is obliged to forfake hia
employ, and a minifter of ftate his office, to fpend all
that time in grief. If a father be honoured after his

death 2s a god, to be fure he is obeyed in his family

like a prince, over whom he exercifcs a defpotic powa
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er; -as abfolute mafter not only of his eftate which hé
diflributes to whom he pleafes, but alfo of his con-
cébines and children, of whom he difpofes with thag
liberty and power that he may fell them to firangers

when their behaviour difpleafes him. If a father ac~
cufes his fon of any crime before a Mandarine, there

needs no preof of it; it is fuppofed to be true that the
fon is in the fault if the father be difpleafed. This
patecnal power is of that extent, that there is no father.
but may take his fon’s life away, if he will ftick to his
accufation. When we feemed amazed at this proce-
dure, we were anfwered: 'Who underflands the merit
of the fon better than the father, who has brought him
up, educated him, and fuch a long time obferved ail
bis allions? And again, can any perfon have a great-
or love, or a more fincere affeQion for him? If there-
fore he who knows his cafe exaltly, and loves him ten-
derly, condemns him, how can we pronounce him:
guiltlefs and innocent? And when we objeéted that
fome perfons have an inbred diflike of others, and that
fuchers who were mén, as well as fathers, were capable
of fuch antipathies againft fome of their children; they
an{wered, that men were not more unnatural than fa-
vage beafls, the cruclieft of which never deftroyed their
young ones for a frolic; but fuppeing there be fuch
monfters among men, their children by their modefty
and fwectnefs of temper muft tame and foften them.
But after all, fay they, the love of their children is fo
deeply imprinted in the hearts of parents, that antipa-
thy, or diflike, unlefs provoked and inflamed by the
undutiful ftubbornnefs and diforderly behaviour of theie
childien, can never erafe.
-If it fhould happen that a fon thould be fo infolent as
to mock his parents, or anive to that height of fary
_and madnefs as ¢o lay violent bands on them; itis the

»
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whole empire’s concern, and the province where this
horrible wiolence is committed is alarmed, The em-
peror himfelf judges the criminal. All the Manda.
rines .near the place are turned out, efpecially thofe of
that town,who have been fo negligent in their inftru@i..
ons. The neighbours are all reprimanded for negle&-
g, by former punifhments, to flop the iaiquity of
this crimninal before it came to this height, for they
fuppofe that fuch a diabolical temper as this muft needs,
have {hewed itfelf on bther occafions, fince it is hardly
poflible to attain to fuch a pitch of iniquity at once.
As for the crimigal there is no punifhment which they
think too fevere. They cut him in a thoufand pieces,
burn him, deftroy his houfe to the ground, and even
thofe houfes which ftand near it, and fet vp monu-
'ments, and memorialg of this fo horrible an infolence.
Even the emperors themielves cannot rejed the au-.
thorizy of their parents without running the rifk of
fuffering for it; and hiftory tells us a flory which will
always make the affeCtion which the Chinefe have te
this duty appear amijable. One of the empeross had a
mother wiio managed a private intrigye with one of
the lords of the court; the notice which was publicly
takon of it, obliged the emperor to thew his refent-
ment of it, both for his own honour and that of the.
empire: fo that he banithed her intoa far diftast pro-,
vinoes and becaufe he knew that this a&ion would not
be very acceptable to his princes and Mandarines, he
forbg_d_ them all, under pain of death, giving him ad..
vice therein. They were all filent for Tome time,
hoping that of himfelf he would condemn his own
couduct in that affair; but feeing that he did not, they
refolved to appear in it, rather than {uffer fo pernici-
ous 3 precedent,

The firft who had the courage to put up a requeft
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to the emperor in this matter was put to death on the'
fpot. 'His death put not a ftop to- the Mandarines’ |

proceedings; for a day or two after another made his
appearance, and ‘to -fhew all the world that he was

|
\
\
<

willing to facrifice his life for the public, he ordered

his hearfe to fland at the palace-gate. The emperor
minded not this generous ation, but was the rather
more provoked at it. ¥e not only fentenced him to

death, but to terrify all others from following his ex-

ample, he ordered him to be put to the torture. One’
would not think it prudence to hold out longer. The"

Chinefe were of another mind, for they refolved to
fall one after another rither than bafely to pafs over in
filence fo bafe an altion.

There was therefore a ‘third who devoted himfelf.,:

He, like the fecond, ordered his coffin to be fet at the- |
palace gate, and protefted to the emperor that he was

~ not able any longer to fee-him ftill guilty of his crime.
¢ What fhall we lofe by our death (fays he) nothing
% but the fight of a prince, upon whom we cannot

% look without amazement and horror. Since you will-
¢ not hear us, we will go and feek out yours and the

¢ emprels your mother’s anceftors. They will hear our
¢ complaints, and perhaps in the dark and filence of
« thenight you will hear ours and their ghofts reproach
¢ you with your injuftice.”

+ The emperor being more enraged than ever at this
infolence, as he called it, of his fubjefts, infliCted on
this laft the fevereft tormehts he could devife. Many
others, encouraged by thefe examples, expofed then:-
felves to torment, and did in effe€t die the martyrs of
filial duty, which they flood up for with the laft drop
of their blood. At laft this heroic conftancy wearizd
out the emperor’s cruelty; and whether he was afraid
of more dangerous confequences, or was himfelf con-

\
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viniced of hiﬁ own fault, he repented, as he was the
father of his people, that he had fo unworthily put to

deéath his childrén; and as a fon of the emprefs he was

troubled that be had fo long mifufed his mother. He
recalled her therefore, reftored her to her former dig-

nity, and after that the more he horoured her, the.

more was he himfelf honoured by his fubjeéls.
The fecond moral principle which obtains among

them, is to homour their Mandarines as they would the.

emperor himfelf, whofe perfon the Mandarines. repre-
fent. “To maintain this credit the Mandarines never
appear in public witheut a retinue, and face of gran-

deur that commands refpe€t, They are always carri=.

ed in a magnificent chair open, before them go all the

oflicers of their courts, and round them are carried atk”

the matks and badges of their dignisy. ‘Fhe people,

wherever they come, open to the right and left to let .

them pafs through. - When they adminitter juftice in
their palaces, no body fpeaks to them but on their

knees, be they of what quality they will, and fince they -

can at any time command any perfons to be whipped,
no one comes near them without trembling.

Heretofore when any Mandarine took a journey, all .

the inhabitarits of the towns through which he pafled
ran in a crowd to meet him, and proffer their fervices,
condulting him with all folemnity through-their terri-
tory: now when he leaves his office which hie has ad-

miniftered to the fatisfaltion of all men, they give -

him fuch marks of hondur, as would engage the moft .

frupid to'love virtue and juftice. When he is taking

his leave in order to lay down his office, almoft all the

inhabitants go in the highways, and place themfclves

fome here, fome there for almoft fourteen or fifteen

miles together. So that every where in the road one

fees tables handfomely painted, with fatin fable-
Vor. L.
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_cloths, covered with fweet-meats, tea and other Ii-
quors. .

Every one almoft conftrains-him to flay, to fit down
and eat or drink fomething. When he leaves onec a-
nother ftops him, and thus he fpends the whole day a-
mong the applaufes and acclamations of his people.
And, which is an odd.thing, every one defires to have
femething which.comes from off him. Some take his
boots,- others_his cap, fome his great coat; but they
who take.any thing, give him another of the fame
fort, and before he is quit of this multitude, it fome-

- times happens that he has had thirty different pairs of
boots on.

Then he hears himfelf called publick benefa&or, the
preferver and father of his people. - They bewail the
lofs of him with wet eyes; and a Mandarine muft be very
infenfible indeed, if he does not in his turn:thed a tear
or two, when he fees fuch tender marks of affe@ion.
For the inhabitants are not obliged-to-fhew him this
refpect, and when they do not like the adminiftration
of a governour, they fhew.themfelves as indifferent at
his departure, as they do.affeCtienate and forry at the.
1afs of a good one.-

“The extraordinary réfpe& avhich children pay to
their ‘parents, and people .to their governours, is the
greateft means of preferving quietnefs in their fami-
lies, and peace in their towns; [ am perfuaded that
al the good order, .in which we fee fo mighty a people,
flows from thefe two-{prings.

The third principle of morality eftablifhed among
them is this, .that it is very neceffary that all people.
fhould obferve towards each other the ftricteft rules of
modefty and civility, that they fhould behave them-
felves fo obligingly and complaifantly,, that all their ac-
-ions may lave a mixture of fweetnels and courtefy-
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in them. This, fay they, is that which makes the
diftinétion between man and bheaft, or between the
Chinefe and other men: they pretend alfo that the
difturbance of feveral kingdoms is owing to the rough
and unpolifhed temper of their fubjects. For thofe
tempers which fly out into rudenefs and paflion, per-
petually embroiled in quarrels, which ufe neither ref=
pe& nor complaifance toward any, are fitted to be in-
oendiarics and difturbers of the publick peace.  On the
contrary, people who honour and refpect each other,
who can {ufferan injury, and diffemble or ftifle it; who
religioufly obferve that difference which cither age, qua-.
Lity, or merit-have made; 4 people of this ftamp are
_ maturally lovers of order, and when they do amifs itis
not without violence te their own inclinations.
The Chinefe are fo far from negleing the pradtice
of this-maxim, that in feveral inftances they carry it
on too far. No fort of men are excufed from it; tradef-
men, fervants, nay even countrymen have their ways
of exprefling kindnefs and civility to one another; I
Bave often been amazed to fee footmen take their leave
. of each other on their knees, and farmers in their en-
tertainments ufe more compliments and ceremonies
than we do at our publick treats. Even the feamen,
who from their manner of living, and from the air
they breathe, draw in naturally roughhnefs, do yet bear
to cach other a Jove like that of brothers, and pay that
deference to one another, ‘that one would think them
united by the &raiteft bands of friendthip.

. The ftate, which has always, in policy, accounted .
this as moft conducive to the quict of the empire, has
appointed forms of falutation, of vifiting, of making
entertainments, and of writing letters.  The ufual way
of falutation is to lay your hands crofs your breaft, and
bow your head a little. Where you would £ill fhow a

"E 2- :
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greater refpet, you muft join your hands together, and’
carry them almoft to the ground, bowing your whole
body; if you pafs by a perfon of eminent quality, or
receive fuch a one into your houfe, you muft bend one
knee, and remain in that pofture till he whom you thus:
falute takes you up, which he always does immediate--
ly. But when a Mandarine appears in publick, it would
be a criminal faucinefs to falute him in any fort of
fathion, unlefs you have occafion to fpeak to him: youw
muft ftep afide a little, and holding your eyes on the
ground, and your arms crofs your ﬁdcs, ftay till he be
gone paft you.

Although very familiar acquaintance make vifits
without any ceremony, yet for thofe friends who are
not fo, cuftom has prefcribed a fet form of vifiting.
The vifitor fends his fervant before with a piece of red
paper, on which is wrote his own name, and a great
many marks of refpe& to the pcrfon he vifits, accor-
.ding as his dignity or quality is. When this meflage
is received, the vifitor comes in, and meets with a-ree
ception anfwerable to his merit. The perfon vifited
fometimes ftays for the vifitor in the hall, without go--
ing out to meet him, or if he be of a much fuperior
quality without rifing from his feat: fometimes he
meets the vifitor at his door; fometimes he goes out
into the court-yard, and fometimes even iuto the ftreer
to bring him in. 'When they come into view, they
both run and make alow bow. ‘Fhey fay but little,
their compliments are in form, one knows what he mufk
fay, and the other how he muft anf{wer; they never
beat their brains, like us, to find out new compliments,
andfine phrafes. A.t every gate they makea halt, where
the ceremonies begin afrefb, and the bows are renewed
to make each go firft; they ufe but two ways of fpeak-
ing on this occafion, which are Tfin; that is ¢ pray
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# bic plenfed to emtery”” and Poukdn, *¢ it mulk not be.”
Each of them repeats dis word four or five timés, and
then the feanger fuffers himfelf to be perfuaded, and
goes onto the next doar, where fhe fame thing begins
ancw.

‘When thcy come to- the room 'i:cre they are o
fwy, they fland nesr the door in a row, and every one
bows almoft vo the ground; then follow the ceremeo-
nies of kneeling, and going on this or that fide to give
the right hand, theéa the chairs are faluted {for they
have their compliments paid them as well as the men;
they rub them zo teke all duft away, and bow inarel-
petive manner 1o thom) then follow the contentions
about the firft place;: yet all this makes mo confufion.
Ufe has made it natural to the Chinefe, they know be-
fore what themf{elves, and what others are to do, every
one ftays ¢ill the others have done in their order what
is expeled, fo that there happens no cénfofion or dif-
turbaace..

It muft Be owned that this is a great pieee of fa-
tigue, and after fo many motions and’ different pofturés
in’ which they fpend a quarter of an hour before they
are to fit down, it muft be owned they have need e-
“nough of sreft. The chairs are fet fo that every body
fits oppefite to one another; when you are fate, you
xudt fit fraight, not lean back, your eyes muft look
downward, your hands muft be ftrctched on your knees,
your feet even, not acrofs, with a grave and compofed |
betraviour, not to be overforward to fpeak. The Chi-
mefe think that a vifit confifts not in mutual converfe
fo innch as in.outward compliment and ceremony, and
in’ China the vifitor may truly and properly fay he comes
4o pay his refpets, for oft-times there arc more-honours
paéd than words fpoken.

A fmifionary did aver to me thata Maadarine made.

E 3
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him a vifit, in which he fpoke never a word ‘to Kim.
This is always certain that they never overheat-them-
felves with difcourfing, for one may gcncrally fay of
‘them that they are ftatues or figures placed in a thea-
tre for ornament. They bave fo little of difcourfe and
fo much of grav;ty.

Their fpeech is mighty fubmxﬂive and humble, you
will never hear them fay, for example, *“ I am obliged
¢ to you for the favour you have done me,” but thus,
¢¢ The favour which my. lord, which my inftruter has
¢ granted to me, whoam little in-his eyes; or whoam
¢ hisdifciple, bas extremely obliged me.” Again, they

. do not fay, * I make bold to prefent you with 2 few:
. curiofitics of my country; but, the fervant takes the
¢¢ liberty to offer to his lord a few curiofities whith
_ % came from the mean and vile country. Again, not
¢ whatfoever comes from your kingdom er province 8
- % well worked; but whatfoever comes from the pre-
¢ cious kingdom, the noble province of the lord:is
. % extraordinary fine,. and exceeding well wrought.”™
In like manner in all other cafes, they never fay I or
you in the firft or fecond perfon; ““but me your few
‘¢ vant,. me- your difciple,.me your fubje&t.” And in-
ftead of faying you, they fay  the do&tor faid, the lord
“ did, the emperor appointed.” It would be a great.
piece of clownifhnefs to fay otherwife, unlefs to your
. {ervants,

During the vifit the tea goes round- two or three’
times, where you muft ufe a ceremony when you take-
the dith, when you earry it to your-meuth, or-when
you return it to the fervant. "When you depart it is
with the fame ceremonies with which yon came in,
and you conclude the comedy with the fame. expence
you began it. ' Strangers are very uncouth at playing
their parts herein, and make great blunders. The
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‘reafonable part-of the Chinefe fmile at them and excufe
them; others take exceptions at it, and defire them to-
learn and pratice before they venture in publick. For
this reafon- they:allow-ambaffadors forty- days to pre:
pare for. their audience of the emperor;.and for fear
they thould mifs any ceremeny, they fend them, during
the time allowed,.mafters of the ceremonics, who teach
them, and make them pra&ice.- '

Their feafts are ecremonious even beyond whae
you can imagine, you would think they-are not invited
0. cat, but to make grimaces. Not-a mouthful of
- meat is eat; or a-drop of wine drank but it cofts an hun-
-dred faces. They have, like our concerts of mulick;
an officer who-beats-time, -that the guefts' may all to-
gether in concord take their meat on their plates, and
put it into their mouths, and lift up their little inftru
ments of wood, wirich ferve-inftead of: a fork, or put

- them again in their places in order. Every-gueft has
apeculiar table, without table-cloathy napkin, knife ot
fpoon; for every:thing is ready cut to their hands, and
shey never touch any thing but with two little wooden
inflruments tipped with filver,.which the Chinefe \han-
dle very dexteroufly, and which ferve them for an unis.
verfal inftrument.

They begin their feafts-with- drmltmg wine, wfuch'
is given to-every gueft at one and the fame time in #
fmall -cup of China-or filver, which cup all the guefls
‘take hold -of with both hands: every one lifts his vef-
fel a8 high as his head, prefenting their fervice thereby.
to one another without- fpeaking; and inviting each o-
ther to drink firft. It is enough if you hold the cup to
your mouth only without drinking- during the time
while the reft drink; for if the outward ceremonies
are obferved and kept, it is all one to them whether.
you drink or pot.

E 4
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Afeer the &tft-cup; they fet upen every table a-grest

weffel of bathed macat, or rageo.  Then everyone ob-
ferves the motions of the mafter of the feaft, who di-
reQs the adtions of his guells. Acconding ashe gives
the ﬁgn. they take their two little infrumeirts, brandith
them in the air, and as it were prefent them, and after
exercifing them after twenty fakhions which I coanot
exprefs, they ftrike them into the dith, from whence
they cleverly bring mp a picce of meat, which muft
be eat neither too haflily nor to flowly, fince it wowld
be 2 rudenefs cither to cat before others or to make
them ftay for you. Then again they exercife their lits
tle inftruments, which at length they place.on the ta-
ble in that poflure whercin they were at the firft. I
all this you muit obferve nmc, that ali may begin and
end at oxnce.
- A little after comes ; the wine again, which is drank
with all the cesemonies aforefaid. Then comes a fe-
cond mefs, which they dip into as into the firft, and
thus the feaft is. cantiniued until the end, drinking be-
tween every mouthful, till there have been twenty or
four and twenty different plates of meat at every table,
which ‘makes them drink offas many cups of wine; but
we muft obferve that, befides that I have faid that chey
drink as much or a8 littde as they will at a time, their
wine cups are very little, and their wine is fmall.

‘When all the-dithes are ferved, which are done with
all imaginable order, no more wine is brought, and the
- guelts may be a little more free with their meat, taking
indifferently out of any of thele dithes before them,
which yet rouft be done when the reft of the guefts
take out of fome of their dithes, for uniformity and or-
der is always facred. At this time they bring rice and
bread, for as yet nothing but meat has been brought;
they bring likewife fine broths made of feth or fith, in
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wbic,h the guefts, ifthey think fit, may mingletheirricé.

They fit at table ferious, grave, and filent, for three
or four hours together.  'When the mafter of the houfe
fees they have all done eating, be gives the fign to rifé,
and they go afide for a quarter of an hour into the hall
or garden to entertain and divert themfelves. Then
they come again to table, which they find fet out with

all forts of fweetmeats, and dried fruits, which they
keep to eat with their tea.

Thefe cuftoms fo ftri@ly enjoined, and fo extremely
‘troublefome, which muft be performed from one end
1o the other of the feaft, keeps all the guefts.from eat-
ing, who do not find themfelves hungry. till they arife
from the table. Then they have a:great mind to go-
and dine at home; but a-company of ftrollers: come and
play overa comedy; which is fo tedious that it wearies
-one as much as that before at-the table did. Nor 1s-
tedioufnefs the only fault, for they are commonly
~wery dull and very noify, no rules are obferved, fome-
times they fing, fometimes bawl, and fometimes howl,,
&)rAthe Chirefe have little kil in making declama--
tions. Yt you muft not laugh at this folly, but all
the while admire at the politenefs of China, at its ce~
remonies,. inftituted, as they fay, by the difcretion of
the antients, and ftill kept up by the w:fdom of the-
moderns.

" The letters wluch are wrote from one to another,.
are as remarkable for their civilities'and ceremonies,,
which are as many and as myfterious as the others. .
They do not: write in the fame manner as they fpeak;

the bxgncfs of the charalters, the diftance between the-
“fines, the innumerable titles of honour given to the fe--
veral qualities- of perfons, the fhape of the paper,. the-
number of red, white or blue covers for the letter, ac-
cording to the perfon’s condition, and an-hundred other:

E ;.
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formalitjes puzzle fometimes the brain of the moft ume-
derftanding men amongft them, for there is fcarce any
one who is fecretary enough to write and fend one of
their letters as it ought to be.

There are a thoufand other rules pralifed by the-
better fort in ordinary converfation, which you muft
obferve, unlefs you would be accounted a clown; and”
though in a thoufand inflances thefe things favour
more of aridiculous affetation than of real politenefs,.
no one can deny neverthelefs- but: that thefe cuftoms,
which people obferve fo exadtly, do infpire into them
a fweetnefs of temper, and a love of order. Thefé three
.moral principles, that is, the refpe& which children
pay their parents, the veneération which all pay the emr
peror and his. officers, and the mutual humility and*
courtefy of all people, work their effet the better, be-
caufe fupported by a wife and well underftoed pohcy.
The prmc:ple maxims of which are, as follow.

The firft is, never to give any one an office in his
own province,. and that. for two reafons; becaufe, firfh,
a Mandarine of ordinary parentage is ufually. defpifed
by thofe who know his family. Secondly; becaufe be-
ing brought into favour and repute, by the great-nom-
ber of bis kindred ard friends, he might be enabled
cither to make, or at leaft to fuppert a.rebellion, or at
leaft it would be very difficult for him to.execute juf-
tice with an univerfal. m}pamalmy -

The fecond maxim, is to retain at court the du!-
dren of theMandarines empleyed in the moftconfidera-
ble offices in the province, under pretence indeed of
educating them well, but in rcality keeping them as
hoftages, left their fathers fheuld fall from that duty
which they owe the emperor.

'The third maxim, is that when ene goes to law,
fuch a commiffary is made ufe of as the emperor plead-
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es to name, -unlefs the office or quality of the criminal:
gives him the liberty. to.refufe him.. If the emperor.
diflikes the firlt fentence, he may commiffion new jud.
ges to re-examine it until the fentence bz agreeable to
his mind. For otherwile it would be in the power of
money, or of artifice to fave a man whofe life would:
be noxious to the good of the ftate.  On the other fide,.
fay. they, we need not fear the prince’s paflion, who if
he have a mind to take off a good man may find ways
enough to do it without going fo openly aboutit. But
it is but fitting that there thould be a means efficacious
enough to rid the empire of an ill man.

- The fourth maxim of policy is never to fell any:
place, but to beftow it always upon merit; that is to
thofe of good life,.and who by a diligent ftudy have ac=-
quainted themfelves with the laws and cuftoms of their
country. To this end informations are exhibited of
“the life and manners of the candidate, -efpecially~-when
a Mandarine is removed from an inferior to a fuperior
effice; as for their underftanding the laws, they under--
go fo many examirations and trials of it, that it is im-
poffible for an ignoramus to be thought underftanding, .
fo fevere are the,meafures which. they take.

‘When, they. refolve to fet a child apart:to learning,.
they putjhim to a mafter,. for the towns of China are
full of {chools, where. reading and writing are taught,
which to learn well will take up fome years. When the
youth has made a pretty good progrefs in this, he is: -
prefented to a Mandacine of the lower order to be ex«-
amined. If he writes a- good hand, and makes their
charalters handfomely, he is admiited among thofe whe.
apply themfelves to-the knowledge of books, and encea--
vour to obtain a degrec,. of which there are three-
forts, which anfwer to our bachelor,. mafter of arts,,
and dotor.. As.the. fortunes of.the Chinefe do whole-

‘ L 6.
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ly depend upon their capacity and underftanding, fo»
they {pend their whole life in ftady.  'They fay by heart
all their flaple bools with a wonderful alacrity,. they
make comments ontheir laws : compofition, eloguence,
imitation and knowledge of their antient doftors, and
the delicacy and politenefs of the modern ones, from
Gx to fixty are their conflant employ. In fome the
quicknefs and readinefs of wit faves them a great deal
of labour, for fome have been dcétors at 2n age when
others can write but indifferentlys but thefe are heroes
amonglt the Chinefe, of which onc in an age is e-
nough. _ :

The examinations are ftriQt, maflers of arts are creat-
ed by the principal Mandarines of the province ; ba<
chelors by thofe: Mandarines affifted by 2 commiffary
from court; as for doctors they commence only at Pe~
king: but becaufe fome who deferve this degree, have
not wherewith to defray fo expenfive a journey, what ‘
is neceffary for it, is beftowed on them gratis, that fo
poverty may not deprive the ftate of the fervice of thofe
men who may prove ufeful and beneficial to it.

Every one’s charaller is taken from his ability to ins
vent or compofe. For this purpofe the candidates are
fhut up in a clofe room, without books, without any
other paper than what is neceffary for them to write
on. All the while they are forbidden all manner of
correfpondents, at the doors are placed by the Mada-
rines guards, whofe fidelity no bribes can corrupty the
fecond examination is yet more firi&, for left the com.
miflary fent by the couvrt fhould himfelf be byafled
through favour or the hopes of gain, he is not fuffered
to fee or fpeak with any perfon till the examination is
over.

In creating the doctors, the emperor often engiges
himfelf; the prefent emperor is more feared by the
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candidates than any of the other pofcfs, not only for
his nice exaltnefs and rigoreus juftice, but for his ‘ex.
traordinary abilities in judging of any thing of this nas
‘targ.. When the dooss are named, they are prefens
ted to himj; to-thethree principal of which he gives gare
lands of flowers, orany other marks of honour, ta dif+
tinguifh them from the reft; fome of them likewife
he chufes for members of his royal academy, from
whence they never remove, unlefs unto pofts of the
greateft confideration and credit in the kingdom.
‘The great number of prefents which they receive
from their kindred and fricads keeps the doctors from
being poor, Every one-hopes to make fome advane
tage from his friendthip; but left high promotion
fhould make them negligent, and fit loofe to their ftus
‘dies; they ftill undergo feveral examinations, whete
if they appear to have been negligent, they tertainly
meet with feverity and reproof; whereas if they have
#ill continued to forward'and improve their ftudies,
they meet with a fuitable encouragement and reward.
No fmall fhare of the public good is owing to this
principle of policy. The youths, whom idlenefs and
floth never fail to corrupt, -are by this conftant-employ«
ment diverted from ill courfes, they have fcarce-time
enough to follow their .loofe inclinations. Secondly,
ftudy forms and polifhes their wits. People who nc-
ver engage in arts and fciences; are always blockifh and
ftupid. Thirdly, all offices are filled by able men, and
if they cannot prevent that injuftice which proceeds
from the covetoufnefs and corrupt affetions of offi=
cers, at Jeaft they will take care to-hinder that which
arifes from ignorance and immorality.  Fourthly,
fince the places are given, the emperor may with greae
ter juftice turn out thofe officers whom he fhall find
undeferving. We ought indeed to puaith every ofe
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fender; yet'it would be nataral to bear with a Mane
darine who is negligent of his office for want.of under+
ftanding or application, who is too mild or over fevere,
if taking away his place would ruin his family, whofe
whole fortune it: may be. was laid out in the purchafe
of ity when-as if.a place be difpofed-only by domation; -
the prince who gave it may. eafily without any diftur~
bance take it' from one,. and gratify another with it..

Laftly,. no- fees- are paid for the adminiftration of
juftice, The judge whofe office coft him nothing,.
and who has his falary - ftated; ‘can require mothing of
the parties at law: which impowers every poor man
to profecute his own' rights, and frees him,from being
opprefled by the opulence of his adverfary; who cannot’
be brought to do juftly: and rezfonzbly becaufe the o+
ther has not money.

The Chinefe have eftablithed this as a fifth maxim
of policy, never to fuffes ftrangers to have any fhare in
theiradminiftratien. Thefmall efteem they.bear thems.
makes the Chinefe ufe them fo courfly. They fancy-
that a mixture of natives and- foreigners would brmg
them to contempt, and occafion nouglt but corruption
and ‘diforder.. From thence alfo would- fpring parti-
eular grudges, making parties, and at laft: rebellicns.
For difference of people neceffarily feppofes difference
of cuftoms, languages, humour and religion. This
makes them no longer children of the fame family,
bred up to the fame opinions, and tempéred with the
fame notions; and be there a'l imaginable care ufed in
inftructing and forming ftrangers, they are at moft but
adopted fons, who never have that implicit cbedience
and tender affe&ion; which children by.nature bear to
their own parents. . So that thould foreigners be het-
ter qualified than nathes, which you can never m:ke

— the Chinefe telicve, they would fai ¢y it Jor the geod
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of their country to- prefer matives to' them: and it iy
dJittle lefs than a miracle in favour of chriftianity, that-
& few miflionaries have been:{uffered to fettle there.

This laft prece' of pelicy is extremely good when:
thofe of a falfe-religion.are kept out,.which teaches re-
bellion and difturbance;. itfelf bemg the produ& of
-eaballing and riot; but the cafe is otherwife in chrifs-
tianity, whof¢ humility, fweetnefs and obedience te-
authority, produces nought but peace, unity, and cha~
rity among all.people.. ‘Fhis is- what the Chinefe bew:
- gin to be convinced ofy. having had trial of it for an.
whole age together. Happy were-it if they would emw-
brace it as a. conftitution equally neceflary for the-fake
vation of their fouls, as cqgnducive to the peace and'
good of their ftate,

Their fixth maxim: is-that nobility. is never hcredu'
tary, neither is there any diftintion between-the quas
lities of people; faviag what the offices which they ex-
ecute makes: fo that excepting.the family of Confucin
us the whole kingdom is divided into magiftracy and
eommonalty; There-ate no-lands but what are held
by focage-tenure, not even thofe lands. which are de¢fs
tined for- the Bonzes, or which belong to-the temples
of the idols. Seo that their gods; as.well.as men, are-
fabjet to the ftate, and are obliged by taxes and con=
tributions to acknowledge the emperor’s fupremacy.
‘When a.vice-roy: or governeur of a province is dead,.
his children, as well as others, bave their fortunes to-
make; and if they inherit:not their father’s virtue and
ingenuity,. his.name which.they bear,.be itnever fo fae
mous,.gives them- no quality at all..

The advantages which the flate makes of this max.
#m are-firft; trading is'in a more Aourifhing condition,
which. the lazinefs of the nobilityis ths likelieft-micans
to ruis.  Scgondly, the emperor’s. revenues e ens
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creafed by it; becaufe no cftates are tax-free. Ia
towns which pay poll:momey no perfon is exempty
Thirdly, by this means families are hindered from inw
gratiating themfelves with the populace, and fo kept
from eftablifhing themfelves fo far in the people’s fav
vour, that it would be a difficulty to the prince him-
{elf to keep them within bounds. Lattly, itis a receive
ed opinion among the Chinefe, that if an emperor
would be obeyed he muftlay his commands npon fub~
jocts, and not vpon {o many little kmgs.

"Their feventh principle of pelicy is to keep up in
peace, as well as war, great armies, as well to main-
tain a credit and refpe& from the neighbours, a3
fifle or rather prevent any difurbance or infurre€tion.
which may happen at home. Heretoforea million of
foldiers were fet to guard their great wall. A lefs
number alfo than that to garrifon their frontiers and
great towns would have been two little. Now they
think it enough to keep gamﬁms in their moﬂ: impor-
tant towns.

Befides thefe ftanding forces, there are fifteen or
twenty thoufand men in each province, under the com-
mand of private officers; they have alfo foldiers to
keep their iflands, efpecially Haynan and - Formofa:.
The horfe-guards of Peking are above an hundred and
fixty thoufand.  So that, I believe, in the greateft and
fecureft peace the emperor has in pay and at' mufter no -
lefs than fifty hundred thoufand effe&ive men, all ar-
med according te the cuftom of the country with fci-
meters and darts. They have but a very Tmall infan.

try, and of thofe which they have there are no pike-
' men, and very few mufketeers. '

Their foldiers are- very graceful, and pretty well
difciplined, for the Tartars have alinoft degenerated in-
to Chinefe, and the Chinefe continue as they always
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were, foft, effeminate, emenvicé of hbour, better
) nphngnnhndfune ﬁgureucuﬁ.eru #n a march; .
than at behaving themicives gallantly ia an altion.
The Tartars begin with beat and britknefs, and i they
can make their eaemies give ground in the boginning,
then they can make their advantage of it; otherwife
theyare unable to continue an attack a good while, or
to bear up long again@t oue, efpecially if made in ors
der and with rigour. The emperor, whom I have had
the honour to fpeak with, who {ays nothing but what
. ¥ proper, as he does nathing but what is great, gave
this fhort charatker of them, they are good foldiers
when appofed to bad ones, but bad when owofod to
good ones.

The cighth maxim is concerning their rewards and
punifiments. Great men who have faithfully ferved
their country never lofe their reward ; and becaufe be
a prince never fo opulent, -he can never have enougly
to reward all his fubjels, this defect is made up by
marks and titles of hionour, which are very accepra~
ble: to the fubjefls, arid no charge to the prince.

Thofe titles of honour are what they call the' feve-
ral orders of Mandarines. They fay fuch an one is'®
Mandarine of the firft rank, ‘or the emperor has placed
fuch an one in the firft clafs of the Mandarines of the
fecond rank, and in like manner of others, This dig
_nity, which is merely honorary, makes them take place
in affemblies, vifité, and councils, but is no profit to
them. Tomaketheferewardsof greater extent, whichthe
people chufe mwch fooner than penfions, they are fome~
times beftowed.even wpon the dead, who are oft-times’

made Mandarines after their funerals, who thereford
* fill fometimes the greateft places of honour amongft the
nebility: whea the emperor cannot beftow upon them
the meaneft place among the living. They buwve of-
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tentimes at the publick or-prince’s charge lofty monu+
ments raifed for them, and that court which looks af-
ter the publick expences judges what recompenfe thall
be "paid to-their defert. Phefe rewards are oft-times
accompanied with elogies in their praife made by the
emperor himfelf, which-makes thlem -and their family
famous to all pofterity:- But the higheft honour-is te
- make them faints, to build: them temples, and offer
them facrifices as to the'gods of thecountry. By this
means- paganifm has been mightily- fupported by the
emperors, . adoring themfelves the work of their owns
bands, and.paying worthip and honour to them, who-
when alive-would have been glad-to be:proftrate at-
their own worthippers feet.

They reward alfo in private men thofe virtuous ac-
tions which bring no publick advantage to the ftate.-
‘We read in hiftory that: témples have been raifed to-
the memery of fome maids who all.their lives-kept:
their chaftity inviolable. And I myfelf have. feen in-
feveral of their towns trophies with honourable infcrip~
tions raifed up for inhabitants of mean rank and de<
gree, to publith to. all the world their virtue and me--
rit. .
" If the Chinefe: are- very:liberal in their rewards,,
they are as fevere in their- punifhments even of the-
flighteft faults; their punifhments are adequate.to their:
demerits. The ufual punithment is the. bafiinado on-
the back. When they receive but forty or fifty blows
they call this a fatherly correction.  To which as well:
Mandarines as others arc fubje&; this-punifhment is-
not accounted very feandalous, and after it is executed,.
the criminal muft fall on his knees before the judges.
and if able bow three times down to the ground, and
give him humble thanks for. takmg thxs care. of.his es
ducation.. - S e
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Yet this: punifhment. is. of that violence ‘thit one
firoke is enough to fell one that is of a tender confti-
tution; and oft-times perfons die of it;. it is true there
are ways of foftening this punithment when the execu--
tion-of it is'in courts The eafieft-is to bribe the exer
cutioners, for there are many of them; becaufe left
the exccutioners wearinefs ‘thould leffen the punith-
sment, after five or fix ftrokes another fucceeds, and fe
till the whole be performed. ' But when the criminal
has by money made them his friend, they underftand
their bufinefs fo well, that-notwithftanding all the care
which the Mandarines prefent ¢an ufe, the pum(hmcnt
becomes light:and almolt nothing.

Befides this in the courts there are perfons to be hir»
-ed, who keep a good underftanding with the officers.
“Who, upon a fignal given, take the place of the cri-
minal, who ¢fcapes among the croud, and receives bis
punithment.. For money there are every where thefe
fort of vicarious perfons to be met with. For it is a.
trade at China, where feveral perfons are maintained .
by the blows of thie cudgel.

By fuch a trick as-this Yam quam fien, a famous
perfecutor of chriftianity, efcaped the juft fentence of
the judges. He engaged a: paltry fellow. for a large
{um of.meney te take upon him his name, and go te
the court of juftice in his ftead.. He told him that
Jet it come to the worlt it was but-a good cudgelling,
and if after that he was imprifoned, there fhould be-
found out a way to redeem him thenee. 'T'he poor fel-
low went according to agreement; and when the cryer-
called out aloud Yam quam fien, the fellow anfwered
a8 loud, Here; his fentence was paflied, and the Mans
darine condemned him to-desth. The officers, who
had been bribed, feized on him immediately, and ac-
eording to cuftom gagged bim; . for after fentence the:
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<timina] i3 not fuffesed to ﬁauh Asterward he ‘was
brought te the place of exccution, where thepootwra:b
faffered 2 miferable death.

The fecond fort of pumihmznt nthe Camn, which
differs from the former only 'in dhe place. where the
baltinadoes are given: in this they are givea the cri-
miml at one of the city gates or in the high-ways the
punithment hereis not fo tharp, but theinfamyis greas~
er, and he who has ence sndergone “thig pxmﬂhmcm
an never more recover his reputation.

They have feveral different ways of infliting death.

Mean and ignobie perfons have their heads cut off, For
in China the feparation of the head from the body- is.

- difgraceful. On the contrary, perfons of quality are.
firangled, which among them is.a death of more crev
dit; if the crime be very notorious they are pupithed:

. like mean perfons, and fometimes their heads afe cut
off and hanged on a tree in the highways.

‘Rebels and traytors are punithed with the itmol’
Feverity; that is to fpeak as they do, they cut them iar
to ten thoufand picces. - For, after that the exccotiomet-
fiath cied them to a poft, he cutsoff thé fkin all round.
their forehead, which he tears by force till it hangs e
ver their eyes, that they may not fee the rorments thcy-
arc to endure. Afterwards he cute their bodies ia
svhat places hethinks fit, and when he is tired with this
barbarous employment, he leaves.them to the tyranny
of their enemies, and the infuks of the mob.

Often criminals ave cruclly. whipped: till they ex
pire. La&ly, the torture, whieh is the cruclieft of all
deaths, is here ufed; and gengraily the hands and ﬁm-
gers fuffer moﬁ in it.

" Ninthly, they think it goed pohcy to forb:d women
from all trade and commerce, which they cin only be-

nefit by letting it aloncs. all their bufinefs lics withim.
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doors, where they find continsal employment in the
cducation of their children. They neither buy nor
fell; and one fees women fo feldom in the ftreets, that .
one would imagine them to be all religioufes confined
‘to a cloifter. Princeflfes never fucceed to the crown,
por ever have the regency during the young prince’s
‘minority ; -and though the emperor may in private con-
fult them, it is reckoned mean and_ignoble to do it.:
¥n' which’ thing the Chinefe feem in my opinion lefs
reafonable than in others. For wit and forefight is
-equally the portion of the one as of the other fex; and
a prince is never fo underftanding as when he knows
how to find out all his treafures wherefoever nature has .

_placed them, nor ever fo prudent a8 whcn be makes
ufe of them.

" Laftly, their tenth maxim is to encourage trade as
much-as poflible through the whole empire. Al the
other policy is conducive to the plenty or convenience:
of their country; but this is concerned for the very
lives of the people, who would be foon reduced to the
Laft extremity if trade thould once fail. It is not the
people’scare only, but the Mandarines alfo, who- put one
their money to trufty traders to make the beft advan-
tage of it. By this privat¢ way Oufanguey, the little
king of Chenfi, who brought the Tartars into China,
made himfelf fo rich and powerful that he was able
himfelf to fupport for a long time the war agamﬁ: the
emperot.

Good order in the inférior govcmments 18 a8 ufcful'
a part of policy to the ftate as any whatever; by thefe
inferior governments I mean thofe of the cities, and of
the feveral camps.  All thefe are fettled in China; for
from the foundation of that empire the ftate has thought

it worth while to look after even the moft mqonﬁdc-
rable things.
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Among perfons of quality therc never happens any
-difpute about taking place, becaufe every one knows
exaltly what is-duc to his own, and to others quality;
and it was a great furprife to every body to {ee about
fix or feven years ago a prince of the blood, and a Co-
Jao engaged in fuch a fort af difpuse. The occafion of
it was this; theJaws ordain that when a Colaog is abont
to fpeak to a prince of the blood be muft bend the
knee, but cuftom has lzid as flrong an ebligation on
the prince to take'him up immediately.

The prince thought that an ebliging cuftom though
conftantly prallifed by the royal family on feveral oc-
cafions ought not to prejudice his right by law. He
did therefore give audience to a Colao on his knees,
and never madc any motion for him to rife, . The mi-
nifter of ftate-in a great confufion:‘te fee -himfelf kept
fo long:in fo humble a pofture complained of it to the
emperor, who.affembled the council forthwith. They.
looked into the ceremenial to obfarve what they could
Lind that would contribute to the deciding this nevel
cafe, but when they could find -nothing therein fervice-
. able to that end they were meore perplexed than ever.
. Finally, the council who were againft innovations,

judged that the pra&ife ought not to be continued as.
before; and not freeing the Colaos from their obliga-
tion of {peaking to the princes of the blood on. their
knees, they thought it requifite alfo that the princes
thould ufe that civility towards them as not to keep.
them in that pofture long. ¢ You cannot,” faid they
to the Colao, * honour the princes too much, and you
¢ do not do well to omit any occafion where you can
¢ fhew the refpect you bear them.” ¢ Princes,” added
the emperor to him who had occafioned this difpute, .
¢ are by their own rank fet high enough above the reft .
¢ ol mankind, not to need proudly to feck to de-
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¢ bafe them lower. They can want nothing to make
¢¢ them honourable, but temper and modefty. When -

~ ¢ you are denied the refpe& due to you, all the world

¢ knows you have not what you ought to have; but
¢ when you infift upon every little mark of refpect, it
¢ will make the world begin to enquire whether ‘you
4 deferve it.” Thus both of them .were reprimanded,
.and that no new laws might bz made they let cuftom
‘be their rule.

-Every thing that belongs to the princes or Manda-
rines, is punctually ftated; their penfions, their honf=
es, the number of theirfervants, the fhape and bignefs
of their fedans, and the badges of honour by -which
they are diflingvithed. So that-when:they come into
publick their quality is-prefently known, and.the ref~
pect which is dueto them with as litsle-trouble paid.
‘When the Chinefe governed the empire, even private
men wore their marks.of diftin&ion; and there was
no learned man but his degre¢ and rank .might be
known by the fathion or colour-of. his .garb.

The towns have their determinate figure; they
ought all:.to be fquare as far.as the ground they are
built -upon will fuffer it; in fuch fort that the gates:
may be fo-built as to anfwer thefour princjpal quarters:
of the world, that is the north, fouth, eaft, and weft,.

" The houfes have thorough lights, and are efteemed ill

. built if their doors do not:lic exatly parallel te one of

the fides of the-town.

. Towns of the feveral -orders have d:&'crcnt bignefs,
the chief towns.are nine or twelve miles round, thofe
of the firft rank are but fix, thofe of the fecond or third
arders are lefs in proportion. This rule neverthelefs
is not-fo umiverfal as to admit of no exception. The
ftreets are Rraity, generally laid out by the line, large,
well paved, yet very inconvenient; becaufe every per-
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fon of any account goes up and down them cither on
horfeback or in a chair, , The houfes are low, of an
oqual height. The jealoufy of the hufbands would
not fuffer that their neighbours houfes thould be higher
than their own, left thereby their windows thould over-:
look their court-yards and gardens.

The whole town is divided into four parts, and
thofe again into feveral fmaller divifions, each of which-
contain ten houfes, over every oneof which fubdivifions.
an officer prefides, who takes notice of every thing
which pafles in his little ward, tells the Mandarine
what contentions happen, what extraordinary things,
what ftrangers come thither or go thence.  The neigh-
bourhood is obliged to give mutual affiftance, and in
~ cafe of an alarm, to lend one another an hclpmg hand,

for if any theft or robbery. be conimitted in the night,
the neighbourhood muft contribute towards repairing
the lofs.  Laftly, in every family the father is refpon-
fible for the diforders and irregularities commxttcd cie
ther by his children or fervants.

The gates of the cities are well looked after, and e-
¥en in time of peace are fhit up at the approach of
night. In the day-time there are guards to examine
all who come inj; if he be a ftranger, if he comes from
another province, -or from a necighbouring town,
they know by his tone, by his mein, or his habit, which’
in every pIace are fomewhat. different. When they
obferve _any thing extraordinary or fufpicious, they
take the perfon up, or ipform the Mandarine of it.
So that European miffionaries, whofe afpeétis infinite-
ly different from that of the Chinefe, are known as
foon as feen, and thofe whoe have 'not the emperor’s’
approbation findit verydifficult to make a long journey.

In certainplaces, as at Peking, as foon as night comes
on they tie chains acrofs’ the fireets; the guards go
the patrole up and down the chicf firects, and guards
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and fentinels are placed here and there, The hotfe
go the rounds upon the fortifications; and wo be to
him who is found then from home. Meetings, maf-
querades and balls, and fuch like night works are good,
fay the Chinefe, for none but thieves and the mob.
Orderly people ought at that time either to fit up pro-
viding for their family, or elfe take their reft, that they
may be refrethed, and better able the next day to ma-
nage the bufinefs of the family.

Gaming is forbidden both to the com'monalty and
gentry. . ‘Which neverthelefs hinders not the Chinefe
from playing, fometimes even fo long as till they have
loft all. their eftates, their houfes, their children and
their wives, which they fometimes hazard upon a card;
for there is no degree of extravagance to which the
defire of. lucre and riches will not carry a Chinefe.
But befides that it is a diforder which the Tartars, fince
they became mafters of China, have introduced amongﬂ:
them, they take great-heed to conceal their gaming;
and by confequence thelaw which forbids it always
flourifhes, and is able to {upprefs great diforders:

‘What I have faid concerning wives, that their huf-
bands may fell them, or lofe them at play; puts me in
mind to give fome account .of the rules which their ci-
¥il conftitution rather than their religion has ordained
concerning marriages; thofe who have a mind to.mar-
ry do pot, as among us fo]low their own fancies in
their choice of a wife. They never fee the woman
they are about to have, but take her parents word in
the cafe, or elfe they have their information from
weral old women who are as it were infpeCtors; but
who are neverthelefs in fee with the woman’s friends to
fet her out more than fhe deferves, fo that it is very
feldom that they make a true dcfcnptlon, or give ajuft
chara&ter of her whom they go to view.

Vor. L. F
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“The woman’s parients give money generally ¢o thefe
emiffaries to oblige them to give a favourable charatter.
For it is for the parents advantage that their daughter
thould be reputed handfome, witty, and genteel; be-
caufe the Chinefe buy their wives, and, as in other
merchandifes, they give mone or lefs according to the
good or bad properties of them.

‘When the parties are agreed abost the price, the
contrat is made, and :the money paid down. Then
preparation is made on both fides for the nuptial fo-
Iemnities: when the day of marriage is come, they care
gy the bride in a fumptuous chair before which ge
hautboys, drums 3nd fifes, and after it follow her pa-
rents, and -other particular friends-of her family. - All
the portion which fhe brings, is ber marriage garments,
fome cloaths agd houthold goods, which her father
prefents her with. The bridegroom ftands at his door
richly attired waiting for her: he himfelf opens the
fedan which was clofely fhut, and baving condulted
her into a chamber, delivers her to feveral women ins
¥wited thither for that purpofe, who fpend there the day
together in feafting and fporting, while the hudband in
‘another soom entertains his friends and sequaintance

This being the firft time that the bride and bride-
_groom fee each other, and both or one very often not
“liking their bargain, it is very often a day of rejoicing

for their guefls, but of forrow for themfelves, The
" women muft fubmit though they do ‘not like, becaufe
their parents have fold them, but the hufbands fome-
times are not fo complaifant, for there have been fome
whe when they firft opencd the fedan to receive the
bride, repulled by her fhape and afpet have fhut the
chair again, and fent her and her parents and friends
Pack again, willing rather to lofe their money than cne
ser upon {obad. a purchafe.




THE CHINESE TRAVELLER. 1123

When the Tartars in the late war took Nanking,
there happened a paflage which made the Chinefe mer-
ry notwith{tanding all their misfortunes. Among all

- the diforders which the vi€ors committed in that pro-

vince, they endeavoured to feize upen all the women
they could to make money of them. When they took

| the chief city of that province, they carried all the wo-
- men thither, and fhut them up higgly piggly together

in the mragazines with other goods. But becaufe there
were fome of all ages and degrees of beauty, they res
folved to put them into facks and carry them to mar-
ket, and fo fell them to any one at a venture ugly or
bandfome. There was the fame price fet upon every
oney and for fixteen or eighteen fhillings take which
fack you will without opening it. After this manner
the foldiers, who were ever indolent in psofperity, a-
bufed their vitory, and.approved themfclves more bar.
barous in the moft polite and civil city in the world,

i than: they bad been in the defgrts of Tartary.

. At the day of fale there came buyers enough. Some
came to recover if haply they could their wives or chil-
drea who were among thefe women, others were led

‘thither through hopes that good fortune and a lucky

chance would put a fortune intb his hands. In fhort
the novelty of the thing brought a great concourfe from

- the adjacent places. - An ordinary fellow who had but

twelve thillings in the world, gave it and chofe a fack
as did the reft, and carried it off; when he was got
out of the crowd, whether through curiofity, or a dz=
fire to relieve the perfon in the fack who complained,
he could not forbear opening it. In it he found an
old woman, whom age, grief, and ill treatment had
made deformed to the Higheft degree; he was fo con-
foundedly mad at it, that to gratify his paflion and
rage he was going to throw the old woman and facky .
Fa2
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both together into the river, that the gratification’ of
his paflion might be fome comfort te hint for the lofs of
his ‘money.

"Then the good-old gentlcwoman faid to him: Son,
your lot is not fo bad as you imagine; be of good
chear, you have made your fortune:.take care only of
my life, I will make yours happier than ever it bas
been yet. Thefe words fomewhat pacified him. Where-

~ fore he carried her into a houfe hard by, where fhe told

him her quality ard her eftate.~ She belonged to a
Mandarine of note in the neighbourhood, to whom fhe
wrote immediately. He fent her an equipage agree-
able to her quality, and fhe carried her deliverer along
with her, and- afterwards was o .good a friend to him,
that he never had reafon to complam’ that he had loft
the two ¢rowns which helaid out in thc purcbaﬁng
her. |
But to eturn to the Chinefe. marnagcs, I muft far-

‘ ther tell you, that a hufband :may mot divorce his wife,

-frequently. If a man has the boldnefs to fell his wife

- her again.

. koned as the wives’ children, though they may be fome

AEL

excepting for adultery, and a few other ogcafions which |
{eldom or never fall out; -in thofe cafes they fell them |
to whofoever will buy them, and buy another, Per- |
fons of quality never do thus, but commen pcoplc do |

without juft reafon, both the buyer and feller are fe- |
verely pum{hcd yet the hufband is.not obliged to take

Although a man be allowcd but one wife, he may
have as many concubines as he will; all the children
have an-equal claim to the eftate, hecaufe they are rec-

of the concubines’s they all call the wife mother, who
4s indeed fole miftrefs of the houfe; the concubines
ferve and honour her, and have ‘no manner:of autho- 1
rity or power but what they derive from her.
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The Chinefe think it a firange thing that the Europe-
ans are net thus-allowed theule of women, yet they corr-
fefs itisa commendable fign of moderation in them. But'
when we obferved to them the troubles,.quarrels, con}
tentions, and jealoufies which. many women muft needs
saife in a family, they fay nothing is without fome in«
convenience and diforder; but. that perhaps there are
‘more crofles- in having but one, than in having ma-
ny women. The bcﬁ, way they own is to have none.
at all.

. Although the Chinefe are em-cmelfy jealous to that
degree that they fuffer not their wives to fpeak.in pri-
vate even to'their own brethren, much.lefs give them
liberty to enjoy all that freedom and public diverficne
which in Europe is efteemed. only gallantry and curic-
fity : neverthele(s there are hufbands fo very complai-
fant to.their wives as to Jét them freely commit adul«
tery, which permiffion fome women make the conditi=
on of their marriage: Ehofe who according to fuch a-
greement follow thefe sourfes (as there isa.certain fort
of ‘people .who do)-have na manner of power ta hinder
debauchees from frequenting. their houfes, and from
making ‘ill. ufe- of the cafinefs or unruly paffions of;
fuch women. But fuch.fanglies-as thefe are abhor.-
red by ‘the Chinefe; who think fo ill of them, that,
their children though never fo' déferving or intelligent-
can never obtain auy degree,.or be employed inany ho-.
nousable office. :

- Of all their civib mﬁlmtxons thcxc i no one whnch ;
cofts the -Chinefe fo much trouble as does the ordering
of their time, and- their holidays. 'There are in the
emperor’s fervice above an hundred perfons, on pur+
pofe to regulate the kalendar, which they make a-new
every year, and with a great deal of ceremony fend it
up and down to the vice-roys of cach provinee. They ,
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regulate the number of months, which is fometimes
twelve, fometimes thirteen, which are lunar months,
and ought to agree with the fun’s courfe. In thefe al-
manacs the equinoxes, foltices, and the fun’s entry
into cach fign is fet down: The eclipfes of the fun or
moon are there, and the time when viGible at Peking
or any of the principal cities. The planets’ courfes,
their places in the ecliptic, their oppofitions, con-
‘jun&tions, and propinquity to any flars are deferibed
and indeed every thing elfe is well cakculated, which
afironomy has that is curious or excellent. They mix
with this divers points ef judicial aftrology, which ig-
norance or {uperftition have invented, concerning hap-
Py or unhappy days, times proper for marriage, build-
ing, or undertaking joumies. Thefe prejudices ge-
nerally guide the people; But the emperor, and alt
other men of fenfe are wifer than to mind any fuch
trifles.

Although there be no publrc clocks as in Europe,
the day is neverthelefs divided into four and twenty
parts which have all their particelar names, and begin
from midnight. They tell me that antiently they di~
vided their day into twelve parts, each of which'were
fubdivided into eight; which made the natural day
confift of fourfcore and fixteen, which were exallly di-
ftinguithed in their calculations. But their fun-dials
(and they have very antient ones) were divided into
four general divifions, each of which contained four
and twenty little fubdivifions, which added to the four
great divifions divided the whole circle into an hun<’
dred parfs.

- This fort of dialling feems very m-cguhr, ner can
I fee for what ufe it was intended. Since they have
réceived the new kalendar from the miffionaries, they
have regulated their dials by hours, and reckon their-

o



THE CRINESE TRAVEELER. 127

tiwe almoft as we do; only we muft take notice that
inflead of two hours they reckon but one, fo that their
matural day confifts of but twelve hours, the names of
which diverfly combined with ten other terms which
they bave invented, make a revolution of fixty, which
ferves them inflead of a cyele to mark their different
years. I dare not trouble you with particular enu-
merations which would be tedious, and are in forego-
ing relations fuficiently explained. :

As for the people, they are not very nice hereiny
they content themfelves with knowing the time of the
fun’s rifing and {fetting, and noom. In the night they
make ule of bells and drums which are very often
fouaded, and ferve to diftinguith the mght into five
watches. .

The civil government of the Chinefe does not only
prefide over the towns, but extends alfo over the highs
ways, which they make handfome and eafily paffable.
The paflages for their water are in feveral places fen-
ocd in with fone walls for the convenience of tra-
velling, over which there ure a great number of bridges,
which unite the towns and the fields together. Ca-
aals are alfo cut for the water to pafs through all the
sowns of the fouthern provinces, to make their ditch-
€8 more fecure, and the towns more pleafant. In low
and marthy grounds, they throw up prodigious long
banks which keep their roads in thofe parts good; to
perform which they ftick at no coft, cutting a pafl- _
fage cven through mountains when they ftand in thtir
way.

The road from S:gnanfou to Hamtchoum is one of
the ftrangeft pieces of work in the world. They fay,
for I myfelf have never yet feen it, that. upon the fide
‘of fome mountains which arc perpendicular, and have
no fhelving, they have fixed large beams into them,

F 4 :
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upon the which beams they have made a fort of bal?

cony without rails, which reaches through feseral
mountains in that fathion; thofe who are not ufed to
thefe fort of galleries, travel over them in a great.deal
of pain, afraid of fome ill accident or other. Bat the
people of the place are very hazardous: they have
mules ufed to thefe fort of roads, which travel with as
little fear or concern over thele fteep and hideous pre-
cipices as they could doin the beft and plaineft heath.
1 have'in other places expofed myfelf very much by
following too ra(hly my guides. : :
One cannot imagige what care they take to makc
the common roads convenient for paflage. They are
fourfcore feet broad, or very near it; the foil of them
is light and foon dry when it has left off raining. ‘In
fome provinces there are on the right and lefs hand
caufeways for the foot paffengers, which are.on both

fides fupported by long rows of ‘trees, and oft.times *
terrafled with a wall of eight or:ten feet high on each.

fide, to keep-paflengers out of the ficlds. - Neverthe-
Tefs thefe walls have breaks, where roads crofs one the
other, and they all terminate at fome great town.- 7

There are feveral wooden machines made like tri.
umpbhal arches fet up in the roads about a mile.and a
half diftant from each other, about thirty feet bighy

which have three doors, over which is wrote upon a-

large frize in charaCters fo large as may be read at al-
moft half a quarter of a mile diftance,” how far it is
from the town you left, and how. far to the town you
are going to. .So that you have no need of guides here,
* for you may by thefe direttions fee what place the
road leads to, and from whence you came, hew far you
have already .gone, and how far you have yet.to go. .
The great care which they have taken to lay eut all
thefe diftances by the line, makes the account which

. 4
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thefe infcriptions give to be pretty fure; yet they are

not equal, becaufe the miles in fome provinces are

longer than in others. It has happened likewife that

fome of thefe arches being ruined and confumed by de-

cay and time, have not been fct up exaitly in the fime

places but generally. fpeakmg they ferve for a gnod'
meafure of the highways, befides that in- fcveral places

they are no fmall ornament.

.On one fide of thefe ways about the fame dxﬂancc
are fixed little towers made of earth caft up, on which.
they fet up the emperor’s ftandard; near it is a lodge,
for foldiers or country militia. Lhrefe are made ufe.
of in time of rebellion, or indeed at any other time,,
to carry any exprefs if occafion be, or-to band letters
from one to another;.but efpecially to take care to ftop.
highwaymen and robbers,

Every man who goes by armed is obhged to give amy,
account whence he came, whither he is going, and.
upon what bufinefs,. and muft fhew his pafs. Befide.
thefe guards in cafe of an alarm give a helping hand.
to travellers, and ftop all thofe who are fufpeéted or,
accufed of robbery.. Among the mighty number of
inhabitants which are in China a great part of which
fcarce know how to geta fubfiftancg; a body would i-
magine that abundance muft need turn thieves; yet
one may travél there with as great fafety. as here. 1.
have travelled there’ fix thoufand miles up and down .
through almoft all the provinces, ind was never but
once in danger of being robbed. Four ftrange horfe. .
men followed me a whole day. together, but the roads
were fo full of travellers up and down that they could
never get the coalt clear for a quarter “of an hour to-
gether; and fo fell fhort of their aim. :

‘Their pofts are as well regulated as ours in Europe
ax;e, at the emperor’s fole charge, who for that ¢nd

Fs
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maintains a great number of horfe. The courtiers go
from Peking for the capital cities; the vice-roys of
which as foon as they have received the difpatches from
court, fend them forthwith by other couriers to the
towns of the firft rank: from whence they are by thefe
governors conveyed to thofe of the fecond rank under
their jurifdi€tion; and from thence they are tranfmit~
ted to the towns of the third rank. It is true thefe
pofts were not eftablithed for the conveyance of pri-
vate letters, yet the poftmafters for a little money
undertake to carry letters for private men, as they al-
ways do for the miffionaries, who find it as fure a way
as that ufed in Europe, and much lefs chargeable.

As it 18 2 matter of importance that the emperar’s
orders be quickly tranfmitted, fo it is a great part of the
Mandarine’s care to fee that the roads .be good; and
the emperor to keep them the more firictly to this,
fpreads a report that he inteads fhortly te vifit this or-
that province. The governors of thofe provinees fpare
no charge or pains to repair thofe roads, becaufe it not
only concerns their fortunes, but fornetimes their life,
if this care be not omitted.

As I once paffed juft by a village of the third rank,
in the province of Chenfi, they told me that the go-
vernor had juft hanged himfelf through defpair left he
fhould not have time enough to repair a road through
~ which the emperor was to pafs to the capital town,
'The emperor neverthelefs never went the journey, fo
that the Mandarine might have faved his life by a little
patience.  But yet all the care which the Chinefe can
ufe, will never prevent a mighty inconvenience which.
happens to thofe who travei in their roads.

The foil of China is mighty light, and very much.
* beaten by the vaft multitudes who travel, fome on foot,
dome on camels, oth\.rs in httcrs, and’ again othcrs in
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chariots, fo that the roads are perfeftly ground -into
very fine powder; when this is raifed by travellers, and
¢carried about by the winds, it is enough to blind all
paflengers if they have not matks or veils on them.
Through thefe clouds you muft continually make your
way, and fuck them in inftead of air, during whole
journeys together. When the weather is hot, and the
wiad in one’s face, fcarce any one except a native can
withftand it: I have fometimes been forced to defit
from my journey and come back again,
- But of all their wholefome inftitutions there is no.
thing which contributes fo much to the keeping up-
peace and order, as does their method of levying the-
emperor’s revenue.. They are not troubled in China.
with fuch fivarms of officers and commiffioners.as we.
are. All the eftates there are meafured, and all the
families regiftered; and whatfoever the emperor is to
have by excife on goods, or tax.upon perfons, is pubs.
licly known, every body brings in what is due from-
him, to the Mandarines or governors of the towns of
the third rank, for there is no particular receiver ap-
pointed. Thofe who negle& to bring in their dues,
do not lofe their eftates by confifcation, which would
be to punifh- the .innocent of that family with the:
guilty ; but the perfons fo offending fuffer imprifon.
ment, and undergo-the baftinadoe till they. have made
fatisfallion. .
Thefé Mandarines of a lower rank,. give in an ace
count of what they receive to a general officer of the
province, who accounts with the court of Peking,.
which looks after the public exchequer. A great part
of the revenue is difburfed upand down.the provinces.
in penfions, falaries, foldiers’ pay, public buildings:.
what is over is. carried to Peking,.to maintain the em.
Bo
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peror’s court, and other expences in that town, where
the.emperor keeps in pay above an-hundred and fixty
thoufand regular troops, to whom, as well as to the
Mandarines, is given.out every day meat, fith, ricey
peafe, and ftraw, according to every one’s rank, be-
fides their conftant pay, which they regularly receive. -

‘That which comes from the fouthern provinces is
alone fufficient to anfwer this expence, this they bring
by water in the emperor’s veflels: yet they are fo jealous
left the revenue fhould fall fhort at any time of the dif-
burfements, that in Peking there are magazines.of rice

- before hand fufficient for three years. Which will keep.

a great while if it 'be well fanned and -mixed, and al-
though it looks not fo well, nor taftes {o pleafantly as

new rice, yet it is much more wholgfome and nou-

rifking.

This numerous army about the emperor, well look=

ed after, duly paid, and exalltly difciplined, one would

think fhould awe all Afia, yet their idlenefs, and the

- {mall ufe they eveg have occafion to maké of their wea-
pons, does contribute to weaken them as much as their
natural effeminacy. The weftern Tartars do not value
their numbers a firaw, and frequently fay in derifion
of them, that the neighing of a'Tartary horfe is enough
to rout all the Chinefe cavalry.

Yet they takeall poﬂible care to have good foldncrs,
for they take no officers into the guards, till they have
made trial of their ftoutnefs; fkill, and dexterity in mi-
litary affairs. They are regularly examined, fo thatas
learned men have their dotors to examine them, fo

. thefe have alfo their profeflors.

Thefe officers do regularly exercife their companies,

they form them into {quadrons,  march them, teach
.-them to divide their files to. march through narrow
paffages, thew them to give.the onfet, to rally at the
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found of the cornet or trumpet; befides they are very
dexterous in managing their bow, or handling their
fcymitar: - yet foon broke, and by the leaft thing in the
world put into diforder. The occabion of this I ap-
prehend to he, becaufe in the education of their youth
they neyer inftil into them principles of honaur and
bravery, as we do as foon as ever they are big enough
to know what weapons are. 'The Chinefe are always
talking to their children of gravity, policy, law,.and
government ; they always fet books and letters in their
viewy but never a fword into their hands. So that
having fpent their youthful days behind the counter,
or at the bar, they know no other courage but that of
defending obftinately an ill caufe, and are lifted into
the foldiery on no other confideration but that they
hope there will be no occafion for fighting. The
Chinefe policy.hinders hereby a gréat many domeftic
feuds and difturbances: but at the fame time it does
expofe its fubjects hereby to the infults of forc:gners,
which is ten times worfe.

+

-
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N the empire of China there are three principat
fc&s; the fe@ of the learned, who follow the doce
trinc of the aneient books, and look upon Confucius
as their mafter; thar of the difciples of Lao kien,which:
is nothing but a web of extravagance and impiety; and
that of idolaters, who worthip a divinity called Fo,.
whofe opinions were - tranflated from the Indies into
China about thirty twe ycars' after our Saviour’s crus
cifixion.

The firft of thefe fells only make profeflion of be-
ing regular ftudents, in erder to advance themfelves
to the degn:es and dignities of the empire on account
of merit, wit and learning, proper for the condu& of
life, and government of .the empire.

The fecond has degenerated into »- profeffion of mat-
gic and enchantment; for the difciples of this fet boaft
of the fecrets of making gold, and of the rendering per-
fons immortal.

The third is nothing but-a heap of fables and fuper-
ftitions brought from the Indies into China,and main-
. tained by the Bronzes, who deceive the people under-
the appearance of falfe piety; they have introduced
the belief cf the tranfmigration of fouls, and promife
more or lefs happinefs in proportion to the liberality
that is thewn to themfelves.

. "Fo give fome notion of thefe different fe&ts I fhall
follow the order of time in which they took their rife,
and obferve fucceflively their condition among the
people.

1t is univerfally believed by every perfon who has
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fearched after the original of an empire fo ancient as
China, that Noah’s fons were fcattered abroad in the
eaftern part of Afia; that fome of the defcendants. of
this patriarch penetrated into China about two hundred
years afterthe deluge, andlaid the foundation of this exs
tenfive empire; that inftrulted by tradition, concern.
ing the grandeur and power of the fupreme Being, they
taught their children; and through them their nume-
rous poflerity, to fear and honour the Almighty Crea«
tor of the world, and to live agreeable to the law of
nature written in their hearts.

Of this we find traces in their ancient and valuakle.

books, which the Chinefe call, by way of eminence,The
Five Volumes, the canomical or claffical books of the
higheft rank, which they look upon as the fource of all
their learning and morality,
- However thefe books are not treatifes of rehgron pur-
pofely made with a defign to inftruét the people, for
they contain only part of their hiftery: The authors
do not attempt to prove what they advance, but only
draw natural confequences from principles already al-
lowed, and lay down thefe opinions as fundamental
truths on which all the reft are built.

To fpeak in general it appears that the drift of thefe
claffical books was to maintain peace and tranquillity
in the ftate by a regulation of manners, and an exalt
abfervation of the laws; for the attainment . of . which’
the ancient Chinefe judged two things neceflary to be’
obferved, viz. the duties of religion, and the rules ol"
good government.

“The chief obje& of their worfhip is the fupreme 'Bc.
ing, Lord and chief Sovereign of all things, which
they worfhipped under the name of Chang ti, that is
Supreme Emperor, or Tien, which, according to the
Chinefe, fignifics the fame thing; ¢ Tica (fay the ing
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¢ terpreters) is the {pirit that prefides in heaven, be> .
- % caufe heaven is the moft excellent work produced by
¢¢ the firlt caufe;” it is taken alfo for the material heas
vens, but this depends upon the fubjeéd to which it is
applied: The Chinefe fay that the father is the Tien of
the family, the viceroy the Tien of the. province, and
the emperor the Tien of the kingdom, &c. They like~
wilc pay an adoration, but in a fubordinate manner, to
inferior {pirits depending on the fupreme Being, whichy.
according to them, prefide over cities, rivers, mouns
tains, &c.

If from the beginning of the monarchy. they apph-

ed themfelves to afironomy, their defign in the obfer:
vation of the ftars was to be acquainted with their mo-
tions, and to folve the appearances of the vifible Tieny
or heaven.
" As for their politics, which conﬁﬁed in the obfcr-
vation of regularity and purity of manners, they redu-
ced them to this fimple maxim, viz. That thofe who
command fhould imitate the conduét of Tien in treat-
ing their inferiors as their éhildrcn, and thofe who o-
bey ought to look upon their fuperiors as fathers.

But did they regard this Tien, who is the obje& of
their worthip, as an intelligent being, lord and creator
of heaven and earth, and a]l things? Is it not likely
that their vows and homage were addrefled to the vi=
fible and material heaven, or at leaft to a celeftial e-*
nergy void of underftanding, infeparable from the i-
dentical matter of heaven? But this I fhall leave to the,
judgment of the reader, and content myfelf with relat-
ipg what is learnt from the claflical books.

It appears from one of thefe canonical books, called
Chu king, that this Tien, or firft being, the obje& of
public worthip, is the principle of all things, the father

“of the people, abfolutely independent, almighty, om- -

<
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nifcient, knowing even the fecrets of the heart, who
watches over the-conduct of the univerfe, and permits
nothing to be aéted contrary to his will; who is holy
without partiality, a rewarder of virtue in mankind,
fupremely juft, punithing wickednefs in the moft pub-
lic manner, raifing up and cafting down the kings of
the earth according to his own pleafure ; that the pub-
Jic calamities are the notices which he gives for the re~
formation of manners, and that the end of thefe evils is
followed with mercy and goodnefs;.as.for inftance
when a dreadful ftorm has made havock with the har-
veft and the trees, immediately after-an illuftrious in-
nocent is recalled from banifhment, juftified from flan-
der, and re-eftablifhed in his farmer dignity. - :
. One fees there the folemn vows that they make to . °
the fupreme Being for obtaining rain in a long drought,
or for the recovery of a worthy emperor when his life
is defpaired of . thefe vows, as hiftory relates, are ge-
nerally heard, and they acknowledge that it is not the
effe@ of chance that an.impious emperor -has been
firuck with lightening, but that it is the vifible pu-
nifbment of heaven deﬁgncd as an example to man~
kind.. '

The varicty of events are attributed on]y to. Txen,
for they fpeak of him chiefly when vice is. punifhed,
and when it is not they fuppofe it one day will, and
afways threaten wicked perfons in profperity: One may
fee by thefe books that the chief of the pation are ful-
ly perfuaded that the Tien, by prodigies or extraordi-
nary appearances, gives notice of approaching miferies
wherewith the ftate is threatned, that men may reform
their lives as the fureft means of appcaﬁng the anger of
heaven.

It is faid of the emperor T'cheou that he rejected all
the good thoughts infpired by Tien, that ho madc ne
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account of the prodigies by which Tien gave notice of
his ruia if he did not reform his life: and when there
is mentios made of the emperor Kie they fay, if he
bad changed his eondu& after the calamities fent from
on high, heaven would not have depopulated the em-
pire: They report that two great emperors, foumders
of two powerful dynaftics, admired by pofteritry for
their rare virtues, had a great confli& in their own
minds when therc was a debate upon their afcending
the throne; on the one fide they were folicited by the
grandees of the empire, and by the people, and pere
baps even by private motives of ambition hard.to be
diftinguithed from thofc of a more fpecious fort; on
the other fide they were with-held by the duty and fie
delity that 2 fubje owes to his pnncc, though much
and defervedly hated. .

This inward confli®t and uncertainty that mmblcd
their repofe preceeded from the fear of difpleafing
Chang ti, cither by taking uwp arms as they were urge
ed, or by refufing to take them up o free the people
from the oppreflion under which they groaned, and ta
put a ftop to an infinite number of crimes; by this proe
ceeding they acknowledged their dependence tobcon &
mafter who forbids unfaithfalnefs, hates tyranny, loves.
the people as a father, and protefs thofc that are ope
prefled.

Almoft all the pages of the canonical books, and &-
fpecially of the Chu king, ceafe not to infpire this jufk
dread as the moft proper curb for the pafions, and the
moft certain remedy againft vice.

‘There likewife appears what idea thefe princes ought
to form of the juftice, holinefs, and goodnefs of the fu-
preme Lord; in the times of public calamities they
were not fatisfied’ with only addreffing their vows to,
Tien, and offering facrifices, but they applied them
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felves carefully to the examination of their fecret faults,
which- had drawn down this punithment from Tienj
they examined if they were not too expenfive in their
habits, too delicate at their tables, too magnificent in
their equipage and in their palaces. all which they re~
folved to reform.

One of thefe princes acknowledges fincerely, That
be had not followed the folitary thoughts in{pired by
Tien: Another reproaches himfelf for neglect of ap-
plication to bufinefs, and too much regard for inno-
- cent amufements; and he looks upon thefe faults as

likely to provoke the anger of Tien, and meckly
acknowledges thefe to be the fource of. public talas

mities. ,

In the canonical book, called Tchun thiou, mention
is made of the misfortunes of a prince as {o many
punithments of Tien, who to make the chaflifement
Rill greater rendered him infenfible to his difgrace.

" The Chu king fpeaks often of a mafter who prefides
over the government of his dominionsy; who has am
abfolate empire over the defigns of mankind, and con-
duéts them to wife and juft ends, who rewards wnd
punifhes mankind by other men, without any abridg-
ment of their liberty. .

"This perfuafion was fo common that princes, matu-
rally jealous of their own honour, never attributed
the fuccefs of their government to themfelves, but re-.
ferred it to the fupreme Lord that governs the wai-
verfe.

Almoft from the beginning of the monarchy it was
appointed that the emperor, foon after his exaltation,
fhould humble himfelf fo far as to till the earth, and

“that the crop arifing from his cultivation fhould be of-
fered in facrifice to Tien: It is found in Chy king that
the fame emperor, of whom I bave been {peaking, haw-
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ing negle&ed this ceremony attributes:the publxc ca!a~
mities to his negligence.

There is reprefented in the fame book the wifeft of
their emperors in a fuppliant pofture before €hang ti;
to divert the mifories wherewith their defcendants are
threatened: An emperor .of the fame race declaresg
‘That his illuftrious anceftors, notwithftanding their ex-
ttaordinary talents, could not have govérned the em-
pire, as they have done, without the aﬂiﬁance of the
fage minifters that Tien had given them.

It is ftill farther obfervable that they attribute no-

thing to Chang ti;, which does not become the fupreme
Lord of the world; they attribute to him power, pros
vidence, knowledge,.juftice, goodnefs, clemency; thep
eall him their father and lord, they honour him with
worthip and facrifices worthy of the fupreme Beings
and by the praltice of every virtue; they likewife af-
firm -that all-outward adoration muft fail in pleafing:
Tien, if it dees not preceed from the heart, and the
iaward fentiments of the foul. ) )

" Itis faid in Chu king that Chang ti clearly beholds:
all things,. that he fees from the higheft heavens what
is done here below, that lie makes: ufc of our parents:
to beftow upon us the material part, but that he him=
felf gives an underftanding mind, capable of reflexion,
which raifes us abeve the rank-of brutes; that to offer
am- acceptable facrifice, which is not fufficient for the
emperor-to whom this function belengs, joins the prieft=:
hood to. the royal dignity, for it is likewife neceffaryr
that he be either upright or penitent, and that before
the facrifice he fhould espiate his faults: with fafting-
and tears; that we cannot fathom the depths of his de-
figns and counfels, and yet we ought not to believe.
that he is too exalted to attend to what is done below g™
‘that he himfelf examines all our a&ions, and that he
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has fet up a tribunal in our own confcnenccs whereby
we are judged.
~ The emperors bave xlwzys thought themfelves chief-
.y obliged to obferve the primitive rites,the folemn func-
tions of which belong to them alone, as heads of the
nation : Thus they are emperors to govern, mafters to
teach, priefts to facrifice, and all this- to the end that
the imperial majefty being bumbled in the prefence of
his court, in the facrifices that he offers in the name
of the empire to thie Lord of the univerfe, the majefty
of the fupreme Being fhould ftill thine more refplen~
dent, and that by :this means no earthly fplendor might
be thought to-equal his.
* Fo hi, who is fuppofed to -be cotemporary with Pha-
deg, was one of thebeads of the colony which came to
fettle in this part of the Eaft, and whoisacknowledg-
<d to be the founder of the Chinefe monarchy; he had
nothing more at heart than to give public marks of a
veligious veneration for the fupreme Being; he kept
in a domeftic park fix forts of animals to ferve as vic-
tims in his facrifices, which he folemnly offered twice
a year at the two folftices, at which time the tribunalg
deft off bufinefs, and the thops were fhut up, nor was
it permitted on thefe days to undertake any long jour-
ney; they were to-think of nothing elfe but ;ommg‘
with the prince to honour Chang ti: The book intit-
led Li ki, calls thefc folemnitics the feftivals of grati-
tude to Tien. :
" Chin nong, who fucceeded Fo hi, was not content
with the two facrifices alone, he appointed two others
at the equinoxes, that in the fpring to imiplore a blef.
‘fing on the fruit of the earth, that in the autumn after
‘the harveft was over, to-offer the firft fruits to Chang
ti; and as Fo hi had fed fix forts of animals for facri-
fice, Chin nong, through a prudent emulation, culti |
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vated the fields with his owa hands, and offered the
corn 2nd the fruit at the fame facrifices. . ‘

Hoang ti, who afeended the throne after the death
of Chim nong, had greater zeal than. his predeceflors,
for fearing lofk bad weather thould hinder him from
makmg the ufual facrifices in the epen air,. he built

a large temple that facrifices mlght be offered in
all feafons, and the people inftru@ed in the principal
duties.

‘The emprefs Loui tfon, wife of Hoang ti, took up~
on her the care of nourithing filkworms, and making
filks fit for ornaments on thele folemn occafions: With-
out the fouth gate was inclofed a large quantity of ar
rable land, from whence were gathered corn,. rice and
other fruits defigned for facrifice; and without the
north gate was another great indofure full of mulber.
ry-trees, wherein were nowrithed abundance of filk-
worms; the fame day that the emperor went to till
the ground with .the principal courtiers, the princefs-
went to her mulberry-grove with the ladiesof her court, -
animating them by her example to make filks and em.
ixroidery, which fhe fet apart for religious ufes.

- The empire becoming eletive none were raifed to

the throne but the foas of kings diftinguifhed for their
wifdem, or wife ‘men who were affociates in the go-
vernment; the choice never fell but upon fuch as per~
formed the duties of religion with veneration: It is an
honour to the throne, as it is written in Chu king,
that he whom Chang ti choofes to govern mankind
fhould reprefent his virtues upon earth, and be his moft
perfe€t image.

Thismotive alone caufed Hoangti to confent that his
fon fhould be fucceflor with the title of Chao-hao, that
is of young Fo hi, becaufc from his youth he had been
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the fathful imitator of the virtaes of the firft founder
-of the empire, Tai hao fo bi.

The fequel made it appear that they were not decei-
ved in their choice; heincreafed the pomp and folem-
nity «of the facrifice offered to Chang ti by harmonious
coneerts of mufic; his reign was peaceable and quiet
except the lalt part, which was difturbed by the con.
ipiraey of nime tributary prinecs,  who. endeavoured to

- unhinge the religious worfhip and the government of

the flate, by defiroying that regular fubordination e-

| ftablithed by the A kings.

To the fear of Chang ti they were defirous of fub-
ftituting the fear of fpirits, and fo had recourfe to ma.
gic and enchantments; they pretended two difturb hou- -

fes with malignant fpirits, and ternified the people
. with. their delufions: The prople aflembling in the

temple on the folemn days that the emperor facrificed,
made it refound with their clamours, tumaltoufly re-
quiring that ferifice fhould likewife be offered to
thefe fpirits.

Fhe next emperor began by extirpating the race of
the mine enchanters, who were the principal authors
of the tumult; he appeafed the minds of the people,
and re-eftablithed order in the facrifices.

Harving refle€ted on the inconvenience of affembling
an altive murmuring people in the fame place where
the emperor facrificed, he feparated the place of inftruéti-
on from that of facrifices, and eftablithed two great Man-
darines as prefidents, choofing them from among the
fons of the deceafed emperor, one of whom was to look
after the ceremonial, and the other took care of the in-
firuttions of the people. -

He likewife regulated the choice of thc victims,
and took care that they fhould not be lame or defec~
tive, that they fhould be of the fame fort of animaly
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appointed by Fo hi, as likewife well fed, and of co:
lour agreeabloe to the four feafons wherein the facri-
fices ' were made; in a word -he rcguiatcd their age
and fize.

Ti ko, nephew of Tchuen hio, was ralfed to the
throne by the fuffrages of all degrees in the kingdom,
and he did not apply lefs than his uncle to the worthip
of Chang ti, and to the religious obfervation of .the ce-
remonies: It is faid in- the annals of this prince that
the emprefs Yuen. kiang, who was barren, accompany-
ing the emperor to a folemn facrifice, prayed to Chang
ti for children withfo much fervency that fhe concei-
ved almoft at the: fame time, and:ten months -after
brought into-the world a fon called Heou tfie, who was
the progenitor of a glorious pofterity, and-famous for
a great number of emperors, wluch his famnly yle.lded
to China. .

- There is room for wondcr that fo prudcnt a prmce
as T1 ko did:not choofe for fucceffor neither this mira-
culous infant, nor Yao, which he had by his fecond
queen, nor Ki lie fon of the third-queen, and- that he

" . fhould prefer to.thefe young princes, already fo worthy

on account of their virtues, his other fon- named Tchi,
whom he had by his fourth queen, in whom there was
no quality worthy of .the throue; bnt he did not reign
very long

It is faid in the boek, mtltlcd Chang klen, that the
providence of Chang ti watched over the welfare of the
ftate, and that by his appointment the unanimous fuf-
frages of the-people depofed this wicked prince to place
the virtuous Yao in his room, who joined the quality
of legiflator to that of emperor, and bccame a pau:cm
for all fucceeding princes.

‘In the fixtieth year of his reign tbe pcople being
grcatly multiplied, and the beautiful plains quite co-
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wered with water, {uppofed by fome to be the remain-
der of the univerfal deluge, the great Yu applied him-
Jelf to drain off the waters into the fea, to level the
inequality of the ficlds, and divide them among the

people. '

Nine years after tlus great emperor thought of tak-
ing an aflociate in the empire, and appoint him to be
his fucceffor. ¢ I perceive no merit in. my nine fons,
* faid he to his minifters, and. therefore find out a man,
¢ no matter of what family, provided he is truly wife
¢ and fteadily virtuous.”

They. mentioned to him a young man-who hvcd in
‘the country, called Chun, who had been ill ufed by his
parents and relations, and bore their injurious treat-
ment with mildnefs and patience, and this man the
the emperor appmvcd of.

When he was in pofieffion of the throne he apphcd
himfelf firft of 2ll to pay his folemn homage to Chang
ti, after which he enaed wife lawsy on which the go-
vernment of the empire is founded; he created Man-
darines, and gave excellent precepts upon-the five prin-

‘cipal dutics of the king.and the fubje&,. father and

childrén, hufband and wife, elder and younger, and of

“friends among themfelves; infomuch that, from the

greateft to the fmalleft, every one immediately knew
whether he ought to command or obey. ‘

His example gave great weight to his precepts, fdr
when all perfons faw his refpe&tful fubmiffion to Yao,
whom he looked upon as his father and mafter, they _
were all inclined to put in execution fuch wife i

- ftitutions.

Yao died twenty-eight years: after the adoptxon of .
Chun, and the forrow for thé lofs of fo great a prince

- was univerfal: Chun now reigning alone divided tlie

offices among feveral wife men of known_ capacity, af-
Vor. L. -G
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ter thé example of Yao; he chofe no fucceflor in his
own family, but appointed the fage Yu, who had the
;general approbation.

Yu the Great did not forget a duty which he be-
lieved to be of the higheft nature, for the worthip of
.Chang ti was never more obferved than in bis reign;
‘he even attempted to prevent the negligence which
might cool the zeal of pofterity, for which reafon he
eftablithed Mandarines at court, and in the provinces,
as fo many fages, whofe bufinefs was to reprefent to
the emperors their obligation to worfhip Chang ti,
and to give them, when it was neceffary, ufeful in-
Mtrultions concerning the pradtice of the nine royal
virtues.

In the reign of Tching tang feven years’ famine
having reduced the people to ‘the greateft mifery, the
emperor had offered feveral facrifices to appeafe the
wrath of heaven without fuccefs, he therefore refolved
to offer himfelf a6 a ¥i€tim to appeafe the anger of
Tien; he divefted himfelf of hisimperial enfigns, and
went with :the grandees of the «court to a mountain-
fome diftance from the city, where with a bare head
and naked feet, in ‘the pofture of a criminal, he pro-
ftrated himfelf nine times before the fupreme Lord of
the univerfe.

¢ Lord (faid he) all the facrifices that 1 have offer-
- 4¢ ed to implore thy clemency have been in vain, and
¢¢ therefore it is doubtlefs I myfelf that have drawm
< down fo many miferies on my people: Dare I afk
¢ what my fault is? Is it the magnificence. of my pa-
« lace, the delicacies of my table, cr is it the numbér
«“ of my concubines, which however the laws allow
¢ me? I am defirous of repairing all thefe faults by
4¢ modefly, frugality and temperance; and if this is
4¢ pot fufficient I offer myfelf a vitim to juftice, let
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¢ me bepunifhed, but my people fpared ; I fhall be con-
¢¢ tented that the thunderbolt be aimed at my head,
¢ if at the fame time the rain falls upon the plains,
¢¢ that there may be a remedy. for the miferies of the
¢ empire.” His prayers were heard, the air was dark-
ned with clouds, refrefhing fhowers watered the earth,
and afterwards produced a plentiful harvef.

From thefe inftances it appears that, from the foun-
dation of the empire by Fo hi, the fupreme Being was
commonly known by the name of Chang ti and Tien,
who was the obje&t of public worfhip, -and as it were
the foul and primum mebile of the government of the
nation ; that the fupreme Being was feared, honoured,
reverenced, and this.not only by the people; but by
the grandees of the empire, and the emperors them-
felves; and 'it will be fufficient to fay that, accord-
ing to the aflertions of the canonieal books, the Chi-
mefe nation for the fpace of two thoufand years ac-
knowlgdged, reverenced, and honoured with facri-

- fices a fupreme Being, and fovereign Lord of the u-
niverfe. . .

I the ancient teachers of the Chmefe do«.‘lnnc are
compared with the heathen fages, there will appear a
great difference -between them, for ‘the latter only
taught virtue to give themfelves a fuperiority over the.

* reft of mankind; befides they dogmatized-in fo haugh-.
ty and oftentatious a manner, that it was plain they
fought-lefs the difcovery of truth than to difplay their
own talents;- while on the other hand the teachers of
the do&rine, inculcated in the canomcal books, were
emperors and prime minifters, whofe virtue gave great
weight to their inftructions, who obferved themfelves
the fame laws which they impofed upon others, and
convcyed their moral dotrine without the {ubtilties
and fophxfms fo commonly ufed by others.
G 2
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It would be doubtlefs an injury to the ancient Chi-
nefe, who followed the law of nature which they re-
eeived from their fathers, to tex them with irteligion,
becaufe they had not a knowledge. of the Divinity fo
clear and diftin& as the Chriftian world; this would
be to require too much of thefe people, who could
not be inftruéted, as we are, with the precepts of the
gofpel

It is true that though the canonical books oftc'n ex-
hort men to fear Tien, and though they place the fouls
of virtuous men near Chang tiy yet it does not appear
that they have fpoken clearly of the punithments i
the life to come; in like manner though they affirm
that the {upreme Being created all things, yet-they
have not treated it fo diftin&ly as to judge whether
they mean_a true creation, a produftion of all things
out of nothing; bat though they-are filent with rela<
tion to this, they have not affirmed it to be a thing
impoffible, nor, like certain Greek philofophers, affert -
that the mattér of the univerfe is eternal. :

Though we likewife do not find that they have treat-
ed explicitly concerning the ftate of the foul, but have
only confufed notions relating to this matter, yet it
€annot be doubted but they believa that fouls exift when
* the body ceafes to aét; and they alfo believe the cer~
mmty of apparitiens, of wlnch that related by Confuci-
us is an inftance.

This philofopher declared to his moft familiar dif-
ciples, that for feveral years he had feen in a dream the
celebrated T'cheo kong, fon of Verf vang,. to whom the
empire was indebted for fo many excellent inftruti-
ons; and it is obfervable that the learned Tchu ki, fo
famous under the dynafty of Song, being afked if Con«
fucius fpoke of a\dream or a true -apparition; anfwered

“hout hefitationy, That he meant a true apparitions

-
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however Tcheou kong had beenr dead fix hundred years
when he appeared to Confucius.

That which has contributed’ greatly to the preferva-

tion of the religion of the early ages in China is; that
there, has been a fupreme tribunal eftablithed, with full
authority to condemn ot fupprefs any fuperttition that
may arife, which is called The tribunal of rites.
. This precaution of the Chinefe would have been ef-
feQtual, if the mind of man was not fo narrow and li.
able to be feduced; the ftrongeft dykes, being only the
work of men, cannot refift very violent inundations;
but the reafon why the body of philofophers in China
bave been idolaters contrary to their own confciences,
is through fear of a people who were in love with idols,
and had too much the afcendent in public affairs, in-
fomuch that the ancient doCtrine of the Chinefe has
found the tribunal that I juft mentioned its only fup-
port, and through the afliftance of its decrees has ftill
continued the prevailing fect.

Whatever veneration the Chinefe nation has had for

its greateft emperors, -it has never paid adoration to a-
ny but the fupreme Being; and though it bas difcover-
ed efteem and veneration for the memory of great men,,
who. have diftinguifthed themfelves by their virtues and
fervices, it has rather chofen to preferve their memory
by tablets than by ftatues. :
. However the troubles which happened in the em-.
pire, the civil wars which divided it, and the corrup-
tion of manners, which became almoft general, were:
very like to have fupprefled the ancient do&trine, had
not Confucius revived it by giving freth reputation to
the ancient baoks, efpecially to the Chu king, which
he propofed as an exa& rule of manners.

I have already fpoken.of the reputation acquired by
this philofopher, who is ftill looked upon as the chief
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do&or of the empire, and yet in his time arofe the fet
of Tao fle€.

The author of this fe€t came into the world about
two years before Confucius, and the do&rine that he
taught was agreeable on account of - its novelty, and
however extravagant it might appear to reafonable men,
yet it was countenanced by fome of the emperors,
and a great number of other perfons, which gave it
reputation.

Of the Sect of the Tao ssEE.

A O KIUN is the name of the philofopher who
gave rife to this new fedt, and if you credit bis
difciples his birth was very extraordinary, he ‘not com-
ing iato the world till forty years after his concepti-
on: His books are flill extant, but, as it is fuppofed,
much difguifed by his followers, though there ftill re-
main maxims and fentiments worthy of a philofopher
" upon moral virtue, the avoiding honours, the contempt
of riches, and the happy folicitude of a foul who raif-
ing itfelf above terreftrial things, believes that it hasa
fufficiency in itfelf,

Among the fentences there is one that is often re-
peated, elpecially when he {peaks of the production of
the world: ¢ Tao (fays he) or Reafon, hath produced
“ one, one hath produced two, two have: pro’d'uced
¢ three, and three have produced all things.”

The.morality of this philofopher and his difciples
is not unlike that of the Epicureans; it confifts in a-
voiding vehement defires and paffions capable of di~
fturbing the peace and tranquillity of the foul; and,
according to them, the attention of every wife man
ought to be, to pafs his life free from folicitude and
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tnealu:fs, and to this end never to reflet on what is
paft, nor to be anxious offearchiug into futurity..

They affirm that to:give one’s felf up to ruffling care,. -
to be bufied about great projets, to follow the diftates
-of ambition, avarice,. 'and other paflions, is to labour
more for pofterity than ourfelves, and that ,it is mad-
nefs to purchafe the happinefs of others at the expence
of our own repofe and pleafure; that with refpect to
our own happinefs our purfuits after it fhould be mo=
derate, and our defires not too viplent, becaufe what-
ever we look upon as our happinefs ceafes to be fo
if it is accompanied with trouble, diftafte, or inquie-
tude, and if the peace of the foul is never fo little di-
fturbed.

For this reafon thofe who belong to this fe&t affe
a calm which fufpends, as they fay, all the funtions
of the foul; and as this tranquillity muft needs be di~
fturbed by the thoughts of death, they boaft of in- -
venting 4 liquor that has the power of rendering them
immortal: They are addiCted to chymiftry, and fearch
after the philofopher’s ftone; they are likewife fond
of magic, and are perfuaded that by the affiftance of
the deinons they invoke they can fucceed in their de-
fires.

The hope of avoiding death prevailed upon a great
number of the Mandarines to ftudy this diabolical art;
the women efpecially being naturally curious, and ex-
ceeding fond of life, purfued thefe extravagancies
with eagernefs; at length certain credulous and fuper-
ftitious emperors brought this impious dotrine in
vogue, and greatly multiplied the number of its fol-
lowers.

The emperor Tfin chi hoang ti, an inveterate ene-
my to learning and learned men, was perfuaded by

G 4
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thefe impoftors that they had aually found the liquax
of immortality, which was called Tchang feng yo.

Vou ti, the fixth emperor of the dynafty of Han,
was wholly addited to the ftudy of magical books uns
der a leader of this fect; a great number of thefe pre-
tended doctors flocked to court at this time, who were
famous for the magic arts, and this prince lofing one
of his queens that he doated on to diftraltion, and be-
ing inconfoleable for her lofs, one of thefe impoftors,
by his inchantments, caufed the deceafed queen to ap.
pear before the emperor, at which he was furprized and
tefrified, and by this means more ftrongly attached to
the impieties of this feét: He feveral times drank the
liquor of immortality, but at laft perceived that he was
as mortal as ever, and being ready to expire’ lamentcd
too late his fond credulity.

The new fet fuffered no prejudnce on account of
the emperor’s death, for it found proteCors among the
princes of the fame dynaﬁy; two of their moft famous
"doftors were authorifed to propagate the worlhip paid
to 2 demon in a great number of temples already e~
re&ted through the empire; thefe falfe doftors diftrie
buted in all places the {mall images that reprefented
the, croud of fpirits and men that they had ranked a-
mong their gods, and fold them at a high price.

This fuperftition increafed in fuch a manner, under
the emperors of the dynafty of Tang, that they gave
the minifters.of this fe€t the honourable title ¢f Tien
- fle€, that is, Heavenly Doftors; the founder of this
line ereted a fuperb temple to Lao kiun, and Hiuen
tfong, the fixth emperor of the fame dynaﬁy, caufed
his ftatue to be camcd ina pompous manner into the
palace.

The fucceflors of the head of this feQ are always how
noured with the dignity of chief Mandarines, and they
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refide-in a town of the province of Kiang fi, where
they have a magnificent palace: A great concoyrfe of -
people flock thither from the neighbouring provinces
to get proper remedies for their difeafes, or to learm
their deftiny, and what is to happen in-the remainder
of their lives, when, they receive of the Tien fle¢ a
billet filled with magical charallers, and go away well
fatisfied without complaining of the fum they pay for
this fingular favour.

But it was chiefly under the govemment of theSong
that the dotors of this fect were greatly. ﬂrengthncd
Tchin tfong the third emperor of this dynafty was ri-
diculoufly led away with their tricks- and forgeries;
thefe impoftors, during a dark wnight, had hnag up a’
book on the principal gate of the imperial city, filled
with characters and. magical forms ‘of invoking des .
mons, and gave out that this book was fallen from
heaven; the credulous prince, with great veneration;.
went on foot to fetch it,. and after receiving it with.
doop humility. carried it triumphantly into the palace,.
and enclofed it in a gold box, where it was carefully
preferved.

Thefe Tao fle€ were the perfons who introduced in+
to the empire the multitudeof fpirits till then unknown,
whom they revered as deitics independent of the fu-
. preme Being, and to whom they gave the name of.
Chang ti; they even deified fome of the ancient kings,,
and paid them divine homage.

This abominable fe& in time became ftill: more for-
midable by the protection of the:princes, and by the:
paffions of the grandees whom it flattered, and by the
impreflions of wonder or terror that is made upon thc
minds of the people.

The compa@s of thcir minifters with dcmons, the:
lots. which they caft, the furprifing effets of their mas-

G s
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‘gical arts infutuated the minds of the mulgitude, and
t - o a @7 extremely prejudiced in their favour;
tucie impoiiors sre generally called to heal difeafes, and
drive aw (, Jemors.

They facnifice to this fpirit ‘of darknefs three forts
of ¥itirs, a tog, 2 fith, and a bird; they drive a
ftal ¢ in ths earth as a fort of charm, and trace upon
paper odd fort of figures, accompanying the ftroke
of their pencil with horrible gnmaces and frightful
cries.

Sometimes a great number of profligate fellows are
fold to thefe ntinifters of iniquity, who follow the trade
of divination; though they never.have feen the perfon
before who confults them, they tell his name and all
the circumftances of his family, where his houfe ftands,
how many children he has, their names and age, and
a hundred other particularities which are ftrangely fur-
prifing to weak and credulous minds, fuch as the vuls
gar are among the Chinefe.

Some of thefe conjurers, after they have made their
invocations, caufe the figures of the chief of their fect,
and their idols to appear in the air; formerly they
could make a pencil write of itfelf without any body
touching it, and that which was written upon pape#
or fand was the anfwer which they defired, or clfe they
would caufe all the people of the houfe pafs in review
in a large veflel of water, and there they fhew the
“changes that fhall happen in the empire, and the ima-
ginary dignities to which they fhall be raifed who em-
brace their fect; in fhort they pronounce myfterious
words without meaning, and place charms in houfes
and on men’s perfons: Nothing being niore common
than to hear thefe fort of fteries, it is very likely that
the greateft ‘part 4re only illufions, but it is-not cre-
dible that all thould be fo, for there are in reality ma-
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-ny effes ‘that ought to be attributed to the power of
demons.

The thinking people among the Chinef¢ laugh at:
thefe ftories as fo many fiCtions.

Of the Seét of Fo, or Fok..

OR the fpace of two hundred and feventy years-

the emperors of the dynafty of Han poffefied the

imperial throne, and- about fixty-five years from the.
birth of Chrift the empgror Ming ti irtroduced a new

feck into China ftill more dangerous than the former,,
and has made a much more rapid progrefs. . '

This prince happened to dream one night, and a-
mong other things there occurred to his mind a'fen- |
tence which Confucius often repeated, viz. ¢ That:
$¢ the Moft Holy was to be found in the Weft;” up--

-~on this he fent ambaffadors into the Indies to difcover
who this faint was, and to feek for the true law which:
he there taught; the ambaffadors fuppofed they had
found him among the worfhippers of the Idol Fo or-
Foé, and they tranfported this idol inte China, and
with it the fables wherewith the Indjan books were:
filled,

This contagxon, which began in the court, foon got:
gl:ound in the provmces, and has fpread through all the
empire, wherein magic and impiety had already made:
too great bavoc.

It is hard to fay in what-par¢ of the Indies this idol
was, and if the extraordinary things that its difciples.
relate of it are not {fo many- fables purpolely invented;
one would be apt to believe, with St. Francis Xavier,,
that he was rather a demon than an orlinary .nan.

They relate that he was born in that part of the In..
-dies which the Chinefe call Chung tien cho, that.his-

G 6
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‘father was the king of this country, and that his mo-
ther was called Mo ye, and died foon after he was
-born; when fhe conceived fhe almoft tonftantly dream-
ed that fhe had fwallowed an elephant, and hence 2-
rife the honours that the kings of the Indies pay to
white elephaats, and often make war to gain poflefion
of this animal.

Hardly (fay they) was-this monfter feparated from
his mother, but he ftood upright and walked feven pa-
-ces, pointing ‘with one hand to the heaven, and the d-
ther to the earth; nay he likewife fpoke and pronoun-
ced diftintly thefe following words, * There is none
¢ but myfelf in the heaven or on the earth that ought
“ to be adored.”

At the age of feventeen he mamcd threc wives, and
‘had a'fon called by the Chinefe Mo heou lo; at the
age of nineteen he forfook his wives, and all earthly
cares, to retire into a folitary place, and put himfelf
under the guidance of four philofophers called by the
Indians, Joghi; at thirty he was wholly infpired by the
divinity, and became Fo or pagod, as the Indians call
him, looking upon himfelf as a god; he then applied
himfelf wholly to propagate his dotrines, the devil
always helping him out at a dead lift, for by his allif-
tance he did the moft wonderful things, and by the no-
velty of his miracles filled the people with dread, and
procured himfelf great veneration; the Chinefe have
defcribed thefe prodigies in feveral large volumes, and
zeprefented them in feveral cuts.

It is fcarcely credible how many dlfcxpics this chi-
merical god gamed for thcy reckon eighty thoufand
who were bufy in infeCting all the Eaft with impious
tenets; the Chincfe call them Ho chang; the Tartars,
Lamas; the Siamefe, Talapoins; the Japancfe, or ra-
ther the Europeans, Bonzes: Among this great num-



THE CHINESE TRAVELLER. 1357

ber of difciples there were ten of greater diftinQion ae:
to rank and dignity, who publithed five thoufand vo-
tumes in honour of their mafter.

However this new god found himfelf mortal as well
ras the reft of mankind, for at the age of feyenty-nine:
-the weaknefs of his body gave him notice of his ap~

proaching end, and then to crown all his impieties he:
-broached the venom of atheifm.

He declared to his difciples that till that moment he:
had made ufe of nothmg but parables, that his dif-
-eourfes were fo many enigmas, and that for more tham
forty years he ad concealed the truth under figurative
and metaphorical expreflions, but being about to leave
‘them he would communicate his true fentiments, and
‘reveal the myftery of his dotrine: ¢ Learn then (faid
¢ he to them) that the principle of all things is emp-
¢ tinefs and nothing; from nothing allthings proceed-
¢ ed, and into nothing al will return, and that is the
¢ end of all our hopes;” but his.difciples adhered on-
1y to his firft words, and their do&rine is diretly op—
pofite to atheifm.

However, the laft words of this impoftor laid tbe
foundation of that celebrated diftin&ion, which is made
in his doétrine into exterior and interior, of which I
fhall fpeak hereafter: His difciples did not fail to dif~
perfe a great number of Tables after his death, and ea-
fily perfuaded a fimple and credulous people that their
mafter had been born eight thoufand times, that hig
foul had fucceflively paflfed through different animals,
and that he had appeared in the figure of an ape, a
dragon, an elephant, &c. _

This was plainly done with a defign to eftablifh the
worthip of this pretended god under the thape of vark- -
ous animals, and in realty thefe different creatures,

through which the foul of Fo was faid to have pafled,
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were worthipped in feveral places; the Chinefe them-
felves built feveral temples to all {orts of idols, and they
multiplied exceedingly throughout the empire.

Among the great number of difciples that this chi-
merical deity made, there was one more.dear to himx
than all the reft, to whom he trufted his greateft fe-
crets, and charged him more particularly to propagate
his do€rine; he was called Moo kia ye; he comman-
ded him not to amufe himfelf with bringing proofs
and tedious arguments to fupport his do&rine, but to
~ put, ina plain manner, at the head of his works- which
he fhould pubh{h thefe words, It is thus that I have:
§¢ learned.’

Fhis Fo fpeaks, in one of his books,. of a mafter
more ancient than himfelf, called by the Chinefe, O mi
to, whom the Japanefe, by corruption of the language,.
have termed ‘Amida; it was in the'kingdom of Bengal.
‘that this other monfter appeared, and the bonzes pre-
tend that he attained to {uch great fan&ity, and had.
fuch-great merit, that it is fufficient at prefent ro in-
voke him ta. obtain pardon for the greateft of crimes;.
on this account the Chinefe of this fect are heard con-
tinually to pronounce thefe two names, O mi to, Foj;.
they think that the invocation of thefe pretended dei-
ties™ p’uriﬁes them in fuch a manner that they may af-
terwards give a loofe to all. their paflions,: bemg per~
fuaded that it will coft them nothmg but an invocation
to expiate their moft enormous crimes.

The laft words of Fo, when he was dymg, gave
rife to a fect of athiefts, but the greateft part of the’
bonzes could not lay afide the prejudices of their edu-’
cation, and fo- perfevered in the firft errors their ma=~
fters had taught.. - .

There were others who endeavoured at a reconcili-
ation between them, by calling one the exterior doc~
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frine, and the other the interior; the firfk ‘was more
fuitable to the capacity of the people, and prepared
their minds to receive the fecond, which was fuitable
to none but elevated minds, and the better to convey
their thoughts they made ufe of the followmg ex-
ample:

The exterior doCtrine, fay they, is with relation to’
the interior what the frame is with refpect to the arch
that is built upon it; for the frame is only neceffary
to fupport the ftones while the arch is building, but
as foon as it is finithed it becomes ufelefls, and they
take it to pieces; in the fame manner the exterior doc-
trine is laid afide as foon as the interior is embraced.

What then is the exterfor doétrine which contains
the principles of the morality of the bonzes, which
they are very eareful to inforce? They fay there is great
difference between good and evil; that after death
there will be rewards for thofe that have done well,
and punithments for thofe that have dome evil; that
there are places appointed for the fouls of both, where-
in they are fixed according to their defert; that the god
Fo was born to fave mankind, and to dire& thofe to
the way of falvation who had ftrayed from it; that it
was he who expiated their -fins, and procured them
a happy birth in the other world; that there are five
precepts to be obferved, the firftis, not to kill any live
ing creature; the fecond is, not to take what belongs
to others; the third prohibits xmpunty, the fourth ly-
ing, and the fifth drinking of wine.

But efpecially they muft not be wanting to certain
charitable works which they prefcribe: Ufe the bonzes
well, fay they, and furnifh them with the neceffaries
of life; build their monafteries and temples, that by
their prayers and the perances that they impofe for
the expiation of your fins, you may be freed from the
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punithments that are due. At the funeral obfequics
of your relations burn gilt and filver paper, and gase
.ments made of filk, and this in the ather world {hall
Be changed into gold, filver, and real habits: By this
means. your departed relations will want nothing that
is neceffary, and will have wherewith to reconcile the
cighteen guardians of the infernal regions, who would
be inexorable without thefe bribes, and if you negleé¥
thefe commands you muft expect nothing after death
but to become a prey to the moft cruel torments, and
your foul, by along fucceffion of tranfmigrations, fhalk
pafs into the vileft animals, and you fhall appear again
in the form of a mule, a- horfe, a2 dog, 2 rat, or fome
ather creature ftill more consemptible.

It is bard to conceive what an influence the dread
of thefe chimeras has over the minds of the credulous
and fuperftitious Chinefe; this will appear in a better,
light from a.flory that was related by.P. le Comptey
and which happened to himfelf when he lived in-the
province of Chen fi.

¢ They called me one day to baptize a ﬁck perfon,.
¢ who was an eld man of feveaty, and lived upen a
" ¢ {mall penfion given him by the empetor: When k
¢ entered his room, he faid, I'am obliged to you, my
¢¢ father, that you are going to deliver me from a-hea
¢ vy punifhment: That is not all, replied I, baptifm
¢¢ not only delivers perfons from hell, but condufts
¢ them to a life of bleflednefs. 1 do-not comprehiend;.
¢ replied the fick perfon, what it is you fay, and per-
¢¢ haps I have not fufficiently explained myfelf; you
¢¢ know that for fome time I have lived on the empe+
¢ ror’s benevolence, and the bonzes, who are well in-
¢ firuQted in what pafles in the next world, have afe
¢ furcd me that out of gratitude I thould be obliged
¢ to ferve him after death, and that my foul will in-
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* fallibly pafs into a poft- horfe to carry difpatches out
“ of the provinces to court: For this reafon they ex=
“ hort me to performt my duty well, when I fhall
¢ have afflumed my new being, and to take care not
¢ to ftumble, nor wince, nor bite, nor hurt any bodys
¢¢ befides, they dire& me to travel well,. to eat little,
¢¢ to be patient, and by that means move the compaf-
‘¢ fion of the deities, who often convert a good beaft
¢ into a man of quality, and make him a confiderable
¢¢ Mandarine : I own, father, that this thought makes me
¢ fhudder, and I cannot think on it without tremblingy
*¢ I dream of it-every night, and fometimes whenI'am
< afleep I think myfelf harnefled, and ready to fet out:
¢ at the firft ftroke of the rider; I then wake in 2
¢¢ fweat, and under great concern, not - being able to:
¢ determine ‘whether I am a man or a horfe; but a-
¢ las!- what will become of me when I fhall be a.horfe
¢¢ in reality? This then, my father, is the refolution
¢ that I am come to: They fay that thofe of your re-
¢ ligion are nof fubject to thefe miferies, that men
& continue to be men, and fhall be the fame in the
¢¢ next world as they are in 'this: I befeech you to re.
¢ ceive me among you, I know that your religion is.
¢ hard to be obferved, but if it was fil more difficult
¢ I am ready to embrace it, and whatever it coft
¢ me I had rather be a Chriftian than become a beaft.
¢ This difcourfe and the prefent condition of the fick
¢¢ perfon excited my compaffion, but reflefting after-
¢-wards that God makes ufe of fimplicity and igno=-
“ rance to lead men to the truth, I took occafion to
¢ wndeceive him in his errors, amd to dire€t him in
¢ the way of falvation; I gave him inftrutions along
¢ time, and at kength ﬁz ‘believed, and I liad the con=
< folation to fee him dic not only with the moft rati~
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¢ onal fentiments, but with all the marks of a- good
¢ Chriftian.”

It is eafy to fee that if the Chinefe are the dupes of
a do&rine fo abfurd and ridiculous as the tranfmigra-
tion of fouls, the bonzes, who propagate it with-fo
much zeal, draw no fmall advantage from it: It is ex-
ceeding ufeful to fupport all their deceitful tricks by
which they gain fo many charitable contributions, and
enlarge their revenues; havingtheir extra&ion from the
dregs of the people, and being maintained from their
infancy in an idle profeffion, they find this doérine
proper to authorize the artifices that they make ufe of
to excite the liberality of the people. .

One may judge of this the better from the followmg
telation of P. le Compte.

“ Two of thefe bonzes, faid he, one day perceiving
‘¢ in the court of a rich peafant ¢wo or. three.large
¢ ducks proftrating themfelves before the door, began
 to figh and weep bitterly; the good woman, who

¢ perceived them from her chamber, came out to learn
" ¢ the reafon of their grief: We know, faid they, that
¢ the fouls of our fathers have paffed into the bodies of
¢ thefe creatures, and the fear we are under that you
¢ fhould kill them will certainly make us die with
¢ grief. Iown, faid the woman, that we were de-
¢¢ termined to fell them, but fince they are your pa-
£¢ rents I promife to keep them.”

This was not what the bonzes wanted, and there-
fore they added, ¢ Perhaps your hufband will not be
¢ fo charitable as yourfelf, and you may reft affured
¢¢ that it will be fatal to us if any accident happens to
& them.

¢-In fhort, after a great deal of difcourfe, the good
¢ woman was fo moved with their feeming grief that
. & the gave them the ducks to take care of, which they

-
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¢ took very refpectfully after twenty feveral ptoteﬂatl-
“ ons, and the felf fame evening made a feaft of them
¢¢ for their little fociety.”

Thefe fort of people are difperfed throughout the
empire, and are brought up to this trade from their in-
fancy: Thefe wretches, to preferve their fe&t, purchafe
children of feven or eight years old, of which they
. make young bonzes, inftruting them in théir myftes
ries fifteen or twenty years; but they are generally ve-
ry ignorant, and there are veryfew that underﬁand the
do&trines of their own fect.

All the bonzes are not equally honourable, for they
are of different degrees, fome are employed in collett-
ing alms, others, but their apmber is fmall, have gain-
ed the knowledge of books, and fpeak politely, and
their bufinefs is to vifit the learned, and to infinuate
themfelves into the geod graces of the Mandarines;
there are likewife among them venerable old men,who
prefide over the affemblies of women, but thefe affem-
blies are uncommon, and not ufed in many places.

Though the bonzes have not a regular hierarchy; yet
they have their fuperiors, whom they call Ta ho chang,
that is great bonzes, and this rank to which the
are raifed greatly adds to the reputation which they
have acquired by their age, gravity, meeknefs and hy-
pocrify. There are in all places monafteries of thefe
bonzes, but they are not all equally frequented by a
concourfe of pcoplc

There are in every province certain mountains
wherein there are idol-temples, which have greater
credit than the reft; they go very far in pilgrimage
to thefe temples, and the pilgrims, when they are at
the foot of the mountain, kneel down and proftiate
themfelves at every ftep they take in afcending up:
Thofe who cannot go on pilgrimage defire fome of theis
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friends to purchafe a large printed fheety, marked with
a certain coin by the bonzes: In the middle of the
fheet is the figure of the god Fo, and 'upon his gar-
meént and round about a great number of fmall circles;
the devotees have hung on his neck and round his
arm a fort of bracelet, compofed of a hundred mjddle~
fized beads and cight large ones; on the topis a large
bead in the fhape of a fnuff-box; when they roll thefe
beads upon their fingers they pronounce thefe'myfteri-
ous words, O mi to, Fo, the fignification of which they
themfelves do not underftand: They make above an
hundred genuflexions, after which they draw one of
thefe red circles upon a fheet of paper.

They invite the bonzes, from time to time, to come
tb the temple to pray, and to féal and make authentic
the number of circles which they have drawn; they
carry them in 2 pompous manner to funerals in a little
box fealed up by the bonzes; this they call Lou in,
that is, a paffport for travelling from this life to the
next:. This pafiport is not granted for nothing, for ir
generally cofts feveral taels; but, fay they, there qught
_ to be no complaint of this expence, becaufe they are

furc of a happy voyage.

Amorig the temples of thefe falfe gods there are fe-
veral famous for the beauty and magnificence of their
frutture, and for the firange fhapes of their idols;.
there are fome fo monftrous that the poor Chinefe, as
foon as they fee them, fall proftrate on the earth, and
beat their forchead feveral times againft it out of fear
and dread: As the bonzes have no other view than to-
get money, and as whatever their reputation may be,
they are in rca.hty nothing but a colleQion of the dregs
of the cmp:re, they are well acquainted with the ast
of cringing before every body; they affelt a mildnefs,
eamplaifance, humility, and a modefty which deccive

~
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at firft fight: The Chinefe, who penetrate mo farther
than the outfide, take them for fo many faints, efpe«
cially when to this ountfide fhew they join rigorous fas
fing, and rifing feveral times in a night to worfhip Foy

and feem to facrifice thcmfclvcs in fome fort for the
public good. -

‘With a defign to appear very deferving among the
vulgar: and to gain a compaffion which excites their lie
berality, they expofe themfelves publicly in the ftreets
when they undergo their fevere penances; fome will
faften their ncck and feet to thick chains above thirty
feet long, which. they drag -along the ftreqt with a
great deal of pain; they flop-at the door of every
houfe, -and fay, You fec how much- it cofts us to ex-

. piate your crimes, c¢annot you aﬁ'ord us fome tnﬁmg
alms?

You fee others in the crofe-ftreets, and moft fres
quented places, who make themfelves all over blood by
"beating their heads with all their might againft-a great
ftone; but among thefe fort of penances there is none
more farprizing than that of a young bonze, which is
related by P. le Compte in the following manner:

¢ I met one day in the middle of a village a young
* brikk bonze who was mild, modeft, and very likely
¢ to fucceed in afking charity; he ftood upright in a
% clofe chair ftuck all over on the infide with the tharp
¢ points -of mails, in fuch a manner that he could
€ not ftir without being wounded; two men that were
¢ hired carried him very flowly into the houfes, where
% he befought the people to have compaflion on him,

<« 1 am, faid he, fhut up in this chair for the
¢« good of your fouls, and am refolved never to go out
s till all the nuils are bought, [and they were above
¢ two thoufand] every nail is worth fixpence, and yet
¢¢ there is not one of them but what will become a
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. % fource of happinefs in your houfes; if you buy a-
¢ ny you will perform an a& of heroic virtue, and
¢ 'you will give an alms not to the bonzes but to
¢ the god Fo, to whofe honour we defign to build a
¢ temple. -

¢¢ I then paffed near thc place where he was, and as
¢ foon as the bonze faw me he made me the fame
¢ compliment as the reft: I.told him he was very un-
¢ happy to give himfelf fuch ufelefs torment in this
¢ wotld, and I counfelled him to leave his prifon, and
¢ go to the temple of the true God to be inftrulted in
¢ heavenly truths, and to fubmit to a penance lefs fe-
¢ vere and more falutary. =

¢ He replied very mildly, and without the leaft e~
¢ motion, that he was obliged to me for my advice,
¢¢ but his obligation would be greater if I would buy.
¢ a dozen of his nails, which would ccrtainly make me
¢ fortunate in my journey.

¢¢ Here, faid he, turning himfelf on one -fide, take
¢ thefe, which upon the faith of a bonze are- the beft
% in my chair, becaufe they give me the leaft pain,
¢ however they are all the fame price: He pronoun-
¢¢ ced thefe words with an air and a&tion, which.on a-
¢ ny other occafion would have made me laugh, bat
¢ then it excited my compaffion.”

The fame motive of getting alms caufes thefe bon-
zes {o conftantly to make vifits to all perfons, as well
poor as rich; they go in what number are defired, and
ftay as long as they will, and when there are affem-
blies of women, which is uncommon, unlefs in fome
places, they bring with them a grand  bonze, who is di-
ftinguithed from the 1eft by the place that he takes, by
the refpect the other bonzes pay him, and by his ha-
bit, which is different from thofe of the other bonzes.

Thefe aflemblies of the ladies. are a good revenue
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for the bonzes, for there are in every city feveral focie
<ties of ten, fifteen, twenty women more or lefs: They
are commonly of a good family, and advanced in years,
or elfe widows, and confequently have money to dife
pofe of : They are fuperiors of the fociety in their turns
for one year, and it is generally at the fuperior’s houfe
that the aflemblies are held, and that every thing may -
-be done in.order they all contribute a certain fum of
money for common expences:

The day-on which the affembly is held comes a bon- .
.ze, pretty well advanced. in years, who is prefident,
and fings anthems ¢o Fo: The devotees enter into the
.concert, and after they have feveral times crid O mi to,
Fo, and beaten very hcamly fome {mall kettles, they
fit at the table and regale themfclves, but this is the
-ordinary :ceremony.

On the mrore folemn days they adorn the houfe with
feveral idols placed in order by the bonzes, and with -
feveral grotefque paintings, which reprefent in divers
.manners the torments .of hell; the prayers and feafts
laft for feven days; the -g.rand bonze is affifted by fe~
veral other bonzes, who join in the concert.

- Duting thefe feven days their principal care is to-
prepare and confecrate treafures for the other world:
To this purpofe they build an apartment with paper
painted and gilt, containing every part of a perfect
houfe; they fill this little houfe with a great number
of pafteboard boxes painted and varnithed; in thefe
boxes are ingots of gold and filver, or to fpeak more
properly of gilt paper, of which there are feveril hun
dreds, defigned to redeem them from the dreadful pu-
nithments that the king of the infernal regions inflits
on thofe who have nothing to give him; they put a
fcore by themfelves to bribe the officers of the tribu-
nal of this king of fhadows; the reft, as well as the
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houfe, .is for lodging, boarding and buying fome office
in the other world; they fhut up all thefe little boxes
with padlocks of paper, then they fhut the doors of the
paper-houfe, and guard it carefully with locks.

‘When the perfon, who has been,at this expence,
happens to dic, they burn the houfe firft in a very fe-
rious manner, then they burn the keys of the houfe,
and of the little chefts, that the may be able to open
them and take out the gold and filver, for they believe
. the gilt paper will be turned into fine filver and gold,

and fuppofe the king of the infermal regions [Yen
vang] to be eafily corrupted with this tempting metal.

This hope, joined to the oftentatious thew, makes
fuch an impreflion upon the minds of thefe poor Chi-
nefe, that nothing but an extraordinary miracle of grace
can undeceive them; in a word, the exercife of reli-
gion is perfeQtly free, and they cclebrate this kind of
feafts whenever they pleafe, and you have nothing but
good words from all thefe impoftors, who promife long -
life, great honours for your children,:abundance of
xiches in this world, and above all things exquifite
happinefs in the next: fuch are the extravagancies
arherewith thefe impoftors amufe the creduility of the
people; they have acquired -fo great authority over
their minds that - there- are idols to be feen every
where, which the blind Chinefe invoke inceffantly,
efpecially in times of ficknefs, when they are to go a-
ny journey, or when theyare in danger. .

In the voyage which P. Fontaney made from Siam to
China in a Chinefe veflel, he was an eye-witnefs of all
their ceremonies, as ridiculous as fuperftitious. . They
had, fays he, on the poop of their veffel 2 fmall idof
quite black with the fmoke of a lamp, which burnt
continually to -his hontiour; before they fat down to
dinner they offered him fome of the vituals defigned
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Jor their own repaft; twice in a day they threw into
the fea little Gondolaes made of paper, to the end that
being employed in over-fetting thofe fmall boats he
might fpare their own.

But if, notwithftanding thefe prefents and offerings,
.the waves were violently agitated by the fpirit, which,
as they believe, governs them, they then burn a great
many feathers, whofe fmoke and {mell infect the air,
and they pretend by this means to lay the tempeft, and
drive away the evil demon at a great diftance; but it
.wag at the fight of a mountain, which they difcovered
as they pafled the chaunel of Cochin-china, and where
_they have built an idol temple, that they outodxd them-
{elves in their fuperftition.

After they had offered vi€tuals, lighted wax candles,

- burnt perfumes, thrown feveral figures of gilt paperinto
the fea, and had proftrated themfelves a great number
_of times, the failors prepared a fmall veflel made of
boards, about four foot long, with mafts, cords, fails,
fireamers, compafs, rudder, boat, cannon, provifions,
merchandifes, and even a book of accompts; they had
difpafed upon the quarter-deck, the forecaftle, and ¢he
cords, as many {mall figures of painted paper as there
-were men in the veflel; they put this machine vpon a
_rafty and lifted it up with feveral ceremonies, carried it
about the veflel with the found ofa drum and copper-
bafons; a failor habited like a Benze was at the head
of the proceflion, fencing with a long ftaff; and fhou-
ting as loud as poflible; then they let it defcend
flowly into the fea, and followed it with their eyes as
- far as they could fee; after which this pretended Bon-
. ze went to the very higheft part of the ftern, where he
continued his thouts, and withed it.a happy voyage.

As there are aflemblies of women where the Bon-
zes prefide, there are likewife affemblies of men, which

Vor. L. ' H
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they call fafters; every affembly has its fuperior, who
“has under him u great number of difciplee called Tou
ti, to whom they give the name of -‘Sfeé fou, which is
as much as to fay, doftor father.

‘When they are induftrieus, and have gained any
reputation, they eafily attain this office; they preferve
in a family fome old manufcript, which has paflfed from
father to fon for feveral generations; this book is full

‘of impious prayers which nobody underftands, and
there is none but the head of the family .can repedt
them; fbmetimes thefe prayers are followed with fur-
-prifing <ffects, and there needs ‘nothing cHe to raife a
man to the quality of Sfe€ fou, and to gain a great
number of difciples: the days on which the affemiblies
:are held, all the difciples have notice to appear, and
' no perfon dares ftay away; the fuperior is placed im
the bottom of the hall, about the middle; every ome
proftrates himfelf -before him, and then place them-
‘felves to the right amd the leit in two lines; when the
‘time is come they recite thefe fecret and impious
prayers, and make an end by placing themfelves at the
‘ table,"and plunging themfelves into all mammer-of ¢x-
“¢efs, for mothing can be more pleafunt than' thefe Chi-
*nefe fafters; ‘to fay the truth they deny themfelve. J1
“their .life the ufe of fleth, fith, wine, onioms, garli .k,
snd every thing that heats, but they know how to makz
themfelves amends with other provifions, and efpecia’-
"1y with the liberty of eating as often as they pleax
‘We are not to fuppofé that this fort of abftinence
“i6 any great trouble to a Chinefe, for there are great
“numbers who do not profefs the art of falting, and yu
are contented with rice and herbs for their food, be-
ing not able to purchafe fleth.

When once they have attained the degree of *Sfet

fou, and have gained a great number of difciples, tui
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fhare that every difqiplé is obliged to pay on the days
of meeting amounts t6 a confiderable fum in the fpace
of a year.

In fhort there are no ftratagems, nor ridiculous in-
ventions, which thefe minifters of Satan have not re-
courfe to, to keep their followers entirely devoted to
the: God Fo, and to alienate them from the preachers
of the gofpel; but be.this as it will, what has been
mentioned hitherto is.nothing.but the exterior dorine
of Fo taught by the Bonzes, and adjufted to the arti-
fices . which they make ufe of to impofe on the creduli-
ty of the people: as to the interior doctrine, very few
are allowed to be acquainted with its myfteries, the bo-
dy.of the Bonzes in general are thought to be tao ftu-
pid to .partake thereof; for thofe who -are initiated
muft have a fublime genius, that,they may be capable
of attammg the higheft pcrfe&xon.

This interior doétrine is the fame. that was taught
by Fo in the laft .moments of:his life, and which his
difciples, . whom he trufted moft, have taken care to
explain, and propagate: we n¢ed do nothing more than
mention this ridiculous fyftem, to fhew how far. the
folly of mankind will lead thofe wha give way to fuch
4k :travagancies.

.aey teach that a vacuum or nothing is the prm-
.ciple of all thmgs, that. from this. our firft parents had
their original, and to this they returned after their
death; that the vacuum is that which conftitutes our
being and fubftance; that'it is from nothing, and the
-mixture of the elements, that all things are produced,
.and to which they all return; that all beings difigr
from one another only by their fhape and qualities, in
‘the fame. manner .as fnow, ice, and hail differ from
¢ach others and in the fame manner as they make a
man, a lion, or fome other creature of the famc metal,

H2
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which lofing their fhapes and qualities become again
the fame uniform mafs. :

Thus they fay all beings, as well animate as inani-
mate, though differing in their qualities and figures,
are only the fame thing proceeding from the fame prin-
ciple; this principle is a moft admirable thing, ex-

ceeding pure, free from all alteration, very fine, fim=
" ple, and by its fimplicity is the perfeGtion of all be-
ings; in fhortitis very perfe, and conftantly at reft,
without energy, power or underftanding, nay more, its
effence confifts in being without underftanding, with-
" out alion, without defires; to live happy we muft
continually ftrive by meditation, and frequent victo-
ries over ourfelves, to become like this Principium, and
to this end accuftom ourfelves to do nothing, to defire
nothing, to. perceive nothing, to think on nothing;
there is no difpute about vice or virtues, rewards or |
punithments, providence and the immortality of the
foul; all holinefs confifts in ceafing to be {wallowed
up by nothing; the nearer we approach to the nature
of a ftone, or the trunk of a tree, the more perfet we |
‘are; in‘fhort it is in indolence and inalivity, ir a cef- :
‘fation of all paflions, in a privation of every motion ofl
the body, in an annihilation of all the faculties of the
“foul, and in the general fufpenfion of all thought, that,
virtue and happinefs confift; when a man has once at:|
“tained this happy ftate he will then meet with no fur.|
ther viciffitudes and tranfmigrations, he has nothing!
to fear for the future, becaufe properly fpeaking he i
nothing; or if he is any thing he is happy, and to {1
every thing in ome word, he is perfectly like the

Fo. *

This doftrine is mot without its followers even

* court, where it was embraced by fome grandees:
emperor Kao tlong was fo bewitched with it, that
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refigned the government of the empire to his adopted

fon, that he might entirely addiét himfelf to thefe ftu-
pid and fenfelefs meditations.

However the greateft part of the learncd have op-
pofed this fect, and among others a2 famous Colao cal-
led Poei guei, a zealous difciple of Confucius; they
attacked it with all their might, proving that this apa-
thy, or rather this monftrous ftupidity, overturned all
morality and civil fociety; that man is raifed only a-
-bove other beings by his thinking and reafoning facul-
ties, and by his application to the knowledge and prac-
tice of virtue; that to afpire after this foolith inaltivi-
ty is renouncing the moft effential duties, abolithing

_ the neceflary relation of father and fon, hufband and
" wife, prince and fubje&, and that if this do&trine was
followed it would reduce all the members of a flate to
a condition much inferior to that of beafts. o

“‘Thus China is become a prey to all forts of ridicu-
Ious and extravagant opinions; and though fome of
the learned oppofe thefe fefls, and treat them as here-
fies, and have fometimes inclined the court to extir-
pate them throughout the empire, yet fuch inclinations
have been attended with no effet, for hitherto they
have been tolerable, either through fear of cxciting
commotions among the people, or becaufe they have
bad fecret favourers. and protetors among the learned
themfelves; fo.that all that they ever do is to condemn
herefy in general, which is put in praice evéry year
at Pekmg.
. It is this monftrous heap of fuperﬁntxons, mag:ck,
idolatry and atheifm, that, having very early infefted
ithe minds of fome of the learned, has fpawned a fey
which is embraced in the room of religion or philofo-
phy, for it is difficult to give it a true titlg, nor per-
haps do they know what to call it thendfelves.

‘H 3
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Of the Sel? of fome of the Learned of thefe latér Tintes.

HE modern doftors, who are autliors of 2 new
dcétrine, by which they prétend to explhin
whatever fe obfcure in theantient boéks, appeared un-
der the reign of the nineteenth family of Song, above
a thoufand years after idolatry had' got footing in Chi~
na: the troubles that the different {eQs,; ahd the wars
caufed in the empire, have intirely banifhied from e
the love of the ftiencés, and introduced ighiorance and
eorryption of manmers, which have been predommbnt
there for many ages.

There were then foand but féw doftors who were
capable of roufing men’s minds from fo general a le-
thargy, but the tafte the imperial family of Song had
for the antient books revived, by little and littley an e=
mulation for learning; thefe appeared ameong the
principal Mandarines men of genius and fpirit, who
undertook to exp!am not only the antient canonital
books, but the interpretation made theréon by Corifti-
" cius, by Mencius his difciple; and other celebrated #ii=
“thors.

About the year one thoufarid and fevénty wad the
time that thefe interpreters appeared, who gained a

great repatation; the moft famous were Tehiu tfe and

‘Tching tfe, who publifhed their works under the reigr
of the fixth prince of the family of Seng; Tchu hi difs
tinguithed himfelf {o greatly by his capacity, that thég
tevered him as the prince of léarning: though thefe
authors ‘have becn had in efteem for thefe five or ﬁ:i
hundred years paft, yet they are ftill looked upon ad
fmodern authors, efpecially whien compated with the
.ancient interpreters, who lived fifteent agés Befora
them.

In a word, about the year of our Lord one thoufand
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four hundred the emparor Yoag lo made choice of for-.
ty-two of the moft tkilful doctors, whom he comman-.
ded to reduce the dotrine into one body, and to take
efpecial notice of the commentarics of Tchu tfe and.
. "Fching tfe, who flougithed unde: the reign of the fa-.
mily of Song.
Thefe Mandarings. applxcd themfelves to this work,,
and befides their interpretatioa of the canonical books, -
- and of the warks of Confucius and Mencius, théy com-.
pofed another containing twenty volumes, and gave i
the title of Sing li ta tluen, that is, Of nature or natu~
1al philofophy: they followed, according to their orq
ders, the do@rines of thefe two writess, and that they
might not feem to abamdon the fenfe and do€trine of
ancient books, fo much ¢fieemed in the empire, they
endeavoursd by falfe interpretation, apd by wrefting
the meaning, to make them, {peak their own fentiments,
The authority of the emperor, the reputation of the~
Mandarines, their ingegious and polite ftyle, the new
methad of handling the fubject, their boalt of under-
flanding the ancient books, gave a reputatian to their.
works, and many of the learned were gained over
thereby. . '
Thefe new do&ors pretended that their do&rine
was foupded on the moft ancient of the Chinefe books,.
but their explanations werg very obfcure, and full of
-equivocal expreflions, that made it feem as though
.they were afraid of rejecting the old doétrines, and yet
in reality what they advanced was entirely new: the
following is a fketch of their fyftem, which it is bard
to make fenfe of,and perhaps the inventers themfelves
had ne clear nations of what they had written.
They give the firft principle of all things the name
_of Tai ki, which they fay is impoffible to be explained,
being feparated from imperfeQtions of matter, 3nd
H 4
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therefore can have no agpellation agreeable to its ma-

ture: however they compate it to the ridge of a houfe,

which ferves to unite the roof; to the root of a tree,

- to the.axletree of a chariot, to a hinge on which all

things turn; and they affirm it to be the bafis, the

pillar, and the foundation of all things: it is not, fay

they, a chimerical being, like to the vacuum of the

Bonzes; but it is areal being which had exiftence be-

fore all things, and yet is not diftinguifhable from them,
being the fame thing with the perfe€t and imperfe&t,
the heaven, the earth, and the five elements, infomuch

that every thing may ina fenfe be called Tai ki.

They fay likewife that we ought to confider of it as
a thing immoveable and at reft; when it moves it pro-
duces a Yang, which is a perfe&, fubtile, altive mat-
ter, and is in continual motion; when it is at reft it
produces Yn, a matter grofs, imperfe€, and without
motion: this is fomething like 2 man who, while he
is at reft, profoundly meditates upon a fubje&t, and
who proceeds from reft to motion when he has explain-
ed whidt e meditated upon: from the mixture of thefe
two forts of matter arife the five elements, which by
their union and temperament produce different beingd,
‘and diftinguith one thing from another: hence arife
the continual viciflitudes of the parts of the univerfe,
the motion of the ftars, the repofe of the earth, the
fruitfulnefs or fterility of the plains: they add that this
matter, or rather this virtue inherent in matter, produ-
ces, orders and preferves all parts of the univerfe;
that it is the caufe of all the changes, and yet is xgno-
rant of its own regular operations.

However, nothing is' more furprizing than to read
of the perfeCtions that thefe modern commentators at-
tribute to Tai ki: they fay its extenfion is infinite, its
nature pute and perfe, duration without beginning
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and without end: it is the idea, the model, and the
fource of all things, and the eflence of all other beings:
in fhort in.-fome places they fpeak of it as of an ani-
mated being, and give it the name:of foul and fpirit,
and look upon it as the fupreme underftanding, but.
when they would reconcile thefe notions to the anciegt:
books they fall into the: moft manifeft contradiGtions.

To the fame being,. which they call Tai ki, they
likewife give the name of Li, and this,. they fay fac-
ther, joined to matter is the compofition of all natural
bodies,. and fpecnﬁcates and diftinguifhes one thing
from another;. their method of reafoning-is as follows.:
you make out of a piece of wood a ftool or a table, but
the Li gives thé¢ wood the form of the table or ftool,.
.and when they are broke the Li of neither fubfifts any
longer.

Their reafonings in points of morality. are the fame; 3
they call Li that which eftablifhes the reciprocal duty-
between the prince and the fubjet, tlie father and the
{on, the hufband and the wife; they.give likewife the
name of Li to the foul, becaufe it informs the body; and:
when: it ceafes to inform it, the Li is faid to be def-
woyed; in the fame manner, fay. they, as ice diffolved.
by. heat lofes the Li: whereby it became ice, and re-
fumes its fluidity and natural being.

In thort, when. tbey have difputed in. this unintelli~
gible maaner. concerning the nature of Tai ki and Li,.
they neceffarily fall into atheifm, becaufe they. exclude
every efficient fupernatural caufe, and admit no other-
principle than an inanimate virtue or energy united to
the matter, to which they give the name of Li or, Tai
ki. .
But they find themfelves moft embarraffed when they
would fainelude the great number of plain texts, in.
the ancient books, which fpeak.of fpirits, of jultice,, of.

H g
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the providence of a fupreme Being, and the knowledge
which he has of the fecrets of men’s hearts, &c. for
“when they endeavour to explain them in their own
grofs manner they are certain to fall into frefh contra-
ditions, deﬁroymg in one place what they eftablith ik
another.

However, if we may credit the teftimony of a great
number of miffionariés; who have fpeat the chief part
of their lives in the empire, and who have gained an
exal knowledge of the Chinefe affairs by means of
fludying their books, 2nd converfing with men of the
greateft repute for knowledge among them, the truly
learned have not given wzy to thele mad notions, but
have adhered firittly to the text of the intient books,
without regarding the ektravagant opinions of moderh
commentators.

Bo that the fe&t of thc Tearned may véry'properly be
faid to be of two claffes.

“The firft are thofe who pay little regard to thie com-
~ ‘mentaries of the modéms, but have the fame notion
of the fupreme Being, the author of the univerfe, astté
‘old Chingfe, that is the Chinefe who have lived fince
¥o hi, and before the tinte of thefe new ‘comihentatory.

Fhe fecond are thoft who, negledting the tekr, feek
the fenfe of the ancient doltrine in the gloffés of thé
hew commentators, and adhering, like thém, to a new
philofophy are defirous of gaining a réputation from
their confufed and dark notions: they are willing 4
perfuade people that they are able to explain the mran.
her of the prodution and government of the world By
fnaterial caufes, and yet they would ftill be thoughe
the true difeiples of Confucius. '

But that I may a& the part of a faithful hifforfan,
I cannot deny that fome of the miffionaries -have bedd
perfuaded that all the learned in the empire are no bet<
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-ter than fo many atheifls, and that whatever declara-
tions the emperor Cang hi 3nd oth¢rs haye made ¢o-
the contrary, have been the ¢ffefts of mere complai-
.fance, or. downright diffimulation; for thoygh the 3-.
bore mentioned prince averred that it was not to the vie
fible and material heaven that he offered facrifice, but
-to the Lord and Creator of heaven and earth, and ail

“.things, he. might mecan the root and origin of all
things, which is nothing elfe but the Li or celeftipl
-virtue inherent in matter, which is, according to the-
~Chinefle atheifts, the prmc:pal of all things,

Befides, when we read in their books, or hear the:
Chinefe affirm, that life and death,. poverty and rich»
¢s, and all .events in general, depend on I'iem or heg-
ven; that nothing is dene but by his orders, that he-
zewards the good and punifbes the wicked, that he
cannot be deceived, that he fees all things, hears all-
things, and knows all things, that he penetrates the.
fecret recefles of the heart, that he hears the complaints
of the good and wirtuous, and grants their petitions,,
- &c. all thefe expreflions, according to them, oeught.
to be looked vpon as metaphorical, by which they-
would have the people underftand that all things hap--
pen as if in reality heaven was an-intelligent being..

In fhort they pretend that as the Stoicks afcribed:
the variety of ovents to fatal neceflity, in like manner:
the learned among the Chinefe attribute tp heaven,

-and the influence thereof, good and evil, rewards and.
pum{hmcnm, the revolutions of ftates and kingdoms ;-
and, in a word, all forts of events, whether bappy or:
unhappy, that we fee in the world. .

Thus having related the fentiments of dkilful per-
fops, who have made it their bufinefs to ftydy the
Chinefe affairs, I muft not forget a particular fort a-
meng the Jearned of this nation, who have campofed.

H 6
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a fyftem of their own from all the different fc&s, and
have endeavoured to reconcile all togetbes. < :

As the ftudy of letters is the road to the higheft
dignities, and as it is open to perfons-of all degrees,
there muft needs be many of mean extraltion, whe
have been brought up in idolatry, and when they be-
come Mandarines, either through the prejudice of their
education, or 'a publick complaifance to the people,
and to maintain the publick tranquillity, feem to adopt-
the opinions of every different fe&t, and the rather be-
caufe the Chinefe of all ranks feldom look any farther
than the prefent life: the Mandarines, who are gene-
rally the living deities of the country, have fcldom a-
ny other god but their fortune, and as it is fubjeét to
‘feveral troublefome turns, their principal care is to a-
void thefe misfortunes, and ta keep themfelves fafe in

-their pofts. The ftudents, who maybe looked upon as
the leffer nobility, have nothing at hreart but a certain
honour, which confifts in fucceeding in their examina-
tions, and in raifing themfelves to the higheft degree.
The merchants think of nothing, from morning to
night, but their bufinefs; and the reft of the people

-are entirely taken up in procuring a livelihoed, thatds
a fmall quantity of ‘rice and pulfe: in this maaner is
the time of all the Chinefe taken up.

'The learned, of whom™I am fpeaking, are as for-
ward as the reft in declaiiming againft falfe fects, but
experience fhews that they are as much flaves to Fo as-
the vulgar themfelvess their wives, who are:ftrongly
attached to idols, have a2 kind of an altar in the molt
honourable part of their houfes, whereon they place a
company of images finely gilt; and here, whether out
of complaifance, or otherwifc, thefe pretended dxfcxp}es

-“ of Confucius often bow the knee.
The cxtreme ignorance of the nation greatly con-
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tributes to the readinefs wherewith thefe Chinefe doe-
tors, as well as the vulgar, fall into the moft ridicu-
lous fuperftitions; but this ignorance has no relation
to their fkill in carrying on bufinefs, for in this they
genenally exceed the Europeans; nor dees it refpeét
- their laws of government, for no people in the world
have better; nor yet does it regard their moral philofo-
phy, for their books are full of wife maxims, if they
-would but put them in praftice: but their moft fkilful
doctors are ignorant of all other parts of philofophy,
for they know not how to reafon juftly on the effeQs -
of nature concerning their fouls, or the fupreme Be-
ing, for thefe things take up but little of their thoughts;
nor do they much concern themfelves about the ne-
ceflity of religion, or their ftate after death: however
their-is no nation in the world more addiéted to ftudy,
but then they fpend their younger years in learning to
read; and the remainder of their lives is taken up either
in the duties of their fun&wn, or in compofing acade-
mical difcourfes.

This grofs ignorance of nature makes great num-
bers attribute the moft common accident to_fome evil
genius, but this is chicfly among' the common people,
efpecially among the women, and they endeavour to
appeafe it by impious and ridiculous ceremonies; fome-
times they pay homage to fome idol, or rather to the
demon belonging thereto; fometimes to fome high
mountain or great tree, or an imaginary dragan which

. they fuppofe in the fky or at the bottom of the fea; or
elfe, whichis ftill more extravagant, to the quintefence
of fome animal, for inftance a fox, an ape, a toiteife,
a frog, &c.

They affirm that-thefe animals, after they have liv.
ed fome time, have the power of purifying their eflence,
and of divefting themfelves of whatever js grofs and
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varthly, and this refined part which remains is that
which troubles the .imagination of men and women;
.but of all a fox thus purified is the moft dreadful. -

There are three other things that contribute greatly
to keep them in ignorance.

The ikt is what the Chinefc call Souan Ming, Tel-
ling of fortunes; the country is fullof a fort of peo-
ple who pretend to be fkilful in reading the deftinigs-
.of mankind; they are generally blind, and go from
houfe to houfe playing on a kind of Theorboe, and wiil
give a fpecimen of their fkill for about a halfpennys it
is furprifing to hear their extravagant fancies about the
Jetters of the year, day, month and heur of a perfon’s
-births they will predi@ the general misfortunes that
attend you, but are very particular in promifing riches
.and honours, and great fuccefs in trade-or fludy; they
will acquaint you with the caufe of your own difiem-
per, or that of your children, -and the reafon ef your
father’s or mother’s death, which they always pretend.
is owing to fome idol that you bave offended, and muit
appeafe; if what they have foretold comes to pafs by
.mere chance, then they are confirmed in their errors;
.but if the contrary happens they are fatisfied with fay-
.ing, That this man did not undeiftand his bufinefs.

The fecond thing is drawing the lots called Pa,
«couay there arefeveral manners of- drawing them, but
the moft common is to go before an idel and burn eer-
.tain.perfumes, knocking the forehead feveral times a-
gainft’ the ground; there is alfo near the idol a box
full of flat flicks, onz whereof they lct fall at a ven-
‘tuse, on which there are enigmatical charaéters writ-

ten, the fenfe of which is explained by the Bonze who
preﬁdcs aver the ceremony, or elfe they confult an old
writing which is ftuck againft the wall, by which: thcy
find out ‘the conjuration; this is eommon!y put in

»



THE CHINESE TRAVELLER. "1§3

practice when tirey undertake any affair of moment,
- or are goihg any journey, or are about marrying their
- ¢hildren, and upon a hundred other o¢cafions, that they
‘may meet with a fortunate day and happy fuccefs.

But the third thing is moft ridiculous of sll, ard
what the Chinefe dre moft infatuated with; they call
- it Fong choui, that is, Thc wind and watér, and they
- mean by that the happy or unhappy fituition of a houf®,
and efpecially of a burying-place; if by chance a
-neighbour bailds houfs in a contrary fituation to your

own, and one of the corners of his is oppofite to the
fide of yours, it is fufficienit to make you believe that
all is loft, and it begets a hatred that ‘cannot be extin
guithed as long as the new houfe:ftands, and is an af-
-fair that may be brought before the Mandarine; bue
-if ‘there happens to be no other remedy, you muft fer
up a dragon, ef fome other monfter, made of baked
clay, on the middle of your roof; the earthen dragon
muft give a terrible look againft the fatal corner, and
open a dreadful mouth as it were to fwallow up the
evil Fong 'choui, that is the bad air, and then you w:ll
be a little more fecure. »

This was the method that was taken by the gover-

nor_of Hien tchang to -defend himfelf againft the Je-
fuit’s church, which is biilt upon 'an eminence, and
overlooks his palace in the bottom; he had likewife
the precaution to turn the apartments of his palace a
little more oblique; and raifed about two hundred pa-
ces from the church a kind 0f a gatehoufe three ftories
high to ftave off the influence of the Tien tchu tang,
that is, The church of the Lord of heaven.

Many other things might be related with regard to

the fituation of a houfe, the place of the door, and the
day and manner of building the oven for rice, but that
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wherein the Fong choui triumphs moft, are the tombs
and fepulchres of the dead: there are a fort of impof-
tors, whofe bufinefs. is to ind out a fortunate hill or
mountain for this purpof¢, and when they have deter-
mined, by their juggling tricks, which is fo, no fum
of money is thought too great for the purchafe of .
Fong choui is regarded by the Chinefe as fomething
more valuable than life itfelf, becaufe they imagine
that the happinefs or mifery of life depends upon this
abfurd chimera; fo that if any perfon has greater ta-
lents or capacity than the reft of mankind,.if he attains
his dotor’s degrge only, or is raifed to a Mandarinate,
-if he has feveral children, lives to a good old age, ar
fucceeds in trade, it is neither his wit, {kill or honefty
that is the occafion of it, it is his houfe happily fituar-
ed, it is the.-fepulchre of his departed parents and rela--
tions that has an. excellent Fong choui.

.
-



THE CHINESE TRAVELLER, 18§
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Of the Coins and MONEY of #he CHINESE.

EITHER in Canton, nor indeed throughout
N the whole empire, are any coins ftruck, except-
ing the Li or Cath. This Li is made of the fcum of
copper, mixed with other coarfe metal; it is fomewhat
larger than our Englith farthing, but thinner, with
fome Chinefe chara&ers on each fide; and in the cen-
ter of each Cah is a fquare hole im order'to- put them
on a ftring, for the eafe of numbering. Inftead of
coins they cut their gold and filver into fmall pieces of
different weights. There is almoft no gold ufed in our
dealings with them, it being about fifty per cent. cheap-
er there than in Britain. ‘We therefore ufe filver as
the current money in traffic.

-As the Chinefe pay no regard to coin, fo all goes by
wc:ght Nor do thcy regard the workmenthip of any
thing in filver; it is the fame to thcm when melted
down, as in the fineft work. .

Their weight for filver, by the names of whxch they
they denominate any piece of money, are called -

By the Chinefe, Leang; Tfean, Foan, and Li.

By the Portugucfe, Tae}, Mace, Candarms, and
Cath.

The Leang or Tael, is equal to fix thillings and
three pence fterling, which is divided into ten Ffean
or Mace, equal to feven pence halfpenny fterling each.
Thefe are again divided into ten Foan or Candanns,
equal to three farthmgs fterling, and each of thefe are
divided again into ten equal parts, called Li or Cath,
equal only to the tenth part of three farthings.

Our Englith crown paffes currently for eight Mace,
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though it oftener weighs lefs than more. It is from
this that I value the Tael at fix fhillings and three
pence, though commonly reckoned fix ﬂullmgs and

cight pence. For,
L s 4

Right mace, the current value of our ¢ - o o |
Grown, is —— — 5 \
Two mace- more is, at that rate, e,-} 1
o 1 3
qual to -— -_— -
. : A e ————r——
So that ten mace, or ene taely is e-

gualte —— —v— 'OA 6 3

TABLE of #he CuiNESE and ExcLiss Mansy.

CANDAREN.

. &grs
3 Cmdarm, cqm\l to 3 ferlings
2 ditto to £ ¥ -
3 ditto to 2 3
4 ditto 0 3
§ ditto to 3 &
6 ditto to 4 *
7 ditto to 5% -
8 ditto to 6
g ditto - to 6 ¥ .
10 equal to a mace, or ‘10 2 %
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2 Mace, equal
3 ditto
4 ditto
g ditto
6 ditto
2 ditto
8 ditto
9 ditto
‘50 ditto, equal to

rll[t;.r

2 Taely equal
. 3 ditto
4 ditto
¢ ditto
‘6 ditto
' ditto
8 ditto
9 ditto
1o ditto
20 ditto
g0 diteo
40 ditto
§o ditto
6o ditto
70 ditto
8o ditto
9o ditto
100 ditto
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This table will be very ufeful to thofe who make a
voyage to China, for readily finding the value of their
money. '

The Chinefe people keep fcales and weights in theie
pockets, for weighing the meney they receive or pay.
They are put in fmal} portable wooden cafes. Thefe
fcales are made after the manner of theRoman balance,
or our Englith ftilliards, called by the Chinefe Litang,
and by us Dot-chin. -

It is no lefs the intereft of all forexgaers to have a
cafe of thefe about thcm, to weigh money; as there
are a number of fharpers, not only among the com-
mon people, but even among the merchants; who have
falfe Dot-chins, and a fly way of holding them in their
hand to caft the weight to their own advantage. -

The Chinefe have alfo & large inftrument, fome-
what like feiffars, for cutting money into fuch fmaHl
picces as they have occafion:for, which the Englith call
Chop-chin. Even in the ufing this inftrument they
will impofe upon you. When I have given a dollar

- to be cut in two, I have loft a Candarin or twe ih the
weight. The upper part of this inftrument is fharp
for cutting the money, and the lower has a flit or foc~
ket to reccive the upper; but fometimes the upper part,
which thould be fingle and fharp, is double and hel-
low, that in cutting,.1s filled up with a thin bit of the
money which they cheat'you of. The larger fort of
thefe jnftruments are kept in the houfes and {hops of
merchants, and the {maller ones they kccp in theix
pocket.

As the Chinefe divide their money into decimal

parts, it is very-eafily reckoned. Inftead of ufing pen
and ink, asswe do, in their arithmetical computations,
they ufe round timber beads, fixed on wire, or on
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Fmall pieces of wood, that are again fixed on a long
fquare wooden ftand,. about an inch deep, much hkc
a common wooden ink-ftandage, '

%M%M@@%%@@GQM%Q@

Of the TRADE, MERCHANDISE, and SHIPPING of
the CHINESE.

HIS empire has always been rendered very flou-

rithing, by the facihty of tranfporting merchan-

dize by means of the rivers and camals, and by the par-

ticular riches of every province. As the Chinefe have

among themfelves every fupply for the neceffities and

‘pleafures of life, they feldom trade with any natnon far
diftant from their own.

Their ports under the emperors of their own nati-
on were always fhut up to foreigners, but fince the
Tartars are become mafters of China they have been
“open to all nations. Thus to give a full account of
‘the ‘Chinefe trade, we may fpeak of that carried on a-
~mong themfelves and their neighbours,and then of that
«<arried on by the Europeans with them.

The trade carried on within China is{o great, that
that of all Europe is not to be compared therewith; the
provinces are like fo many kingdoms, which commu-
nicate to each other what they have peculiar to thems
felves, and this tends to the prefervation of union, and
makes plenty reign in all the cities. The provinces
of Hou quang andKiang fi fapply all the provinces with
rice that are not well provided; the province of Tche
%iang furnifhes the fineft filk; Kiang nan varanifh, ink,
and curious work of all forts; Yua nan, Chenfi, and
Chan fi yield irom, copper,.and feveral other metals,
horfes, mules, furs, &c. Fo kien has fugar and the
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beft tea; Se tchuen, plants, medicinal herbs, thubarb,
&c. and fo of the reft; forit is not poﬂiblc to defcribe
exallly the particular riches of each province.

All the merchandifes, fo readily tranfported along
the rivers are fold in a very fhort time; you may Tee,
for inftance, merchants who three or four days after
their-areival at a city bave.fold.fix thoufand caps.proe
per for the feafon.. Trade is never interrupted but on
the two firlk days of the firft moon, which they em-
pley in diverGone and the common vifits of -the new
year: -Except at this-time every. thing is in .motion as
well in the citics as.in the country. The.Mandarines
themfelyes bave their fhare in bpfinefs, and there are
fomae among them whogive their moncy to. trufty mer-
chants to incresfs their income in the way of trade.

In fhort there are none but the pooreft familics, whe
but-wish,a-little management can 'find means to fub-
4ift, wery: ealily by their frade.. There are many fami-
Jies whafe whole ftock does not amount t0.a. crowny
and yet the father and mother, with two or three chxl-
Adren,.ate-mainmined by.the little trade that they carry
-on, .get garments of filk for days of ceremony, and in

. afew years time eplarge their commcrce to.fomethm,g
.confiderable. .
This is difficult to comprchend and yet bappens g=
very day; for. inftance, one of thefe fmall merchants,
-who has -about. fifty fous, will buy fugar, meal and
-rice, and make {mall cakes, which he has baked an
howr or-two_before dayto kindle, as they.exprefs it, the
‘heart of traveHers; his fhop is hardly open before hjs
" .merchandife is carried off by country people, who

corae in csowds .in a morning to every city, by the
- workmen, posters, advocates, and children of the di-
. ftrct. This Litdle trade, produces in a few hours twem-
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ty fous more than the principal, the half of which is
fufficient to maintain his fmaH family.

fin a word the molt frequented fair is bot a faint re--
Femblance of 'the incredible erowds of people that are
to be fcen in the generality of cities, who either fell
‘or buy all forts of commodities. It were to be withed
the Chinefe merchants were more honeft in their deal-
‘¥ngs, efpecially' when they trade with -foreigners; they
always endeavour to feH as dear as they can, and often
rnakeno feruple of adulterating their commodities.

Their maxim is that thofe who buy fhould give as
Tittle as poflible, and upon this principle they think
thremfelves in the right toafk the greateft price, and to
take it if the buyer is fo fimple or ignorant as to give
4t: 'It'is'not the'merchant who deceives, fay- they, itis
the buyer ‘who deceives himfelf. However, thofe -who
aét upon thefe deteftable principles are the firft m
‘praifing the honefty and difintereftednefs of othcrs, fo
‘that they ftand felf-condemned. :

Trade being foextenfivein all the provinces of: Cln-
12, as I have already faid, it is not-at all furprifing that
the inhabitants are fo little defirous of foreign trade, o~
“fpecidly fince ‘they have contemptible thoughts of all
foreign nations: Thus in their {fea-voyages they-never
fail through the fireight of Sonda, their fartheft voy-
ages reach no farther on the fide of Malacca than to
‘Achen, on the fide of the fireights of Senda to Batavia,
‘which ‘belongs to the Hollanders, and to the north as
far as Japan; I fhall therefore explain as briefly as pof-
fible to what places on thefe feas they carry on a trade,
and what is the nature of the merchandife which they
‘import and export. :

I. Japan is a kingdom which they often frequent,
“and commonly fet fail for it in.the month of June er
July at fartheit: They go to Camboya or Siam, where
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they import merchandifes proper for thofe countries,
and take in others that there is a great demand for at
Japan, and when they return into their own country
they find that they have made two hundrcd per cent.
by their voyage.

If from the ports of China, that is from Canton; E
.mouy, or Ning po, they go dirc&ly to Japan, then they

- export the following merchandifes: 1. Drugs, fuchas
gin feng, birthwort, rhubarb, and fuch like. 2. Bark
of Arika, white fugar, buffalo and cow-hides: As for
the fugar they gain greatly by it, even fometimes 2
thoufand per cent. 3. All forts of filks, but chiefly

fattins, taffeties, and damatks of divers colours, but
principally black. Some¢ of thefe pieces coft but fix
tacls in China, and yet fell at Japan for fiftcen taels.

4. Silken ftrings for inftruments, eagle and fandal
wood, which is much in requeft among the Japanefe
for perfumes, becaufe they conftantly offer incenfe to
their idols. 5. European cloth and camblets, which
have a quick fale, but as they arc imported by the
.Dutch the Chinefe. never carry them unlefs they can
fell them at the fame price, and yet they affirm they
;gain fifty per cent. thereby, which thews what a great
profit the Dutch make by the trade.

The merchandifes which the Chinefe traders load
their veflels with back are,

1. Fine pearls which coft more or lefs in proporti-
on to their beauty and bignefs, and at fome particular
times they gain a thoufand per cent. by them.:

2. Red copper in bars which they buy for three or
four taels, and fell in China for ten or twelve; wrought
‘coppers fuch as balances, chaffing-difhes, incenfe.
pans, bafons, &c. 'which they fell very dear in their
own country, the copper being fine and agrceablc to
the fight. -
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3. Sabre-blades, which are much efteemed in Chi-
na; they coft but a piafter in Japan, and fell fome-
times for ten piafters in China.

4. Smooth flowered paper of which the Chinefe
make fans.

5 Porcelaine which is very beautiful, but is not uf-
ed in the fame manrier as that of China, becaufe it will
not bear bodmg water it is fold in Japan much atthe
fame price as china-ware is fold in China.

6. Japanned works, which are not equalled in any o-
ther place in the world: The price is not fettled, bue
the Chinefe dare not load but feldom with them for
fear they fhould not fell again, but when they do im-
port them they fell extremely dear: A cabinet that was
bt two feet high, and not much above the fame
breadth, was fold in China for a hundred pieces of
eight: The merchants of Emouy and Ning po are
thofe which load mott freely with them, becaufe they
.carry them to Manilla and Batavia, and gain coafi-
derably by the Europeans who are fond of thefe fort of
works.

7. Gold, which is very fine, and a.certain metal
called Tombac, by which they gain fifty or fixty per
cent. at Batavia.

If one may depend on the honefty of the Chinefe it
would be eafy for the Europeans to have commerte
with Japan by their means; but this is impoffible un-
lefs they were to bear them company, and be mafters
of the cargo, and had a fufficient force to prevent in-
fults.

IL. The Chinefe alfo trade to Manilla, and import
a great deal of filk, firipped and flowered fatuns of
different colours, embroidery, carpets, cufhions, night-
gowns, filk ftockings, tea, china-ware; japanned work,

Vor. L. . |



194 THE CHINESE TRAVELLER.

drugs, &c. by which they gain generally fifty per cent.
and bring nothing back but pieces of eight.

III. The trade that the Chinefe carry on the moft
regularly is to Batavia, which they find moft eafy and
moft gainful: Not a-year paffes but veflels fail for this

. city from Canton, Emouy, and Ning po: It is to-
wards the eleventh moon, that is in December, that
they put to fea. The merchandifes they are loaded
with are,

1. A kind of green tea, which is very fine and of
a good fmell, but Song lo tea is not much fought after
‘by the Dutch,

-2. China-ware, which is fold as cheap there as at
Canton.

3. Leaf-gold and gold-thread, which is nothing but
gilt paper; fomeof this is not fold by weight but in
{mall fkains, and is dear becaufe it is covered with the
fineft gcld, but that which the Chinefe bring to Bata-
via is fold only by _weight; it is made up in parcels

_ "with large long tufts of red filk, which is put there
on purpofe to fet off the colour of the gold, and to
make the parcels weigh heavier: The Hollanders nmake
no ufe of it, but they export it to Malais, where they
make a confiderable profir of it.

4. Toutenack, a metal that is between tin and iron,
‘and brings the merchants a hundred, and fometimes a
hundred and fifty per cent.

5. Drugs, and efpecially rhubarb.

6. A great quantity of utenfils of eopper, fuch as
bafons, chaffing dithes, great kettles, &c.

They import from Batavia, 1. Silver in pieces of
“eight. 2. 8pices, particularly pepper, cloves, nutmegs,
&c. 3. Tortoife-thells, of which the Chinefe make
wvery, neat toys, and among others combs, boxes, cups, '
kaife-handles, pipes, and fneff boxes after the fafhion
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of thofe in Europe, and which coft but five pence. 4.
Sandal-wood, and red and black wood proper for ca-
binet-work, and another red wood which ferves for dy-
ing, commonly called Brazil-wood. 5. Agate-ftones
ready cut, of which the Chinefe make ornaments for
their girdles, buttons for their caps, and a kind of
bracelets for their necks. . 6. Yellow amber in lumps,
which they fell very cheap; in 2 word European cloths,
which they gain as much by as when they fell them .
at Japan.

This is the greateft trade that the Chinefe carry on
out of their own country; they likewife go, but very
feldom, to Achen, Malacha, lhor, Palana, Ligor,which
depend on the kingdom of Siam, to Cochin«china,&c.
The trade that they carry on at lbor'is the moft ¢afy
and gainfal; they even would not gain the expence of
their voyage when they go to Achen, if they failed of
being there in the months of November andDecember,
which is the time that the thips belonging to Surat and
Bengal are upon the coaft.

They feldom import any thmg elfe from this couns
try but fpices, fuch as pepper, cinnamon, &c birds-nefts,
which are counted {o delicious at the Chinefe feafts,
rice, camphire, ratan, which is a kind of long cane,
which they weave together like fmall ftrings, torches

made of the leaves of certain trees which burn like . ~

pitch, and ferve for lambeaux when they march in the
-night, and gold, tin, &c.

There now remaing nothing to be {poke of but the
trade the Europeans carry on with the Chinefe.

The gains of the Englith in a voyage to China chief-
ly arife from the goods imported from that empire,
‘and not from what are carried thither, We buy the
moft part of their goods with filver. Lead is almoft
the only commedity for which our merchants get more

I2
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than prime coft. We carry alfo fcarlets, blue, black,
green and yellow broad cloths thither.” But the rem-
nants or {mall pieces which we get cheap in England,
turn to better account, than whole pieces. Of thefe
fmall picces the Chinefe make long purfes which hang
by their fide, tied by filken ftrings to their girdle.

The following goods turn alfo to pretty good ac-
count, if they can be conveyed afhore without paying
the duties, otherwife the charge and tronble will be
equal to the profit, viz. .

Large looking-glaffes,

Coral branches,

Flint ware for fhamthue-cups,

Ordinary horfe piftols with gilt barrels, ~

Old wearing apparel of fcarlet or blue cloth,
Sword blades about 14 s. per dozen,

SpeQacles fet in horn, about 8 s. 6 d. per dozen,
Clocks and watches of fmall pncc,

Small brafs tweezer cafes,

Any new toy not before imported.

Goods imported from Chma, are teas, porcelaine,
quickfilver, vermillion, and other fine colours; china
root, raw and wrought filks, copper in bars, of the fize
of fticks of.fealing wax, camphire, fugarcandy, fans,
pi&tures, lacquered ware, foy, borax, lapis lazuli, ga-
lingal rhubarb, coloured ftones, tutanague, i. e. a fort
‘of tin; gold, with many thihgs-made of mother of
pearl.

Green tea is drank in India, Perfia, and all the Ea-
ftern nations. Bohea is little efteemed by them. Singlo
o1 green tea is to be chofen by its fine {mell, and light
colour; for if any of the leaves appear brownifh or wi-
-thered. it is not good. Imperial or Bing tea is fhill’
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lxgbter than green tea, of a pleafant fmell, but not fo
ftrong as finglo. If it once lofe its crifpnefs, it is good
for little; which it will do, though very frefth and
good when bought, if great care is not taken in pack-
ing it.

Although the exportation of gold be prohibited, the
Mandarines themfelves fell it in a concealed way, to
the European merchants. Ten tacl weight of gold
‘touch 92, bought at touch for touch, (the moft go«
verning price) amouhts to 111 oz. 8 dwt. § gr. cur-
rent. 'Ten tael of filver, at §8. 6 d. per oz. is 301.
12 8. 8 d. for which you have 12 oz. 2 dwt. 4 gr,

-worth about 4 1. an ounce in London, is 48 1. 8.5. 8 d.
and makes upwards of §8& per cent. profit. But gold -
is a commodity that is feldom bought there by any but
thofe who have more money to lay out than they have
either room or privilege in the fhip, which feldom
happenis. There are a great many forts of goods on
which they may make § or 600 per cent. if got athore
in London thhout paying duty, and fold to proper

. hands.

. A great deal depends on a perfon’s knowledge of
what things are likely to take in England, and at.what
price they are commonly fold. If a private trader
would improve fuch a voyage to advant:gc, he fhould
confult with the hard-ware, china or toy merchants in

London, before he goes, and fhould carry with him

patterns or mufters by which things may be made or
painted in China; for the Chinefe workmen of all pro-

- feflions are fo ingenious, that they will imitate any.

thing that is fhown them to the greateft perfeCtion
and exaltnefs.

113
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Prices of goods fold at Canton by the Englifb company,
1747-8.

Lead per pecul of 133 ]b. from three tael to three tael
fix mace.

Scarlet cloth per cattie, of 20 0z. avoirdupois from
three tael to four tael.

Slips of ditto, from three tael to three tael five mrace.

Looking-glaffes per fquare foot, from one tacl five mace
to two tacl.

an of Indian goods camed Sfrom Batama, and
Jold at Cantan.

APePper per pecul of 133 1b. from. eight tael to ten

‘ tael.

Bees-wax per ditto from twelve tael to fonrteen tael. -

Falfe amber per ditto at twelve tael.

Fine amber per ditto from -one hundred tacl to one
hundred and ten tael.

Rozin allas per ditto at fixty-tael. -

Block tin-at eleven tael.

Pitchuck at twenty two tacl.

Birds nefts per cattie, of 20 oz. from two tael five macd
to three tael.

Opium per ditto at fix tacl

" Four hundred pound net Englith weight, is equat
to three peculs Chinefe weight One pecul Chinefe
weight, is equal to 1 33: 1b. Englith wcxght Sixteen

“tael is equal to one cattie,
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Prices of goeds hugbt at Canton by the Englifb compa=
ny, anno 1747-8

Borea Tras.
Common bohea per pecul of 1 3 3 lb. from thirteen tacl
to fifteen tael.
Congo from twenty five tael to thirty tacl.
Souchong frem thirty five tacl to feventy tael.’

} GreeN Trss.
Firft finglo at thirty tael
Second ditto at twenty five tael.
‘Third ditto at twenty two tacl. ,
Fourth ditto at fixteen tael. i
Beft hyfonat {ixty tael. ’
Second hyfon at forty five tael.
Hyfon gqu at fixty fix tael.

Orser Teas.
Ut.’hang at forty tael.
Imperial at thirty eight tael. :
RuUBars RooT from eleven tacl to twenty ezght
tael.

Opium is an advantageous commodity when carried
to China, but muft be fold privately, for the importa-
tion of it is ftritly prohibited by the emperor.

The porcelaine or china is fo various in quality and
fathion, that it is impoflible to fix a price. I have feen
exquifitely fine enamelled work, which, I believe,
wotld bring more profit than-teas, or the china-ware
which takes up ¥ great deal of rooth, and is liable
fometimes to fuffer great damage. Thefe enamelled
veflels muft be fmuggled from Canton to the {hips;
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for the duty on all metals there is as much as the prime

. coft, and amounts almoft to a prohibition of the ex-

portlon of them.

As foon as the European fhips come to an anchor
at Wampo, a few miles from Canton, a couple of
Happo or cuftomboufe boats, are placed on each fide
of them, to fec that nothing is fmuggled out of or into
the fhip. They fearch every cheft, &c. that they fu-
fpe&t, and fometimes even our pockets do not efcape
them. Yet I have feen many fmall things carried a-
board without their. nctice; fuch as gongs, [a curious
whiftle.] bows, arrows, and other things that are
ftrictly prohibited to be exported; and fometimes the
Chinefe themfelves aflift our people in bringing them
on board.

All boats, whether our own or thofe of the Chmefe,
that go from our fhips or bankfalls with European
goods or pafiengers aboard, bound for the fa&ory, muft
h:ve a Chop or permit from a cuftomhoufe offiger;
which muft be renewed at. every cuftomhoufe in their
way. There are three Happo or cuftomhoufes be-
tween Wampo and Canton, fituated by the river fide,

-diftingnifthed by having the emperor’s yellow -colours

hoifted upon a long pole before the door. The boat
muft call at each of thefe Happo houfes, to renew the

- Chopy the fhip’s pinnace, hawever, or other boat hav-

ing a captain or fupercargo aboard, is allowed to pafs
without being obliged to flop at any of thefe Happo
houfes.

- After the fupercargocs bave agreed with the Happo

.with regard to the duty, and with the merchants about

the prices of goods aboard, and what kinds of Chinefe
goods are wanted to load with; then .the cuftomhoufe
retinue come aboard, meafure the thip, and weigh and

.take an account of all the goods, which are immediate~
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1y féent to the faory, or the merchant’s houfe who pur-
chafes them, .in a large fampan.’ : .

Toprevent any embezzlement, there-are two or three
of the thip’s company, well armed, fent along with
the goods, and a Chinefe cuftomhoufe officer on be-
half of the Happo. After they arrive, and are unload-
ed, the merchant weighs them over again; and the
fupercargoes after them in Englifh fcales. '

The Chinefe merchants having agreed to provide
fuch goods as are wanted, in particular quantities, at
‘a fixed price, and to- have all ready. againft a certain
time; the fupercargoes attend, view and tafte the,
goods, and order every cheft to be packed, tared,
weighed and marked; -upen which they are carried
from the Chinefe merchant’s warchoufe to the factory.

Thefe warchoufes are commonly large, full of teas
flanding in bafkets as they are brought from the field:
[Only the coarfer teas are here meant; fine hyfon is
" never unpacked.] It is packed in: chefts lined with
fheet-lead, to keep it from wet or damps, which would
entirely fpoil it. I have feen two hundred cowlies or
porters, all naked to the middle, packing-and treading
the tea in chefts. Two of them get into a cheft toge-
ther, and tread it down as it is filled. I make no
doubt, but that if fome nice Britifh ladies were to fee
fome of thefe cowlies, with their nafty feet and legs,
perform this office, they would be apt to lofe concc:t
of their beloved plant.

The porcclaine or china warchoufes are generafly
very {pacious, and contain large quantities of china,
of al] fizes and figures, fit for the Europcan market.
The fupercargoes attend the packing of this article toos
for, if a ftrict eye is not kept wpon them, they wilk
"fometimes put up china eracked, broken, or of an in-
ferior quality. They have even gone fo far as to fi

Is
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up chefts with ftones or bricks, in place of the fineft
commodities; which has not been difcovered till they
were opened in England.

If the chefts are not fent immediately to the fattory,
or to the fhips, after they are packed, it is abfolutely
neceffary to fend a man or two to watch them in the
merchant’s warchoufe, otherwife they may be fubje&k
to great abufe; and there muft be a guard on them all
the way to the thips. ‘

The cuftomhoufe officers muﬁ alfo be bribed with
prefents now and then, otherwife they.become very
troublefome. It is beft to feed them from time to time
with fmall prefents; for if you give them one ever fo
large, it will foon be forgot, unlefs their memeries are
frequently refrethed by another. In fhort, it requires
a great deal .of patience and cunning to trade with the
Chinefe. An equal temper, and 2 fmoeth tongue, aré
qualifications abfolutely ne&eﬂ'ary’for a fupercargo; for
they muft be dealt with in the fame crafty manner that
they deal with others.:

A private trader, that buys a quantity of goods in
chefts, tubs, or boxes, muft get a clearance: from the
merchants, to emable him to get it aboard, for which
ke pays a fmall matter extraordinary. 'The merchant
writes his name, or paftes a fmall bit of printed paper
upon the cheft, &c. by which the Mandarines, who
weigh all-the company’s goods as they are thipped off,
know what merchant to debit for the duty; which they
colle& at their leifure. The chefts, boxes, &c. that
have the merchant’s Chop or mark are feldom opened;
yet I have fometimes feen even thefe infpeCled by the
Mandarines, on fufpicion that they contained goods of
greater value than they were marked at. When a
fraud is detected; I know not exactly hew they fettle’
mwmtters, but it is probable the merchant is fined. ~ -
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A private man who picks up trifling articles here
and there, muft colle@ them in a chelt before they are
{ent aboard; and ufe his intereft with the Itnguift, or
one of the cuftomhoufe retinue, to take a note of fuch
things as pay duty, who will carry it before thé Hap-
po, along with the key of the cheft; and if the Happo
put his mark upon it, the cheft pafics without further
trouble, and the key is returned. Al goods, in chefts,
&c. muft have the Happo’s chop or mark upon them,
otherwife they will be feized.

Every thing is fold by weight in China, fleth, fowls,

fruits, rice, &c¢. and even liquids. To increafe the’
weight, 1 have known them cram their poultry with
ftones and gravel.
- The Chinefe will not fcruple exchanging a live hog
for a dead one, if the lattec is a little larger; for they
like them as well when they di¢ of a diftemper, as
when killed by a butcher.  For this purpofe they will
fometimes give fuch hogs as we purchafe a dofe to kil
them foon after they are brought aboard; and when
we are obliged to throw them away, they will take
them up, and fell them over again to their own
people.

Every perfon in dealing with the Chinefe, fhould

- thoroughly infpe their goods, and fhould be particu-
larly careful of their weights and meafures. You muft
carefully obferve that the beam be not longer on one
fide than the other. Some of them have holes or
notches at each end of the beam, by which they can,
by hanging fcales in the one or the other, dimini(h or
increafe the weight confiderably: In others the beams
may be pulled out or contratted on one fide: Bat that
which is leaft difcernible, and apt to deceive you, is,
when the nut or centre of the beam is made to flide,
which they can do by a flight. of hand not eafily ob- -

16
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ferved. It is, indeed, fo difficult to know all their
tricks, that you cannot be thoroughly fafe, unlefs you
weigh every thing after them in Englith fcales. Thofe,
alfo, who have confided in their package, have been ne
lefs deccived, than thofe who have trufted to their
weights. They have found chefts, boxes, tubs, and
canifters fo exaltly imitated and marked, with damag-
.ed goods, or things of little value, and putin the place
of freth goods, that our people made no doube that all
was right, till thcy found out the deception upon their
unpacking them in England.

“The Chinefe excel the Europeans in nothing more
than in the art of cheating. When they have any point
to manage in which their intereft is concerned, no pec-
ple know. better how to infinuate themfelves into the
good opinion of thofe they mean to take an advantage

of, -or to improve an opportunity of doing it to the ut- .

moft,. Nor'will they decline the moft hazardous un.
deftaking when they have gain in their view. They
are indeed very cununiag, malicious and deceitful ; all
their revenge is managed fecretly; and they can nct
only diffemble their malice, but feem patient even te
infenfibility, till they have a favourable opportunity to
flrike home. They apply themfelves afiduoufly to difs
cover the inclinations, humours, and tempers. of thefe
" they deal with, and will keep up 2 fair appearance of
friendthip to their greateft enemies.

Though there are not wanting among them xnftan-
ces of fair dealers, of open generous ufage to ftrangers,
and of fidelity not to be corrupted; yet the generality
of them will. make no fcruple of impofing upon you,
and are fo far from being athamed of it when dete&ted,
that they often laugh at thofe they have bubbled. In-
deed an European always runs.a great rifque of being
cheated if he trufts to his own judgment; and if he
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employs a Chinefe broker, as is often done, the broker
and merchant will fometimes combine to deceive him.
I myfelf, fays our author, once bought a piece of ftuff
for ‘waiftcoats and. breeches ; without looking over the
whole of it, imagining it-was all alike; and fent it to
my taylor; but was much furprifed on bis bringing
them home, to find my wailtcoats of different colours,
and different fubftances. A gentleman of my ac-
quaintance went into a goldfmith’s fhop, with an ine
tention to buy a gold head fos his cane; the goldfmith
bad none of the pattern he wanted, in that metal,
though he bad one of them in filver, but defired him
to call in a day or two, and he fhould have one. He
called, received the head, paid for it, and had it put on
bis cane. The gentleman, however, fince my arrival in
England, informed me that hisfuppofed gold head proves
to be filver one, and in all likelihood the fame he was’
fhown in the fhop, by which he had defired that the
gold one might be made. 'When I have been in the
merchant-thops, I have frequently had my handker-
chiefs, fans, and flaves ftolen from me; and when I
prefumed to demand them again, they would fall a
laughing at me, without giving me any fatisfaltion.
To ufe violence, I perceived, was in vain, and would
be.only making a bad affair worfe. I knew a poor
failor,-who pulled aut his purfe to count a few dollars
which he bad got that morniog from the purferat forty
per cent. in order to provide a little tea, &c. for his
homeward paffage. A Chinefe obferving him, fnatches
the purfe out of his hand, runs offy and the failor af-
ter bim. And though feveral Chinefe faw the robbe-
1y, yet not one of them offered td ftop.the thief, but,
on the contrary, fell a laughing at the Englitbman’s
fimplicity in pretending to recover it. At lalt the
Chinefe man, finding he was near overtaken, diopped
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the purfe; on which the poor tar ftopped to take it up;
but, to his great grief and mortification, he found only
one dollar left. Thus the poor failor was robbed of
his money. Had he overtaken the thief, it is more
than probable the mob would have refcued the villain,
and fent home the poor failor half dead with blows to
the faQory; for the mob are often fo infolent, that they
behave to ftrangers, as if there were neither law nor
government in the country; excepting when a Man-
darine paffes by, and then they are all huth, and ftand
afide with their eyes fixed on the ground.

There is no bedy to complain to on thefe occafions,
but the Englith linguiit, who always pretends that he
cannot find out the aggreflor; ot if he be {found, that
he denies the charge. By fuch trifling reafons, he e-
vades the trouble he ought to take, and would make
one believe that he is etther bribed, or receives a {haré
in the booty.

Though the thips of the Chinefe for the fea- fcrv:ce
are not comparable to thofe of Europe, and their fkill
in navigation is but mean; yet upon their rivers ot
canals thzy manage large veflels, as bigas thips, by a
few hands, with great dexterity: Of thefe veffels there
are not lefs than ten thoufand in the fouthern provin-
ces-equipped for the emperor’s fervice: They are flat.
bottomed, the head and ftern fquare, but the forepart
not quite fo broad as the ftern; they have 2. main-maft
and a fore-maft; the fore maft has a yard and a fquare
fail, but the fail of the main-maft is narrow a-top likea
floop’s fail: Their mafts are not pieced as ours, and fet
one on the top of the other, but are only ore fingle
treee.  Their fails are made of a thick mat ftrengthen-
ed with laths or fplit cane at about two feet diftance:
Upon the deck they build little rooms or ¢abins from
one end to the other, raifed about feven or cight feet
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bigh which are gilded both within and without, and
fo very commodious, that they make the longeft voy-

" age tolerable. The Mandarinés, or great officers, of-
ten travel together in this manner, and no where fpend
their hours more agreeably; for here they vifit one a-
nother without ceremony, and play and pafs away their
-time as if they were all of one family; which free-
doms are never taken by magiftrates on thore.

But notwithftanding the failing upon the rivers and
.canals js generally exceeding pleafant, there are feve-
ral rapid torrents on.which they fail. with the ut-
moft hazard. Le Compte tells us, he was once upon
{uch a ftream, when' the veffel was whirled round with
an incredible fwiftnefs for a confiderable time, and at
length dafthed upon a rock. That in the province of
Fokien, for eight or ten days fail the veflel is in con-
tinual danger of perifhings there are fo many cata:
ralls and rocky ftraights that it is hardly poffible for
the boat to pafs through without being dathed to pieces
on-one fide or other: Every day almoft fome veffel or
other is fhipwrecked in thefe torrents, but they have
often the good fortune to fplit near the fhores, and.the
paffengers arc faved; fometimes indeed the veflel is
dafhed to pieces, and the crew buried in 2 moment,
Le Compte fays, though he had failed upon the moft
tempeftuous feas, he thinks he never run fo many ha-
vards in ten years, as he did in ten days upon thefe
torrents: But all this danger it feems proceeds from
want of hands to manage their barks, for if inftead
of eight men they carried fifteen, all the violence of
the ftreams would not be able to carry them away, fo
dexterous are the Chinefe at femming the force of the
cufrent. But it is eommon in China, as well as other
parts of the world, to hazard men’s lives, and venture
lofing all their effe@s, rather ‘than ‘be at a trifiing
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charge more than they apglreltcnd to be abfolutcly ne-
ceflary.

Father Gemelli Careri obferves, that there is bardly
a city or village through the whole empire, cfpecially
in the fouthern pravinces, but enjoys the conveniency
of fome navigable river, lake, canal, or arm of the
fea; and that there are almoft as many people mpon
the water as upon the Jand; wherever there is.a town
upon the fhore, there is another of boats upon the wa-
ter; and fome ports are fo blocked up with veflels,
that it will take up feveral bours to get crofs them to

Jand. Thefe veflcls are made as commodious as houfes s -

and there are many boen, and live, and die in them
and they keep hogs, poultry, dogs, and other domeftic
animals on bcard, as if they were on {hore.

Befides thefe veflels, there are a prodigious number
of floats of timber perpetually going up and down the
rivers and canals, which carry whole villages of peo-
plc upon them. This timber is cut chiefly in the pro-
vince of Suchuen, which adjoins to India on the wefts
and thefe floats are fome of them a mile in length;
they rife two or three feet above the water, upon which
the people build little wooden huts, or cabbins, at e-
qual diftances, where they live till they have difpofed
of the timber on_which they are built: Thus great
quantities of it are conweyed as far as Peking, being
above three bundred leagues from the place whcre it

» is cut. :
Their thips which go to fea are deeper and mere ca-
pacious than thofe for the canals, but sheir mafts and
{iils are made much after the fame manner, and their
heads and fterns fquare, like the former. They have
fome two mafts, and others three, and their largett are
above a thoufand tun burden. -

All thips have frightful images of their gods, and
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have altars and lamps burning before them. The hold
of the fhip is divided into many fmall partitions,which
are made fo tight, that if they fpring a leak, only the
goods ftowed there will be damaged and it can go no
further. ,

Thefe fort of veflels are no good failors, though they
hold much more wind than ours, becaufe of the ftiff-
nefs of their fails, which do not yicld to the gale; yet
as they are not built in fo neat a manner, they lofe the
advantage they have over ours in this point.

‘They do not caulk their veflels with pitch and tar as
they do in Europe, but with a fort of particular gum,
which is fo good that a well or two made in the bottom
of the hold of the veffel is fufficient to keep it dry;
hitherto they have had no knowledge of a pump.

Their anchors are not made of i iron, like ours, but
of a hard and heavy wood, which on that account they
call Tie mou, that is to fay, Iron-Wood; they pretend
that ‘thefe anchors are much more ferviceable than °
thofe of iron, becaufe, f2y they, thefe are apt to bend,
which thofe of the wood they ufe never dp; howeven,

they moft commonly tip the two ends of them with
iron.

.(go;(ooio) '
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SFLSE S RIS RS PR AOE RS H NS

Of the ACRICULTURE end GARDENING of the
CHINESE.

YN fo large an empire as this we ought not to be fur¢

prifed that the nature of the foil is not every where
the fame, it differing according as you are nearer or
farther from- the fouth; but fuch is the induftry of the
hufbandmen, and fo inured are they to labour, that
there is not one province which is not very fruitful
and fcarce none but what will yield fubfiftence for an
inconceivable number of inhabitants. :

Befides the goodnefs of the land, it is interfperfed
with a prodigious number of canals, which greatly con-
tribute to its fertility; and though there are gathered
fo many different forts of grain, that great quantities
are ufed for making wine and firong waters, yet when
they are afraid of any place becoming barren, the:Man-
darines prohibit the making of thofe liquors for a time.
Agriculture is in great efteem, and the huibandmen,
whofe profefion is regarded as the moft neceffary for
a ftate, are not of the meaneft rank, having large pri-
vileges granted to them, and being preferred to me-
chanics and merchants. ,

This country, like all others, has its plains and its |
mountains, and all the plains are cultivated; but nei-
ther hedge nor ditch is to be feen, and but few trees,
fo much are they afraid of lofihg an inch of ground.

Provinces which lie to the north and weft produce
_bread-corn, barley, feveral kinds of millet, tobacco,
peafethat arealways green, black and yellow peafe which
ferve inftead of oats for horfes; they likewife preduce
rice, but in lefs quantities, and in feveral places where
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the carth is dry it muft be owned the rice is harder,
and requires more boiling, thofe of the fouth produce
great quanutnes of rice, becaule the land lies low, and
the country is foll of water.

In the provinces where the plains are mingled with
hills and mountains, fome of them muft needs be bar-
ren, but the greateft part have good foil, and they cul.
tivate them to the very edge of the precipices. '

It isa very agreeable hight to behold in fome places
plains of the extent of three or four leagues, furroune
ded with hills and mountains cut into terrafles from
the bottom to the-top; the terraffes rife one above ane
other, fometimes to the number of twenty or thirty, e»
very onc being three or four feet high. -

Thefe mountains are not generally rocky, as they ard
in Europe, the foil being light, porous, and eafy to be
cut, and fo deep in feveral provinces, that one may
dig three or four feet deep before the rock appears.

‘When the mountains are rocky, the Chinefe loofen

the ftones, and make little walls of them to fupport
the terraffes, then level the goed foil, and fow it with
grain.
. The hufbandmen divide into plots that which is of
the fame level, and that which has great inequalitics
fs feparatéd into ftories in the form of an amphitheatre;
and as the rice will not flourith witheut water, they .
make refervoirs at proper diftances to catch the raine-
water, and that which defcends from the mountains,
that they may diftribute it equally among all the plan.
tations of rice; never complaining of the pains and
labour they take, either in guiding the water, accord.
ing to its natural bent; from the refervoirs above to
the plots below, or in caufing ‘them to afcend from
the reférvoirs below, from ftory to ftory, even to the
higheft.
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They make ufe to this purpofe of hydraulic engines,
of a very fimple kind, to convey the water from place
to place, that the earth may be conflantly watered, in-
fomuch that the hufbandman is almoft eertain to-find
a harveft proportiomble to his induftry and. labour;
the traveller likewife receives a great deal of pleafure
in paffing through thefe delightful fields and valleys,
wherein the fcenes are agreeably diverfified by the dif~
ferent difpefition of the mountains that furround them,
and finds him(elf every hour pleafingly furprifed by z
new landfkip that perpetually appears in view in & con-
flant fucceffion of verdant amphitheatres, which he
difcovers one after another in his journey.

This fort of engine which they make ufe of s very

§mple, both with refpet to its make and the manner
of playing it; it is compofed of a chain made of wood,
Jike a large ring, which confifts of a valt number of
little pieces of board or'trenchers of fix or feven inches
fquate, ftrung through the middle, and placed at equal
diftances parallel to each other; this ehain islaid in 2
wooden trough made of tbree planks, in fuch a man-
ner that the lower part of the ring lics at the bottom
of the trough, and fills it exatly, and the upper part,
which is parallel to it, is clofe to a plank laid on the
open part of the trough; the lower part of the ring
paffes round a moveable cylinder, whofe axle-tree
is laid upon the two fides of the lower end of the
trough; the other end of the ring, that is to fay, that
above, is ‘fupported by a kind of drum, with little
boards fixed to it in fuch a manner that they fuit ex-
altly with the boards of the chain; this drum, being
turned about by a power applied to its axle-tree, caufes
the. chain to turn, and at the upper part of the trough,
by which the drum is fupported, is fixed at the fime
height as the water is to be brought, and the inferior
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part is planged into the water that is to be raifed, it
is neceflary that the inferior part of the chain, which
exally fills the tube or trough, in afcending through
the tube carries with it all the water which is be-
tween each board, that is as much as the tube can
contain, in a continual ftrcam to the placé where it is
defigned, as {ong as the machine is in motion'; mean
while thé upper part of the chain defcends gradually
along the plank which fupports it: thefe two motions
joined together make all the fecret of the machine: It
is put in motion three different ways, in the following

" ‘manner:

Firft, with the hand, either with one or two wind- -
Iefles fixed immediately to the ends of the axle-tree or
the drum.

Seccondly, with the feet, by means of certain large
wooden pegs, ftanding out about half a foot round
the axle-tree of the drum; thefe pegs have large long-
-ifh heads, round on the outfide, that is to fay, of a
proper fhape to tread upon with npaked feet; infomuch
that feveral men, according to the number of the rows
of the pegs, cither ftanding or fitting, may eafily put
the engine in motion with very little trouble, holding
an umbrella in one hand and a fan in the other, and
fo fends a continual ftream to the thirfly Jand.

Thirdly, by the afliftance of a buffaloe, or fome o-
ther animal, who is made faRt to a great wheel about
four yards in diameter, placed horizontally; in the cir-
-cumference of which are fixed a great number of
or teeth, which tally exaltly with teeth of the fame
-fort fixed round the axle-tree of the drum, by which
mieans the largeft machine is turned about with eafe,
' When a canal is to be cleanfed, which frequently
happens, it is divided at convenient diftances by dams,
and every neighbouring town has a proper fhare al-
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lotted to ity and then immediately appear feveral com-
panies of peafants, with engines like that I have de-
fcribed, which they make ufe of for raifing the water
out of the canal into the ficlds; and as the banks .are
very high, they place three engines pue above another,
fo that the water is conveyed from one to the other,
This labour, though long and painful, is foon ended,
by reafon of the number of hands that are employed
thereia.

In the pravinces of Peking, Xanfi, Xeafi and Su-
chuon, which lic towards the weR and north, they fow
wheat, barley, and peafe; Huquam, Nanking and
Chickizra, which are low watry céuatries, abound in
rice. .

The foil of thexr ground is fo light that they plow
with a fingle buffaloe or heifer; after they have plow-
ed, they clean the ground of all weeds; and if the ficld
be defigned for rice, they let in the water.and moiften
the earth till it become a perfe@ pulp or hotch-potch.
They fow their rice ficft in little beds or plots, where
it comes up fo thick that it would never yield, there-
fore they tranfplant it after it is fix or eight inches high,
and plant their. ficlds in firaight Jines, 28 our garden-
ers do their beans, leaving little fpaces between. They
continually fupply thefe fields with water, in which
the rich grows till it is almoft ripe; and then the wa-
ter being dricd up, they cut and threth it out, often in
.the ficlds where it grows. The rice has an ear the
:moft like bearded barley of any European grain, and
grows ufually four fect, fometimes two yards high.

They prepare their ground for wheat and barley by
~ grubbing up the grafs and roots, and burning all toge-
“ther with firaw; then having fifted this earth fine, they
.mix and fow it with feed in a ftraight line in trench-
es, and not promifcuoufly as our huibandmen do, .
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In order to make the rice grow the better they are
careful, in certain places where they fow, to bury balls
of hogs-hair, or any other fort of hair, which, accord-
ing to them, gives firength and vigour to the land, and
makes the rice better; thofe whofe bufinefs it is to
fhave the head are very careful in faving the hair, till
the inhabitants of thefe parts come to purchafe it for
about a halfpenny a pound, conveying it away in
bags, and you may often fee barks loaded with nothing

elfe.

When the p]ant begins to ear, if the land be water-
ed with fpring-water, they mix quick lime with it, pre.
tending that it kills worms and infects, deftroys weeds,
and gives a warmth to the ground 'very much tending.
to make it fruitful.

The Chinefe have no meadows, natural nor artifici-
al, and have not the leaft conception of fallowing, ne.
ver permitting their lands to lie the fmalleft time fal-
low. Their hutbandmen would confider meadows, of
every denomination, as lands in a tate of nature; they
fow their lands all with grain, and give the preference
to fuch grounds as we generally lay out in meadows, |

" which, lying low, and being properly fituated with re-
fpedt to water, are¢ confequently the moft fertile. They
affirm, that a field fown with grain will yitld as much
ftraw for the nourithment of cattle, as it would have
predaced of hay, befides the additional advantage of
the grain for the maintenance of man, of which they
can f{pare too in plentiful feafons, a fmall portion for the
animal creation.

Such is the fyftem adhered'to from one end of the
empire to the other, and confirmed by the experience
of four thoufand years, amongft a people the moft at-
tentivé to their intereft of any nation in the univerfe.

A Chinefe farmer eould not but laugh, if you told
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him, that the earth ought to reft at a certain, fixed
period of time. All their grounds, even in the nor-
thern provinces, yield every year two crops, and in
thofc towards the fouth often five in two years, with-
out one fingle fallow feafon, during the many thou-
fands of years that they have been converted to the pur-
pofes of agriculture.

The Chinefe ufe the fame manures as we do, in or-
der to reftore thofe f3lts and juices to their grounds,
which an unintermitting produ&ion is continually
confuming. They know nothing about marl, but make
ufe of common falt, lime, afhes, and all forts of ani-
mal dung, but above all that which we throw into our
rivers: They make great ufe of urine, which is care-
fully prelerved in every houfe, and fold to advantage:
In fhort, every thing produced by the earth is convey-
ed to it again with the greateft care, into whatever
fhape the operations of nature and art may have tranf-
formed it.

'When their manures are at any time fcarce, they
fupply the deficiency, by turning up the ground with
the fpade to a great depth, which brings up_to the fur-
face of the field a new foil, rich with the j juices of that
which defcends in its room.

‘Without meadows the Chinefe maintaina great num-
ber of horfes, buffaloes, and other animals of every
kind neceflary for labour, for fuftenance, and for ma-
nure. Thefe animals are fed fome with ftraw, others
with roots, beans, and grain of every kind. It is true,
they have fewer horfes and horned catttle, in propor-
tion, than we we have, ‘yet it is not neceffary that they
fhould have more. ,

The continual labour and pains of thefe poor people
are fometimes rendered ineffeCtual, by the great num-
ber of locuits that deftroy the fruits of the earth; it is
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a dreadful plague, if we may judge of it from a Chi--
nefe author: * ‘One fees fuch prodigious multitudes of
- ¢¢ them, fays he, that they cover all the fky, and are
$¢ fo clofe, that their wings feem to touch each other;
¢ their number is fo great, that in lifting up your eyes
% you would imagine you faw over your head high
¢ green mountains, and the noife they make in flying
¢¢ is like the beating of a drum.”

The fame author obferves, that this incredible quan-
tity of locufts does not appear but when great floods
are followed by a very dry year; for it is his opinion,
that the fpawn of the fith being left upon the ground,
and afterwards hatched by the heat of the fun, produce
this vaft multitude of infe&s, that in a fhort time de-
ftroy the hopes of a plentiful crop.

This empire was eftablithed by hufbandmen, in thofe
happy times, when the laws of the great Creator were
ftill held in remembrance; and the cuiture of the earth
regarded as the giandeft of all employments, the moft
worthy of mankind, and the chief trade of all. From
Fou hi, even to this day, all the emperors, without
excepting one, glory in being the firft hufbandmen of
their realm, .

The Chinefe hiftorians have carefully preferved an
anecdote of generofity in two of. their ancient empe-
rors, who, not obferving among their children any one
worthy of mounting a threne, which virtue alone ought
to inherit, named two fimple hufbandmen to fucceed
them. Thefe hufbandmen, accordmg to the Chinefe
annals, advanced the happinefs of mankind during ve-
ry long reigns; their memory is ftill remembered with
veneration.

Agriculture is honoured, proteéted, and praltifed
by the emperor, and the great magiftrates, who for the
moft part are the fons of fimple hutbandmen, whom

Vor. L. K
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merit has raifed to the firft dlgnmcs of ‘the empxre;
and, in fhort, by the whole nation, who have the good
fenfe to hondur an art the moft ufeful to man, in pre-
ference to others more frivolous, and lefs important.
. On the fiftcenth day of the firlt moon, in every
year, which generally correfponds to the beginning of
March, the emperor in perfon porfon ms the ceremony
of opening the groundé. This prince in great pomp,
marches to the field appointed for the ceremony: the
princes of theimperial family, the prefidents of the five
great tribunals, and a vaft mumber of Mandarines ac+
eompany him. Two fides of the field are occupied
by the emperor’s officers, and guards; the third is al-
Jotted for the hufbandmen of the province, who repair
thither to behold their art honoured, and pra&ifed by
the chief of their empire; the fourth is referved for the
Mandarines. \
The emperor enters the field alone, Ties down, and
nine times knocks his head againft the ground, in ado-
ration of Tien, the God of heaven; he pronounces,
with a loud voice, a prayer appointed by the tribunal of
sites, invoking the blefling. of the almighty Sovereign
on his labour, and on the labour of his people, who
form his family: he then, in. quality of fovereign pon-
tiff of the empire, facrifices a bullock, which he of:
fers up.to hieaven, as the origin of all happinefs; while
_they cut the vitim in pieces, and place tlpcm on the
altdr, they bnng to the emperot a 'plough, in which
are yoked a pair of bullocks, magnificently adorned.
The émperor then, laying afide. his royal rebes, takes
hold obthe handle of the plough, and turns up feveral
furrows the wbole length of the field; then, with 2
complaifant air, havmg delivered the plough to-the
Mandarines, they fucce{ﬁvely follow his example,
emulating onc another in performing this honourable
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Jabour with the greateft dexterity. The ceremony enda
with diftributing money, and pieces-of ftuff, among
the hufbandmen there prefent: the moft a&ive of
whom finifh the remaining labour, before the cmpcror,
with great nimblenefs and addrefs.

Some time after, when they have fuﬂicncntly Jabour-
ed and manured their lands, the emperor repairs againg
im proceflion, and begins the fowing of the ficlds, al-
ways accompanied with ceremony, and attended by the
huandmen of the province. ‘

The fame ceremonies are performed on the famc
days, in all the provinces of the emplrc,, by the vices
rays, affifted by all the magiftrates of their departments,
in prefence of a large number of hufbandmen, of thei#
refpe&tive provinces. I have feen this opening of the
grounds at Canton, and never remember to have ob~
ferved any of the ceremonies invented by men with
half the delight and content with which I beheld thiss

The Chinefe- agriculture has likewife other encou-
ragements. Every year the viceroys of the provinces
fend the names of fuch hufbandmen as have particu~
larly diftinguifhed themfelvesin their employments, €i-
ther by cultivating grounds which-had till that time
been looked upon as barren, or, by a fuperior cul-
ture, improving the produ&ion of fuch lands as for-
‘merly had bore grain, to court: Thefe names are pre-
fented to the emperor, who confers on them honoura-
ble titles, to diftinguith them above their fellow huf-
bandmen. If any man has made-an ufeful difcovery,
which may influence the improvement of agriculture,
or thould he,in any manner, deferve more diflinguifked
matks of refpe& than the reft, the emperor invites him-
to Peking, defraying his journey, with dignity, at the
expence of the empire; he receives him into his pa-

Jace, queftions him with refpect to his abilities, his
K2
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age, how many children he has, the extent and quafi-
ty of hislands; then difmififes him to his plough, dif-
tinguifhed by honourable titles, and loaded with bene-
fits and favours.

The Chinefe afcribe the invention of the plough,
and feveral inftruments of agriculture, and the proper
method of fowing wheat, rice, barley, and other grains,
to fome of their emperors ; ard books have been writ-
ten by their princes upon the fubjeét of tillage, the na-
ture of different foils, and the manure proper for each,

which ferve as' direCions to the huftbandmen at this

day.

The gardcns of the Chinefe are gcnemlly very fmall.
Nature is their-plan, and their aim is to imitate her
in all her delightful irregularities. Their firft confi-
deration is the form of the grouad, whether it be flat,
floping, billy, or mountainous, extenfive, or of fmall
compafs, or a dry or marfhy nature, abounding with
rivers and {prings, or liable to a fcarcity of water; to
all which circumftances they carefully attend, chufing
fuch difpofitions as humour the ground, can be execut-
ed with the leaft expence, hide its defeis, and fet its
advantages in the moft corfpicuous light.

The Chinefe not being great lovers of walkmg, we
feldom meet with avenues or fpacious walks, as in our
European plantations. . 'The whole ground is laid out
Jn a variety of fcenes, and you are led, by winding
paflages cut in the groves, to the different points of
view, each of which is marked by a feat, a building,
or fome other object.

The perfechion of their gardens confifts in the num-

ber, beauty; and diverfity of thefe fcenes. The Chi- |

nefe gardeners, like the European painters, colleét
from nature the moft pleafing obje&ts, which they . en-
vour to combine in fuch a manner, as not only to
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sppear tothe beft advantage feparately, but likewife to ..
.unite in formingan elegant and ftriking whole.

*  Their artis dn(hnguxfh three different {pecies of
fcenes, to which they give the appellations of pleafing,
horrid, and enchanted. 'Fheir enchanted fcenes an=~
fwer,. in a great meafure, to what we call romantic,
and in thefe they make ufe of feveral artifices to exe
cite furprize. Sometimes they make a rapid ftream,
‘or torrent, pafs under ground, the turbulent noife of

" which ftrikes the ear of the new comer, who is at a
lofs to know from:whence it proceeds, - At other
simes they. di{pofe the rocks,. buildings, and other ob-
jects that form the eompofition in {ach a manner, as
that the wind paﬂ'mg through. the different interftices
and cavities, made in them for that purpofe, caufes
ftrange and uncommon founds. They introduce into

. thefe fcenes all kinds of extraordinary trees, plantsand

-lowérs, form artificial and complicated echoes, and let

-Joofe different forts of monftrous birds and animals.

1o their fcenes of horror, they introduce impending

-yocks, dark caverns, and impetuous cataralts ruthing
down the mountains from all fides; the trees are ill-
formed, and feemingly torn to pieces by the violence
-of tempefts; fome are thrown down, and intercept the
courfe of the torrents, appearing as if they had been
brought down by the fury. of the waters; others loak

-as if {Hattered and blafted by the force of lightening;
the buildings are fome in ruins, others half confumed

- by fire, and fome miferable huts difperfed in the moun-’

-tains ferve, at once, to indicate the exiftence and wret=

:chednefs of the inhabitants. Thefe fcenes are gene-

-rally fucceeded by pleafing ones. The Chinefe artifts,
knowing hew powerfully contraft opetates on the mind,
conflantly pralife fudden tranfitions, and a ftriking op-
pofition of forms, colours, and fhades. Thus they

K3
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- eondut you from limited profpe@s to extenfive viewss
from ob;e&s of horror tofcenes of t; fromlakes
and rivers, to plains, hills, and ; to dark .and
gloomy colours they oppofe fuch as-ire brilliant, and

. 40 complicated forms fimple ones; diftributing by a ja-
dicious arrangement, the different mafles of light and
fhade, in fuch a manner as to render the compofition
at once diftin& in its parts, and ftriking in the whele.

When the ground is extenfive, and a multiplicity
of fcenes are to be introduced, they generally adapt
each to one fingle point of view: But where it is li-
amited, and affords no room for variety, they ondea-
your to remedy this defe@, by difpofing the obje@s
do, that being viewed from different points, they pro~
duce diffcrent reprefentations; and fometimes by an
artful difpofition, fiich.as have no refemblance to mh
«atber.-

In their large gardens they contrive diffesent feenes
for morning, nooa and evening; ere&ling at the pso-

__per.points of view, buildings adapted to the recreati-
ons of cach particular time-of the day: and in shek
fmall ones (where, as has been obferved, ene arrange«
ment produces many reprefentations) - they difpofe in

.the fame manaer, at the feveral points of view, build-
ings, which, from their ufe point out.the time of day

.for enjoying the fcene in its perfeGion.

As the climate of China is exceeding hot, thcy cm-
ploy a great deal of water in their gardens. In the

-fmall ones, if the fituation admits, they frequently

- Jay almoft the whole ground under water; leaving oni-

-1y fome. iflands and rocks: And in their large ones

.they introduce extenfive lakes, rivers, and canals. The
banks of their lakes and rivers are variegated in imi-
tation of nature; being fometimes bare and gravelly,

‘fometimes adorned with woods to the waterls edge
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Ia fome places flat and cavered with flowers and thrubs,
in others rocky, and formirg caverns into which past
of the waters difcharge themfelves with noife and vie-
lence. Sometimes you fee meadows covered with cat-
tle, or rice grounds that run out into lakes, leaving
between them paffages for veffels; and fometimes
groves, into which enter, in different parts, ctepks
and rivulets, fufficiently deep to admit boats; their
banks being planted with trees,whofe fpreading branch-
es in fome places form arbours, upder which the boats
pafs. Thefe generally condu&t to fome very interefl-
ing obje@; fuch as a magnificent building; places an
the top of a-mopntain cut into terrafles; a cafine fi-
tuated in the midft of a lake; a cafcade, a grotto cut -

. into 4 variety of apartments; an artificial rock; and

snany ether fuch inveatians.

Their rivers are {eldom fraight, byt ferpenting, and
broken into many irregular points; fometimes they
are narrew, noify, and rapid at other times, deep,
beoad, and flow. Both in their rivers and lakes ars
feen rceds, with other aquatic plants and flowers; par-
tieularly the Lyen hoa, of which they are very fond.
They frequently ere&t mills, and other hydraulic ma-

. chines, the motions of which enliven the fcene. They
- have alfo a great number of veflels of different forms
and fizes. In their lakes they interfperfe iflands;
fome of them barren, and furrounded with rocks and
fhoals; others enriched with every thing that art and
nature can furnith moft perfe@. They likewife form
artificial rocks; and in eompofitions of this kind the
Chinefe furpafs all other nations. The making them,
is a diftin@ profeffion: And ther; 3re st Canton, and
probably in' mioft other cities of China, numbers of
artificers conflantly employed in this bufinefs. The
ftone they are made of ooEeb from the fouthern goafts
4
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of China: It is.of a blueith caft, and worn into if-

regular forms by the a&ion of the waves. The Chi-

_ nefe are exceeding nice in the choice of this ftone, in-
fomuch that I have feen feveral tael given for a bit no
bigger than a man’s fift, when it happened to be of a
-beautiful form and lively colour. But_thefe fele&t
pieces they ufe in landfkips for their apartments; in
gardens they employ a cearfer fort, which they join
with a blueith cement, and form rocks of a confider-
able fize. I have feen fome of thefe exquifitely fine,
and fuch as difcovered an uncommon elegance of tafte
in the contriver, When they are large they make in
them caves and grottos, with openings, through which
you difcover diftant profpefts. They cover them in
different places with trees, thrubs, briars, and mofs;
placing on their tops little temples, or other build-

"ings, to which you afcend by rugged and irregular
fteps cut in the rock.

‘When there is a fuﬂicnent fupply of water, and pro-
per ground, the Chinefe never fail to form cafcades in
their gardens. They avoid all regularity in thefe works,
obferving nature according to her operations in that

" mountainous country. The waters burft out from a-
mong the caverns and windings of the rocks. In fome
places a large and impetuous catara& appears; in o-

. thers are feen many leffer falls, Sometimes the view
of the cafcade is intercepted by trees, whofe leaves and
branches only leave room to difcover the waters,in fome
places, as they fall down the fide -of the mountain,
They frequently throw rough wooden bridges from
one rock to another, over the fteepeft part of the cata-
ra&; and often intercept its paffage by trees and heaps
of fones, that feem to be brought down by the violence
of the torrent.

In their plantatlons tbcy vary the forms and colours
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ef their trees,‘mixing fuch as have large and fpreading
branches with thofe of pyramidal figures, and dark
greens with brighter, interfperfing among them fuch

- as produce flowers, of which they have fome that flou-
- rifh a great part of the year. The weeping willow is

one of their favourite trees, and always among thofe

- that border their lakes and rivers, béing fo planted as to

have its branches hanging over the water. They like-

- wife introduce trunks of decayed trees, fometimes ¢-

redt, and at other times lying on the ground, being
very nice about their forms, and the colour of the

- bark and mofs on them..

" Various are the artifices they employ. to furprize.
Sometimes they lead you through caverns and gloomy
paflages, at the'iffue of which you-are, on a fudden,
firuck with the view of a deliciods landikip, enriched
with every thing that luxuriant nature ‘affords mof
beautiful. At other times ysu are conducted through

-avenues and walks, tbat gradually diminith and grow
_rugged, till the paffage. is at length entirely intercept-

:¢d, and rendered impra&ticable, by. buthes, briars,and

:ftones; when unexpeétedly a rich and extenfive pro~

fpe&t opens to view, fo much. the more pleafing, asit
-was the lefs-looked for..

Another of their artifices-is te Hide fome part of
a compofition by trees, . or other intermediate objeéts.
This naturally excites the curiofity of the fpeQtator to
take a nearer view; when he is furprized by fome ‘une
expeited {cene, orfome. reprefentation totally. oppofite
to the thing he looked for. The termination of their
lakes they always hide, leaving room"for the imagina- -
tion to work; and the fame rule they obferve in other
compofitions, wherever it can be put in pralice. '

Though the Chinefe are not wetl,verfed in optics,
yet cxpcucncc has taught them that ob"c&s appear lefs.

K 2,
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in fize, and grow dim, in proportion as they are mor:
removed from the eye of the fpeftator. Thefe difco- |
veries have given rife to an artifice, which they fome-
times put in pra&tice. It is the forming projeéts in
perfpetive,- by introducing buildings, veflels, and o-
ther obje&s, leflened according asthey are more di-
- flant from the point in view; and that the deception |
--may be ftill more firiking, they give a greyifh tinge
- 20 the diftant parts of the compofitiont, and plant in the
- remoter parts of thefe feenes trees of a fainter colour,
.and fmaller growth, than thofe that appear in the front,
or fore-ground; by thefe means rendering what in rea-
ity is trifling and limited, great and confiderable in
appearance. :

The Chinefe generally avoid ftraight lines; yet they
‘do not abfplutely reject them. They fometimes make
-:avenues, when they have any interefting obje& to ex-
pofe to view. Roads they always make flraight, unlefs
the unevennefs of the ground, -or other impediments,
afford at leaft a pretext for doing otherwife. Where
the ground is entirely level, they look upon it a3 am
abfprdity to make a ferpentine road; for they fay, that
it muft either be made by art, or worn by the con-
flant paflage of travellers: In either of whick cafes it
is not natural to fuppofe men would chufe a' croeked
line, when they might go by a ftraight one.

‘What the European gardeners call clumps, the Chi-
nefe are not unacquainted with; but they make not
fuch frequent ufe of them as we do. They never fill
a whole piece of ground with clumps; they confider
a plantation as painters do a pi&ture, and groupe their
trees in the fame manner as thefe do their figures, have
ing their principal and-fubfervient mafles. ~

- The Chinefe mauner of laying out grounds is vaftly
dificult, and ‘r'bt 10 be attained by peifons of parrow

1
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jatelledtss for though the precepts are fimple and ob-
vious, yet it requires genius, judgment, and experi
ence, a ftrong imagination, and a perfet knowledge
of the human mind, to put them in exceution: This
method being fixed to no certain rule, but liable to as
many variations as there are different arrangements of
things in the world. :

¢v¢‘ SIEE LI ILCIEIISELS
O the Tress, Snnvas, and PLaxTs of the
CHINESE.

‘W‘ ERE the Chinefe as careful in éhltiv‘atihg

~ their fruit trees, as we generally are in Eu-
r¥ope, they would- have abundanee of all kinds, the ons
Iy difference would be the want of variety of each di-
fin& fort; as for inftance, they have but three or four .
kinds of apples, feven or eight of pears, as many of -
peaches, and none of cherries but what are very in»
different. ,

But what makes amends for this defett is, that they
have feveral excellent fruits to which we are ftrangers;
particularly one which they call Tfe tfe, and the Por-
‘tuguefe, figs, becaufe when it is dried it becomes mealy.
and fweet like a fig. The trees on whieh they grow,,
when grafted become very charming to the eye; they
are as tall, and fpread about 2s much as a middle-fiz.
<d walnut-tree: The leaves are large, and of a lively
green, which cbangc in the autumn to an agreeable
red. The fruit is about,the bxgneﬂ of a handfome
apple; and their colour, when npe, is of a bright
yellow

. In-the fouttiern provmces there grow other fruite,
which are ftill-in greater. efteem. amony the nativesy



1

~N

,‘azt THE CHINESE TRAVELLER.

for, befides oranges of feveral forts, lemons, citrons,

which were many years ago brought into Europe, we.

meet with two leveral kinds.which are unknown a-

mong us. ‘That which they call Li tchi is about the.

fize of a date. The ftone is equally long and hard,
it is covered with a foft pulp full of moifture, and
of an excellant tafte: when dried, it lofes a great part
of its fine flavour, and becomes black and wrinkled
like our ordinary prunes. The rind outwardly re-

fembles fhagreen, but it is fmooth within; the figure
~ is nearly oval.

The other kind has the name of Long yen, that is
to fay, the dragon’s eye; the thape is round, the rind
yellowilh, the pulp white, moift, and inclinable to the
acid. " Itis prctcnded that this is not fo agreeable as
the former, but it is more wholefome, for it never oc-
“cafions any diforder.

The Yeou and Quang lau are ordinary fruits,‘ and
‘not worth infifting on in particular. ‘However, the way
of gathering the latter, which are a kind of olive, is
worthy obfervation. Before they are quite ripe, and

yet arc in a condition proper for eating, inftead of beat- -

ing them down wjth long poles, which is the cuftom

" in other places, they make a hole in the body of the

tree, in which they put falt, and then flop it up; by
this means, in a few days time, the olives fall from the
tree of themfelves.

Among other trees, there are two which ought not
to be omitted, for befides their fingularity, they are
ufeful at meals. The one produces a kind of pepper,
called Hao tfiao; it is the rind of a berry as big as a
pea; the kernel is too hot and biting to be made ufe
of;; the colour of it is gray mingled with ftreaks of red.

* It is not fo pungent nor agreeable to the tafte as pepe

per, and confequently is only ufed by the meaner peo-
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ple. The plant that produces it i fome places is a thick
buth; in others atree of moderate height.

The other tree produces peafe. The fhape, colour,
thell and tafte are extremely like our ordinary peafe.
This tree is common enough in feveral provinces, and
for tallnefs, fpreading branches and thicknefs, gives.
plzce to very few.

" But among trees which claim the attention of thé
public, and which are moft likely to raife the envy of
the Europeans, are the four that follow.

The firft is the varnifh-tree {Th chu.] Its fize is:
very mean, its bark whitifh, its leaf refembles that of
the wild cherryotree The gum, which diftils drop
by drop, is like the tears of the turpentine-tree. It
_yiclds a greater quantity of liquorif an incifion be
" made in it; but then it foon deftroys the tece.

This varnifh is conftantly ufed, and greatly efteem=
ed by the artificers; it takes all colours alike, and if it
be well managed neither lofes its luftre by the changes:
of the air, nor the age of the wood to wluch it is ap-
plied.

The fecond tree is Tong chu, from wh:ch a lxquor
is gained not much differing from varnifh. It refembles
a walnut tree fo nearly, that many have been deceived
by it. The nut'is full of a thickifh oil mixed withan
oily pulp, which they take care to fqueeze, otherwife
they would lofe a great part of the liquor. This, as
well ag the varnith, is fuppofed to have a poifonous
quality. To-make it fit for ufe, they boil it with li«
tharge, and may mix it with any cclour at pleafure. It
is often ufcd of itfelf to varnifh wood, which preferves
it from the bad effe€s of rain; asalfo to.give a luftre
to the floors of the empero.’s apartments, and thofe of
the grandees. :

The third remarkable tree is the Tallow-Tree. It
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is a8 high as a-large cherry-tree; the fruit is cone
tained in a rind, which, when ripe, opens in-the
‘middle. like a chefnut: It confifts of white kernels
of the fize.of a-hazel nut, whofe pulp has the pros
perties of tallow, and of which enndlcs are accordmg-
Iy made.

The fourth is the mo& uncommon-of allj. it:is cale
led Pe Ja chu, that is, the white-wax-tree. It is:not
fo tall as the tallaw-tree, from which it alfo differs in
the colour of the bark, which is whitith, and in the
thape of the leaves, which are longer than they.are
broad.: A little kind of worm fixes itfelf ta the leaves,
and forms a fort of comb much {maller than a hemney~
comb. The wax of this is very hard and fhining, and
of far greater value than their common bees wax.

The waod called fantal or fanders is another produer
tion of China, as- well as of the kingdom of Siam.
There are three forts of fanders, white, yellow, and
red, which are all produced by trees of the fame kind,
their different colaurs being fuppofed to arife from the
difference of -climates where they grow, or from the
different parts of -the tree from whence they are taken.
According to many, the cortical part is the white fans
ders, and the medulary part the yellow fanders; but
,Garcias fays shey are had from two different trees, thot
fo much alike that they cannot be diftinguifhed exceps
- by the natives. This, hawever, we are better aflured
of, that the tree producing yellow fanders grows as high
as our walnut trees, bearing leaves refembling thofe of
the Ientitk, bluith flowers, and :fruit like a cherry,
green at firft, but blackening as it ripens, and of a fain+
tith tafte. The white fanders is the paler marrow of
the fame tree, which has not fuch a fragrant fmei] nos
aromatic tafte as the yellow fandeérs; and ' is therefore
kfs efteemed. The red is the heart of another fpetics
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of this tree, very folid and ponderous,. but lefs odori-
ferous than either of the former. They are all reckon-
‘ed refrigerating, dryimg, znd cordial; and the red is
pretty aftringent.

There is another tree which bears’a fruit from whick

_is drawn ‘an excellent oil. This tree has fome diftant
refemblance to the tea fhrub, with refpe to the fliape
of the leaf, and the colour of the wood; but greatly
exceeds it in height and thicknefs, The berries, which
are green, and of an irregular figure, contain feveral
‘kernals.
~ The cotton fhrub is one of the moft ufeful in all Chi-
na; on the fame day that the hufbandmen get in their
harveft they fow cotton in the fame field, doing nothing
«elfe but raking the earth over the feeds.

When the earth is moiftened with rain or dew, there
foon grows up a fhrub about two feet high, the flow-
ers of which appear at the beginning or towards the
middle of Auguft; they are generally yellow, but
fometimes red. To this flower a fmall button fue-
ceeds, growing in the thape of a pod of the bignefs of
a nut.

The forticth day after the appearance of the ﬂower
the pod opens " of itfelf, and dmdmg into three parts
difcovers three or four wrappings of cotton, extremely
white, ‘and of the fame figure as the cod of a filk-
worm; they are faftened to the bottom of the open
pad, and contain feeds for the following year: It is
then time to get in the ¢rop, but in fair weather they -
leave the fruit expofed to the fun two or three days,
which fwelling by~ the heat makes the profits the
‘greater.

As all the fibres of the cotton are ftrongly faﬂened
to the feeds that they enclofe, thcy make ufe of 3 fort
of an engidc 10 feparate them; it contains two very
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fmooth rowlers, one of wood and the other of iron 2
bout a foot long, and an inch thick; they are fo clofe
to onc another that there is no fpace left between;

{ while one hand gives motion to the firft of thofe row~
lcrs, and the foot to the fecond, the ether hand applies
the cotton, which loofenmg by the motion pafles on
onc fide of the engine, while the naked fced remains-
on the other.

China produces great quantities of ginger, which
- grows wild in many places mear the fea; but this is not

. near fo good as that which is cultivated. There are
two kinds of this root, nrale and female: the female:
‘has the fmaller leaf, and the root js not fo large as the
other: Its leaf is like that of a reed, and not eafily di-
ftinguifhed from it} the root is dug up about midfum-
mer, when the leaf begins to fall; when it is freth'and’
moift it is not near fo hot as when it is dried. It is
-a very pleafant fweetmeat preferved green, and much
caten in this country. It is reckoned very good im-
many diftempers, particularly the cholie and flux.

Sugar-canes grow in great abundance in this coun~
try, they are found chiefly in marfhy grounds, and
bave leaves like-reeds, they are about three fingers
thick, and full of knots, and thoot up fix or feven feet
high.

There is ancther fmall reed or cane which. grows
upon the mountains in China,. called a Rattan or Ja-
pan cane; when dry it is faid they will produce fire
if ftruck againft one another, and that they are ufed in
fome places inftead of flints. Thefe rattans are very
.tough, and being twifted together they make cordage
of them. The Javans and fapanefe make cables of
them, which will not rot {o foon in the water as thofe
made of hemp.

There is flifl another fort of reed or kyotry cane,
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‘@alled the Bamboo, the body whereof grows to fuch a
bignefs that it is often reckoned among their trees. ¥t
thrives beft in marfhy greund, and is naturally very
ﬂraight and tall; but they bend it in the middle while-
it is growing, to make poles for their chairs. Of thefe
bamboos are often made canoes or wherries, and being
a light cane, tbey are rowed with incredible fwiftnefs.
They ferve alfo inftead of timber in their houfes and
other buildings.

There are great woods of mulberry-trees in this
couritry, particularly in the province of Chekiang,with
the leaves of which they feed their filk-worms. Thefe
woods are fome of them cut down every year, becaufe
the filk which is produced by thofe worms, which feed
on the leaves that fprmgfrom the young fhoots, is much
the beit. ‘

In the province of Quangh there is Tome cinamon.

There grow alfo, as we are told by Nieuhoff, cloves,
nutmegs, and mace in China; but it is in fuch fmall
quantities, he confefles, that they as well as the Euro-
peans are fupplied from the Molucca iflands with thefe
fpices.

They have moft kinds of wood that are to be found
in Europe; but that of greateft efteem among them is
called Nan mon. The ancient palaces of the empe-
rors have the windows, gates, beams, and pillars of this
wood. The natives imagine it will never decay, and
confequently that whatever is formed of it will laft
for ever. Some have fuppofed it to be a kind of
cedar, but the leaves are not at all like it, It isa very
tall tree, and the body of it is very ftraight.

"But no kind of wood for beauty can equal the Tfe-
tam; It is of a reddifh black, and full of fine veins,
which feem painted It is very proper for cabinets,
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and the very fineft fort of joiners’ work; and whatevc
#s made of it is of great efteem.

With refpe to ftrength and ﬁrmncfs, the Iron-
wood gives place to none. The tree is as tall as our
large oaks, but differs from therein the thicknefs of the
trunk, the fhape of the leaf, the colour of the wood,
which is darker, and' more efpecially in' the weight.
The anchors of their fhips of war are made of this
wood, and the emperor’s officers pretend that they are
preferable to thofe made of iron; but in this they muft
needs be mjftaken.

“The flowering trees and {hrubs are very numeroys
in every province. Some of the flowess refemble tu-
lips, others.are like rofes, which, intermixed with the
green leaves, make a beautiful appearange.

Among the thrubs there are but three or four kinds

_that bear odoriferous flowers; of thefe'the double jef=
famine-tree [Mo li hog], is the moft agreeable.” In
the fouth it attains a maoderate height, but in the north
it is no more than fix feet high, though it be kept in
the green-houfe all the winter. The flower in all
things refembles a double jeflamine, but the leaf is en- -
nrcly different, and comes pretty near that bf a young
citron-tree,

The tree which produces theflowers called Kueyhos, -
is very common in the fouthern provinces, butis rare=

T ly found in the northern. The flowers are {fmall, of va-

rious colours, and havea charming fcent. The leaves
- gre not unlike thofe of a bay-tree,

There is yet another fpecies of thefe plants, proper
to the maritime provinces; it bears the flower called
Lun hea. It is not fo agreeable to the fight, being of
a dufky yellow, as the former, but the fcent of it is tbe

_moft delicious of all.
There is a fhrub not odonferous, which bears a
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=wwhite fower as large as 2 dowble or triple-rofe. The
«<alix, or.cup, becomes sfterwards a fruit of the fhape of
= peach, but the tafte is altogether infipid. Initscells
it has feveral pippins, er feeds, covered with 3 black.i&
fkin, of a pretty firm confiftence.

The pionys of China are more besutiful, and bave ap
agreeable fmell, but the zeft of their gardcn -flowera are
no way comparable to ours.

The meaner fort, who live wpon nothing eife hefidos
vegetables, are very careful in the cultivation of their
kitchen-gardens; as foen ag one thing is off the grouad,
another is immediately fown or planted, infemuch that .
the carth is never fuffered to lie fiill. -

Among the pot-herbs which we bave nat, there is
none that deferves any notice but the Pe tfai, and this
dndeed is both yfeful and excellent. It has been taker
for a kind of Roman lettice, but is like it in nothing
but the firflt leaves; the feed, flower, tafte, and height

being entirely djfferent. The quantitics that are fown
-of it are almoft incredible. In the months of OGober .
and November the nine gates of Peking are smbarsafe
fed with the waggang that are loaded with it, They
prefervg it wish falt, or pickle it,’ d o mix it wnh
their rice, to which it gives a selith. -

Of -all the vegetable produllions of China, the tea-
-plant is the moft valuable, as its leaves afford ug fuch
a favourite liquor by infufion, that it is daily ufed a-
mongit us almoft univerfally, and by people of all ranks
and conditions. This thrub, which feemsto be a fpg-
cies of myrtle, feldom grows beyond the fize of a
rofe-buth, or at moft fix or feven feet in height, tho’
fome have extended it to a hundred. It affes a gra-
velly foil, and is ufually planted in rows upop littlp
hills about three or four feet diftant from each other. -
kis ledves are about an inch and a balf long, narrews
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tapering to a point, and indented like our rofe or fweet-
briar leaves, and its flowers are much like thofe of the
latter. This fhvub is an evergreén, and bears 2
fmall fruit, which contains feveral round blackith feeds,
about the bignefs of a large pea, but fcarce-above one
$n a hundred come to petfe@ion. By thefe feeds the
plant is propagated, nine or ten of them being put in-
to a hole together, and the fhrubs thence arifing are
afterwards tranfplanted into proper ground. They
thrive beft when expofed to the fouth fun, and yicld
* the beft tea; but there is a fort that grows without a~
ny cult{vanon, which, though lefs valuable, often ferves
the poorer fort of people.

The Chinefe know nothing of imperial tea, and fe.
veral other names, which in Eirope ferve to diftinguifh
the goodnefs arid peice of this fafhionable commodity.
In truth, though there are various kinds of tea, they
‘are now generally allowed to be the product of the
fame plant, only differing in colour, fragrancy, &c.
- according to the difference of foil, the time of gather-
ing it, and the method of preparation. The Vowi,
_ Bohi, or Bohea tree is fo called, ot from the moun-
tains of Fokien, where the beft of that fort is faid to
grow, but from its dark and blackith celour. This
chiefly differs from the green tea, by its being gather-
ed fix or feven weeks foener, that is, in -March er A-
pril, according as the feafon proves, when the plant
‘is in full bloom, and the leaves full of juice; whereas
the other, by being left fo -mueh the longer upon: the
tree, lofes a great part of its juice, and contralts a dif-
ferent colour, tafte, and virtue, being more rough to
the palate, and raking to the ftomach. The green tea
- is moft valued and ufed in China, and the Bohea feems
ot to have been known there fo long as two centuries
ogo; for.a judicious Hallander, who was.phyfician and
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“botanift to the emperor of Japan, about a hundred and
fixty years ago, tells us he bhad heard of the Bohi or
black tea being come into vogue in China; but, upon
the ftriGeft fearch he could make, could find no fuch
thing, and therefore believed it was a falfe report. Thig
makes it probable, that originally they gathered all the
tea at the fame time, but that, fince the dnfcovery of
the fmoothnefs and excellence of the more juicy Bo-
hea, they have carried on their experiments flill far.
ther, by gathering it at different feafons; for Dr.Cun-
ningham, phyfician to the Englith faGtory at Chufan,
gives us an account in the Philofophical Tranfations,
that the Bohea, which ke calls the firft bud, is gather.
«<d at the beginning of March, the Bing or Imperial in
.Apnl and the Singlo or Green in May and June. It
is farther to be obferved, that what the dotor ftiles the
firft bud is indeed the fineft of the Bohea kind, ang
that there are feveral degrees of coarfenefs in the leaves
after they are full'blown and expanded ; for, during all
the months of gathering, the leaves on the top of the
fhrub are the fineft and deareft, and are gradually
coarfer the nearer the bottom——— As to the manner
of curing the tea, the Bohea is firft dried in the fhade,
and afterwards expofed to the heat of the fun, or over
a flow fire, in earthen pans, till it is convolved or fhri-
~ velled up (as we fee it) into a fmall compafs. The o-
ther forts are commonly crifped and dried as foon as
gathered though according to Dr. Cunningham\ the
Bohea is dried in the fhade, and the Grccn in pans o-
ver the fire.

It is very rare to find tea perfc&ly pure, the Chinefe
generally mixing other leaves with it to increafe the
quantity ; tho’ one would think the price is too moderate.
to tempt them to fuch a cheat, it being ufually fold a-
mongft them for. threepence a pound fterling, and ne«
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ver more than ninepence; o that it is meft probable
the worft adulterations of it are made by 6ur own re<
tailers. Bohea tea, if good, i3 all of a dark colowur,
crifp and dry, and has a fine fmell: Green tea is alfo
to be chofen by its crifpnefs, fragrant fmell, and light
colour with a bluifh eaft, for it is hot good if any of
the leaves appear dark or brewnith———As to the pro-
perties of the tea, they are very much controverted by
our phyficians; but the Chinefe reckon it an excellent
diluter and purifier of the blood, a great ftrengthener
of the brain and ftomach, a promoter of digeftion,
perfpiration, and other fedretions, particularly a great
diuretic, and cleanfer of the reins ard urethra. They
drink large quantities of it in fevers, -in fome forts of
cholics, and other acute difeafes; and think it correcte
the ac¢rimony of the humours, temoves ‘obftructions of
the vifcera, and reftores decayed fi ght That the gout
#nd fone are unknown in China ‘is, af¢tibed to the
ufe of this plant; which is alfo faid to: cute indigefti=
ons, to carry off a debauch, and to give new ftrength
for drinking. - Some of the virtues attributed ‘to tea
are undoubtedly i nngmary, and it has ill effets upon
fome conftitutions; but experience thews, that feveral
advantages-attend the drinking it with difcretion. It
~ «quickens the fenfes, prevents drowfinefs, correCts the

heat of the liver, removes the head-ach, efpecially that
'procceding from a crapula, and being gently aftrin+
gent, it ftrengthéns the tone of thé ftomach.

As mich as the Chinele efteem their tea, they feem
to put a ftill greater value upon the plant called Gin¢
feng, which is very fcarce, being only found in the
province of Leao tung, and the«neighbouring ‘moun-
tains of Tartary. Itis in fo much requeft amongft their
phyficians, that they ha/e wrote many volumes on its
virtues; and given it the name of the fpiritual plant,
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the pure fpirit of the earth, the immortalizing plant,
and fuchlike pompous titles. Martinius, Kircher, Ta-
chard, Le Compte, and all the writers of the Chinefe
affairs, make mention of the ginfeng; and yet we knew
but very little of this plant before father Jartoux, a je-
fuit miffionary in China, who, being employed by or-
der of the emperor in making a map of Tartary, in the
year 1709, had an opportunity of feeing it growing,
and has given ue a draught of it, with an accuratc de=
fcription thereof, its virtues, and the manner of pre.

ferving and preparing it for ufe; which being a curj«
ous picce of natural hiftory, the reader will not be dif-

pleafed if we are a little particular on the fubje&.

. The ginfeng, as defcribed by father Jartoux, has a'
white root, fomewhat knotty, about half as thick as
one’s little finger; and as it frequently parts into two
branches, not unlike the forked parts of a man, it is
faid from thence to have obtained the name of ginfeng,
which implies a refemblance of the human form, tho*
indeed it has no more of fuch a likenefs than is ufuale
ly feen among other roots. From the root arifes a per<
fe&ily fmooth and roundifh ftem, of a' pretty deep red -
eolour, except towards the furface of the ground,where
it is fomewhat whiter. At the top of the ftem is a fort

of joint or kmot, formed by the fhooting out of four

branches, fometimes more, fometimes lefs,whichfpread
as from a centre. The colour of the branches under-
neath is green with a whitith mixture, and the upper
part is of a deep red like the ftem, the two colours
gradually decreafing till they unite on the fides. Each
branch has five leaves; and it is obfervable, that the
branches divide equally from each other, both in re.
fpedt of themfelves and of “the horizon, and with the
Ieaves mrake acircular figure, nearly parallel to the fur~
face of the earth.  All the leavegjare finely jagged or
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indented, of a dark green colour above, and of a fhin
ing whitith green underneath, and on the upper fidy
they are befet with fmall whitith-hairs. From the cenI
tre of the branches proceeds a fecond ftem or ftalk, ve:
1y ftraight, fmooth, and whitith from the bottom to the
top, where it bears a bunch of round berries, of a
beautiful red colour, but not good to eat. The bunch
“that father Jartoux faw was compofed of twenty-four
berries, containing a white pulp, and two rough fones,’
of the fize and figure of our lentils. The pedicles, on|
which the berries grow, arife from the fame centre,
and, fpreading like the radii of a fphere, make the
clufter of a circular form. As to the flower, our mif-
fionary never faw it, but fome affured him it is white,
and very | f{mall. This plant dies away every. year,|
and its age may be known by the number of ftems it
has thot forth, of which there are always fome marks
remaining on the root.

Our author is of opinion, that the ftone of the gin-
feng lies a long time in the ground before it takes
root; and, if the woods in which it grows take fire and

_are confumed, the plant does not appear till two or
three years after. It is not to be met with in plains,
vallics, marthes, or places tco much open and expof-

_ed to the fun; but is found on the declivities of moun-

“tains covered with thick forefts, upon the banks of tor-
rents, or about the roots of trees, and amidft a thoufand
other different forts of vegetables.

The fame father informs us thatthe Chinefe emperor,
-having a mind the Tartars fhould reap all the advan-
tages to be made of the ginfeng, gave orders in 1709 to
ten thoufand of thofe people to go and gather all tbcy
could find, on condition that each perfon fhould give
him two ounces of the beft, and that the reft fhould |
be paid for, weight for weight in pure filver. It was |
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computed that by this mesns the-emperor would get
that year ¢weaty thoufand weight of it, which would
not coft him ome fourth part of its value. Father Jar-
toux met fome of thefe Tartars in the deferts, and fays
¢this army of {implers obferved the following order:
After they had divided a tra& of land among their fe-
veral companies, they fpread themfelves out in a right
line to a certain fixed place, every ten of them keep-
ing at fome diftance from the reft; and in this order,
going leifurely ony and looking carefully for the plant,
they traver{e the fpace of ground allotted them. When
the time is expired, the Mandarines or officers who
are appomted to infpedt and command them, and are
incamped in fuch places as are proper for the fubfift-
«ence of their horfes, fend to view the companics, to
ngc them freth orders, and to know if their number
is compleat, If any-one be miffing, as it often hap-
pens, cither by fraggling from the main body, or be-
ing attacked by wild beafts, they make a careful fearch
after him, and then return to their former bufinefs.—
To fecure this proﬁtable harveft to the Tartars, it is:
faid the whole province where the' ginfeng grows is en-
compafled by wooden palifades, and guards are contiv
nually patrolling about, to hinder the Chinefe from
fearching after it: But, notwithftanding all this pre-
caution, the defire of gain induces the Chinefe to fieal
into the deferts where this plant grows, fometimes to
the number of two or three thoufand, at the hazard of
lofing their liberty, and all the fruit of their labour if
they are taken, c:ther as they go mto or come out of
the province.

Thofe who gather the ginfeng have lttle regard to
the leaves, but carefully preferve the root, burying 1o-
gether under ground all they can get in ten ot fiftcen
- VorL. L L
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days time.  Afeer this they wath it well, and fcour
it with a brufh; then dip it in fcalding water, and pre-
pare it in the fumes of a fort of yeHow millet, which
gives it part of its colour. The millet is boiled owcr
a gentle fire in a veffel with a little water, and the
go0ts arc laid over the veflel upon fmall tranfverfe pie-
ces of wood, where they receive the fteam, bemmg co-
" vered with a linen-cloth. . They may alfo be preferved
only by drying them in the fun or by the fire; bux
then, though they retain their virtue well enough, they
have not that yellow colour which the Chimefe admire.
The roots muft be kept clofe in a very dry place, other-
wrife they are in danger of corrupting, or being. caten
by worms.
- The ginfeng, as we have obferved, is in the grea:ct
‘requeft among: the Chinefe phyficians, whe make it an
fngredient in almoft all the medicines they prefcribe
for the nobility and the richer fort of patients, it be-
fing too dear for the common people. They affirm that
it is a fovereign remedy for all weaknefles, ‘gccafioned
by exceflive fatigues cither of body or mind; that it
attenuates pituitous humours, cures weaknefles of the
jungs and the pleurify, corroborates the fltomach, and
helps the appetite; that it difpels faumes and vapours,
fortifies the breaft, and is a2 remedy for the fhortnefs
of breath; that it firengthens the vital fpirits, is geod
‘againft dizzinefs in the head and dinmefs of fight, and
prolongs life to extreme old age. Thofe who are in
health often ufe it, to'render themfelves more ttrong
‘and mgorous
It is fcarce to, be 1magmcd that the Chinefe and
Tartars would fet fuch a value upon this root, ifthey
«did not find it produce the moft falutary effe@ts. * It
fis certain that it fubtilizes, warms, and increafes the
aotion #f the blood; that it promotes digeftion, invie
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gerates, and removes wearinefs in a very remarkahle
manner. The Chinefe feldom ufe more than a fifth
part of an ounce of the dried rott, when they give it
to fick perfons; but as for thofe who are in health, and
‘only take it for prevention or fome flight indifpofition,’
our author advifes them!not to make iefs than ten doe
fes of an ounce, and not to take it every day. Inor.
der to extra its virtues, the root is to be cut in.thin
flices, and put into an earthen pot well glazed, with
about a pint of water. The pot muft be well covered,
and fet to boil over a gentle fire;. and when the water
is confumed to the quantity of a cupful, it is to be
fweetened with a little fugar, and drank off  immedi»
ately. ” After this, as much more water is to be put
into the.pot, and boiled as’ before, that all the juice
and fpirituous parts of the root may be extrated. One
of thefe dofes is to be taken in the morning, the other
in the evemng.

“There is 2 medicinal root, known to us by the name
of China-toot, as :growing plentifully in that country,
-which had once an uncommon reputation for its efficas
cy in curing the venereal diftemper. It is of a pale
red colour externally, but white within, of a farinace|
ous, earthy, and fomewhat aftringent tafte, and with=
out any fmell. It grows in fenny places, frequently
overflowed by the fea; which, upon its retiring, leaves
great quintities of it on the fhore. The emperar
-Charles V. found confiderable relief from this -root,
when affliCted with the gout and cachexy, which con-
tributed greatly to raife its charater. Its credit as an
-antivencreal was firft raifed in the fixteenth century,
but feems to pavc foon diminithed: for Vefalius, inga '
letter publifhed in 1 542, aflures us, that decoions of
‘Chiga~root were far inferior to thofe of guaiacum for

L2 .
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the cure of malignant venereal ulcers. AndDr. Aftrue
#nforms us, that in veaereal cafes he could never pro-
duce any good effe@s by means of this root.

Rhubarb .grows in all parts of. China, and partica.
larly neas the great wall.” It was formerly brought
from China through Tartary to Aleppo, fram thence
~ ¢0 Alexandria, and at length to Venice; but we have
it now from Ruflia and the Eaft-Indies. It is certain,

¢hat rhubarb was unknown to the ancients; for their
rhapontic, which nearly refembled it, ‘was not really
the fame, It is faid, that the true rhubarb firft: puts
out large downy leaves, then fmall flowers in the form

of ftars, which are followed by the feed. When the |
root is newly drawn out of the earth, it is blackifh on
the furface, and reddith within; but, when dried, its

outfide becomes yellow, and its infide of a nutmeg co-
lour. .It is pretty folid and ponderous, has a bitter a-
ftringent tafte, and an agreeable aromatic odeur. If
it be good, it will tinge water almoft like faffron, and
when broke it appears of a lively colour, with a caft
inclining to vermikion. Some druggifts have the in-
famous art of difguifing their old decayed rhubarb,
by gumg it a yellow tinGure; but by handling it the
cheat is difcovered; for the powder thcy make ufe of
will ftick to the ﬁngers. Rhapontic is often mixed
with rhubarb, by thofe who fend it to Europe; but
this impofition may likewife . be difcovered, the true
thubarb being ufually in roundifh pieces, and its in.
ternal grain or ftreaks running tranfverfly, whereas
shapontic is in longith pieces, with its ftreaks running
Jengthwife; and befides rhapontic being chewed, leaves
a clamminefs in the mouth, which rhubarb does not.
. 'This root is one of the beft and mildeft purgatives in
.natuse, and very proper to ftrengthen weak flomachs
aad the inteftines. It is.a good remedy for worms,
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&vacuates thé bile, and opens obffru€ions: of the liver;
and, -as it purges and ftrengthens at the fame time, is
very ferviceable in a loofenefs.. 'However, it is not very
proper where there is a feverifh heat.

To the roots already mentioned we may add another
ealled Huchu, which indeed would be more remark-
able than any of the reff, if all were' true that the Chi-
nefe relate cencerning it. Dr. Cunningham faw the
oot in thé ifland of Chufan, to which he fays the na-
tives afcribe wonderful properties, as that of prolong-
ing life, and mmmg grey hairs black, &c. by drinking
an infufion of it for a confiderable time. Thcy tell
the following ftery of the difcovery of its virtues: A
gertain perfom,- fay they, being.once a fimpling” upon.
the mountains, he accidentally fell int6 fuch a deep
cavity, that he could by no means get out ‘again;
whercupon looking about for fomething to fupport life,
in this melancholy condition-he fpied this raot, and
"having_eat thereof he fourd it ferved him both for food
and clbathmg, by kcepmg his body in’fuch a tempera=:
ture, that the injuries of the weather had no influence
upon him during his ftay there, which was feverak
hundred’ years; till at laft an cartbquake happened in
that place, whereby the mountains were rent, and he
found out.a paffage to his own houfe, from whence
'he had been fo long abfent: But fo many alterations
had happened there in fuch a number of years, that the .
people at firft gave no credit to his ftory; till confule-"
ing the annals of their family, which gave an account
of one of them who was loft about that time, they were
convinced of thé truth of this relanon.—-Thxs ﬂacws
_the credulity of the Chinefe. :
~ 'The plant that fome authors ‘call Radix xina, and
th: natives Fou ling, is of all the moft'made ufe of
. L3 '
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by the Chinefe phyﬁcnans. It is found in greateft
plenty in Se tchuen; its' leaves, which are long md
narrow, ¢reep upon the ground. The root when
full grown is very thick, and, if the natives are to be
believed, has fometimes a circumference as big as an
infant’s head.

But whether it be great or {mall, this is certain thae
i contains in a kind of pod a white pulp, a little clam«
my or vifcous. There is a wild fort of this plant in
fevera: parts of the country, which alfo is much ufed,
and is fold .at a much lower rate. - Some of the mif-
fionaries, who are matives of that part of France where
truffles are plenty, affirm that the Fou ling is a kind
of trufle. The good effe@s of this plant are not to
be doubted of, after the experience of fo great a nati-
an; yet it is hard to fay for what diftemper it is mofk
propery becaufe like a panacea, is is prefcribed in al«
moft all.

. ‘The root of the plant which is called Fen fe, is not
fo commonly ufed, but is much dearer; it is even
fcarce in the province of Se tchuen where it grows,
between 29 and 3o degrees of latitude; & is of a
warm nature, and is looked upon as an excellent re~
medy for all difeafes arifing from.cold humours, as al-
fo for 2ll kinds of obftru&tions. 1Its fhape is fingular,
it is femicircular on one fide, and almoft flat on the
other. The flat fide is fixed to the eaith by feveral fi-
laments, and from the half round arife feveral different
ftems, each of which grows up in the form of a nofegay..
Nothing but the root is of any value.

: Ti hoang is another root of a very beautiful plant,
which grows in the greateft pleaty in the north of the
province of Ho nan, in 35°. 6/, of latitude. . At firft
fight one would take it for a fort of liquorith, with &
leguminous flower, and a drooked pod; but when one
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.- esaminey the leaves; the feeds and the tafte, it is a hard
. mattes to decide-among what fpecies it ought to be pla- -
ced. It is very much.ufed to fortify and to reftore by
Jittle and little the decays of firength...

But of all the plants of which: we-kave fpoken, next
to the Ginfeng, none is- foprecmua as the San tfi; they
attribute almoft the fame virtues to the one as to the
other, only the Jatter is accounted the more efficacioust
in womens’ diforders, and hemorrhagies of all forts. It
1a not at all like the Ginfeng in:thape. This grows im
the province of Quang fi, and is to be found only on
she topa of high fteep mbuntains.. :
. A kind of goat of a greyifle colour is véry fond of
Secdx!‘g upon this plant, infomuch that: they imagine
the blood of thie animal is ‘endowed with the fame
medivinal properties.. It is certain that the blood of
thefe goats bas. furprifing fuccefs againft’ the injuries
seceived by fals from horfes, and ather accidents of the.
fame kind,. This the miffionaries have had experience-
of feveral times. One of their fervants that was thrown
by a vicious horfe, and who lay fome time without.
fpeech or motion, was fo foon recovered by this re~
Vmedy, that the next day he was able to purfue his
journey..

It muft not be forgotten that this potion is reckon-
ed a fpecific againfi the fmall pox. Inftances of its
fuccefs are frequené.. The black and tainted puftules
become of a fine red, as foon as the patient has taken:
the remedy. For this reafon it is prefcribed in feve-
ral diforders, which are fuppofed to arife from bad qua-
lities in the blood. The worft circumftance is, that it
is dear and not eafy to be had, and feldom free from a-
dulteration. In the experiments above mentioned, the
blood of a goat was made ufe of that had been taken by

_the hunters,

-,
7
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" 1n the province of Yun nan are found the trees
which bear the Caffia fiftula; they are pretty tall, and
the pods are longer than thofe which we fee in Bu-
rope; they are not compofed of two convex fhells like
thofe phms' of the legummoue kind, bat are a fort of
hollow pipes, divided by partitions into cells which
contain a foft fubftance no way differing from the Caf-
$a made ufe of by us.

These is a flower named Mutang, or, The King of
Flowers, much efteemed by the Chinefe, and fpreads
its leaves broader than our common rofes, but is not
fo fweet. The colour is a pale purple freaked with
white, and fome are red and ytllow. It grows on 2
fhrub like the birch-tree, and is planted in all their
‘gardens; but they abound in nothing fo little as. fine

Rowers.

Another herb our travdlen tell us grows in China,
called, The Herb of a Thoufand ¥ears; which they
“would have us to believe never fades or dies.
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e
Of the Lancvun.cfth CuINEsE.

F P YHE. Chinefe language bears no affinity with any

. languages, dead or living, with which we are:
acquainted. All other languages have an alphabet:
compofed of a certain number of letters, by the vari-
qus combinations of which fyllablesand-words are form«~
adt Whereas there is- no alphabet of the Chinefe lan--
gusge;_ but there arc as many different charaéters and-
figures is words..

. The only. refemblance it bears to the. European.lan~
guages is, as moft of the alphabets (confifting of a-
hout twenty four letters): are wholly formed of fix or.
feven different ftrokes; in like manner all the Chinefe
charalters. are formed of fix different ftrokes or lines.

- 'The Chinefe have two kinds of language: Firft, the
walgar, this being {poke by the common people, and.
varying according to-the different provinces; and fe-+
condly, the Mandarine-language,. which is in China,"
as the Latin tongue is. in Europe. The Mandarine~-
language. is- properly. that which was formerly fpoke.
at court, in: the province of Kiang nan [Nanking]
and fpread, amongft the polite, into the reft of the
provinces.

As it confifts. of not above three hundred and thir-
ty words, all:which are monofyllables.and indeclinable,
it confequently muft appear very barren; and.yet thefe
enable perfons to. exprefs themfelves on all fubjets,
becaufe the fenfe, without multiplying words,. is va-
ried. almoft. to an infinitude, by the different accents,
inflexions, tones,, and afpirations, and other changes

: L g
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of the voice; whence it is, that perfons who are not

~ exceedingly well verfed in this language, often mif-

take onc word for another. Of this father du Halde
gives fome examples, fuch as, that the word Tchu,
when differently founded, fignifiesa Lord, or Mafter,
4 Hog, a Kitchin, or a Column. Ia like manner the
fyllable Po, has, according as it is founded, the follow=
ing different meanings, Glafs; to boil, to winnow"
rice; wife or liberal; to prepare; an old woman; to
break or cleave; inclined; a very little; to water; a
flave or captive: Thus this language, which appears
fo poor, is rendered very copious and expreffive. Like~
wife the fame word joined to others, fignifies a vaft
variety of things: For inftance Mou, or Moo, when
fingle, fignifies a Tree, or Wood; -but when com-
pounded, it has many more fignifications; - Meo fiatig,
fignifying a cheft of drawers; Moo nu, 2 kind of finall
orange, &c. In this manner the Chinefe, by variduf-
1y combining their monofyllables, can form regular
difcourfes; and exprefs themfelves with great cleat~
mefs and elegance, almoft in’ the fame manner as the
Europeans compofe all their words by the different.
combinations of about twenty four letters. The Chi--.
nefe do not fing in fpeaking, as fome authors relatey
they prcnouncing the different tones with fo much de-
licacy and eafe, that forcigners are fcirce able to difco-

" ver the difference.

- The art of joining thefe monofyllables is exceedifig-
ly difficult, particularly in writing, and requires much
application, As the Chinefe exprefs their thoughts -
by figures, and never employ accents in writing to
vary the pronunciation, they are forced te ufe asma=-
ny different charallers or figures as there are various "
tones, which give fo many different meanings to the

‘e word. -
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Farther, fanie charafers fignify two or three words,.
and fometimes a whele period; for inftance, to write
thefe words, Good mortow, Sir, three fingle charac-
ters muft not be employed, but one which exprefles
monofyllables, is- fufhicient -to write.fo as to be under.
ftood, without the three words. This method of join-:
ing then is trifling, and ufed only by the vulgar. Thofe:
who endeavour to-fhine in their compofitions, employ
a ftyle quite different from that which is fpoke,, tho™
the words aré the fame. In writing, purer. words,
Ioftier expreffions, and certain metaphors muft.be ém-
ployed. The charalters of Cochic-China, of Tonquin, . *
and Japan are the fame as the Chinefe, though the lan-
guage is very different; fo-that the books of thefe fer -
weral nations are in commeon.. .

The learned muft not only know the chara@ers uf-
ed in the common oecurrences of life, but likewife be
acquamted with their different combinations;.and the
various difpofitions, which, of feveral fimple ftrokes, .
form the compound charaders: And as there are four-~
foore thoufand Chinefe charaéters, that man-is moft:
learned who is acquainted with the greatelt number,
and can read and underftand the largeft- number of
books, This thews how exceedingly difficult it muft: ~
be to attain the language in queftion. However, a per-- .
fon who underftands-10,000 charaéters. is able to ex-
prefs himfelf in this language, and underftand a mul-:
titude of books. Moft of the learned do -not under-
fland above 15,000 or 20,000; and but few.doftors.
are mafters of 40,000.

All their charaQers are colle&ted in their great vo.
cabulary, - called Hae-peen. The Chinefe language has-
its radical charatters, like the Hebrew, which fhew-
the origia of words: For inftance,. under the charac--
; Lé



-

252 THE CHINESE TRAVELLERS

ter of trees, mountains, of man, of the earth, of 2
horfe, &c. muft be fought whatever belongs to treesy:
mountains, man, the earth, and a horfe; befides which,
the learner muft know how to diftinguith, in every
word, the ftrokes or figures placed above, beneath, on
the fides, or in the body of the radical ﬁgnrc.

- There alfo is a fhorter vocabulary, commmng only
8000 or 10,000 charalters, which is employed for
reading, writing, or compofing books. When worda
wanted are not found here, recourfe is had to the
great di&tionary. The miffionaries have drawn up 2
book for their own ufe, and that of - their converts,
&c.

- The Chinefe, in the beginning of their monarchy,
eommunicated their ideas by drawing upon paper the
natutal images of the things they wanted to exprefs;
for inftance, to exprefs birds, mountains, a foreft, or
rivers; they drew waving lines exprefling birds, moun-
tains, trees, or rivers. But this method being very
imperfect; not to mention that a numberlefs multi-
tude of objeQs could not be reprefented by drawing,
fach as the foul, the thoughts, the pafions, the virtues,
vices, beauty, the altions of men and animals, and
many others which have neither fhape nor body; they
therefore altered infenfibly ‘their ancient manner of
writing ; compofed charalers of a more fimple nature,
and invented others to exprefs fuch things as are the
obje&t of our fenfes. o 3

Neverthelefs, thefe more modern chara&crs are tm-
1y hieroglyphical; firft, becaufe they confilt of fimple
fetters, which retain the fignification of the primitive
charallers : Secondly, becaufe the inftitutions of men
have affixed the fame ideas to the figures in queftion,
which the firft fymbols reprefented naturally: ‘For eve. -
ry Chinefe letter has its proper fignification, which it
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slways preferves, ‘though joined with ethers. Tfai,
fignifying a_misfortune or calamity, is formed of the
letter Mcen or M¢ en, a houfe; and the letter Ho,
fire; no misfortune being greater than feeing one’s
houfe en fire. Hence it is plain, that the Chinefe cha-
ralters are not mere letters like ours; but are fo many
hicroglyphics, by which imagesare formed,and thoughts
cxprefled.
. The ftyle ufed by the Chinefe is concnfc, myflerious,
allegorical, and fometimes obfcure to fuch as are not
perfely fkilled in the charalters. They exprefs a
great deal in a few words: Their expreflions are ani-
mated, and iaterfperfed with bold comparifons and
noble metaphors. To obferve, for inftance, that as the
emperor has approved the Chriftian religion by an e-
di&, it therefore ought not to be deftroyed, thcy would
write thus: * The ink with which the empcror s ed:&,
& in favour of the Chriftian religion, was wrote, is not
#¢ yet dry, and yet you attempt to deftroy that religi-
“ on.” As they compare their compofitions to 2 pic-
ture, they compare the fentences they borrow from their
books-to the five principal colours ufed in painting,
and it is in thig their eloquence chiefly confifts. They
value themfelves exceedingly on their. writing neatly
and accurately: They even prefer a beautiful charac-
ter to the moft finithed piGture. A page of old cha.
ratters, when well drawn, often fells at a high price..
If they happen to find any printed leaves, they gather
them up retpe&fully. .

It was obferved above, that we may diftinguith two
kinds of language in China, but I fhall now confider
three forts, that of the vulgar, that of the polite, and
that of books. The firft has none of the xmpcrfc&mu
- which many Europeans pretend to find in it. -
‘Thofe Buropeans who come to China, and do nor
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wnderftand the languagewell, fuppofe ambiguous mean-
ings where there are none. ~ As they do not take the-
pains to pronounce the feveral Chinefe words with
their preper accents and afpirations, they underftand
the natives bat very imperfe&tly, which confequently:
is not the fault of the language. If the Chinefe Li-
terati fometimes trace charallers with their finger, or
with a fan upon their knees, this muft bc out of vanity
or cuftom rather than neeeffity; or elfe to cxprefs fome-
technical term feldom ufed.

Next to the:vulgar languagc is anothcr mere polifh-
ed and refined, and 'this is employed in a numberlefs.

Jmultitude of novels, whether true or fititious ; they are
writ with the greateft elegance and wit; and abound*
with lively defcriptions, chara&ters, and contrafts,which:
may be eafily read and underftood.

The third language is that of fuch books as are not-
writ in a familiar ftyle, in which there are feveral.de-
grees of fuperiority, before the ftudent can attain to the
fublime, majeftic brevity of the Kings.

This moft refined language is nesver ufed in coms
mon converfation, it being employed only in writing.
The ftyle of it is neat and flowing; each thought-is
ulually exprefled in four or fix charalers ; nothing oc.
curs that fhocks the moft delicate ear; and when the
various accents are pronounced with art, they form a
foft, harmonious found.

The difference between other books, and thole writ-
ten in the ftyle called the Kings, is, the diction of the
former is never fo elevated and noble, nor the ftyle fo
concife and grand as that of the latter. No point-
ings are ufed in compofitions of the fublime kind; for
being defigned only for the lcamcd, thefe cafily diflin<
guith wherever the fenfe ende.
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The -copioufnefs of the Chinefe language is owing
to the multitude of chardQers in ity from the vorious
meanings annexed to them, and from the manner of
theis being joined, which is commoniy two and two;
frequently three and three; and fometimes four and .
four together. " A ‘ditiomary was eompiled; by order
of the late emperor, confifting of one hundred and
nineteen volumes, moft of them writ in a {mall cha=
ra&er, and very thick. It is certain that 1o language'

in the world is more copious than the Chinefe. -

" The Chinefe have ftill- an ancient kind of Janguage,
mw ufed only for titles, mfcnptwus, feals and mettos;
wherein there are likewife fome books which the ‘Lite®
rati are obliged to underfland. They alfo have com-
mon' chara&ers ufed for public a&s, contralls, bonds,
and other civil affairs, and which anfwer to our law
charaCters. Laftly, they have a charaéter (employed
for difpatch) which reqmrcs a pamcular ﬁudy, tbcre'
being many abbreviations in it.
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Wk Sk SHDRORS kPN

A CoMPEXDIUM of the CHINESE GRAM MAR.

HIS compendium of the Chinefe grammar will
_ be of great adzantage towards underftanding this
language, which confifting of words of no more than
one fyllable, and thofe undeclinable, can bardly be re-
duced to rules; neverthelefs the follewing may be gin
ven with refpeck to- the nouns, pronouns, eonjugations
of verbs, prepofitions, adverbs, the numbers and par=
Sicles. - ,

Of NouNs pofitive,. comparative, and fuperlative.

THERE is no diverfity of genders,. eafes, and de-.
clinations in the Chinefc language; frequently the
noan is not diftinguithed from the verb,.and the fame
word which, according to the place it is put in, is a
fubftantive, may become an adjeive, and even an
adverb.

For example, thefe two words Ngai, Ilove; Siang,
I think; may be both nouns and verbs; if they are
placed before another word fo as to ﬁgn‘ify fome ac-
tion, they are verbs: Enmple,‘Ngo ngai ni, I love
you; Ngo fiang ta, I think of him : But if on the con-
trary they are fet before another without fignifying an
adtion, they become nouns: Example, Ngo ti ngai,
My love; Ngo ti iang, My thought.

Thc adjective always goes before the fnb!hnnve.. 8 -
Hao gm, Good man; but jf the fame word follows
another it becomes a fubflantive, as Gin ti-hao, The
goodaefs of man, it appears that ‘the word Hao, which
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isan ad;e&nvc when it comes before the word Gin, be-
comes a fubftantive when it follows it.

" 'The particle Tsée is often added to fubflantives, and

it is proper to many; for mﬁangc, Fang tsée, An

houfe; Co tsée, Fruit; however we muft obferve, that

it is only added to thofc fubﬁannvea which can never

be adjetives. !

The cafes and numbers are known only by the com-
pofitions; the plural number is diftinguifhed by thé
particle Men, which is common to all nouns; here
follow fome examples, Gm, a Man, Gin men, Men;
Ta, He; Ta men, Thcy

But when the noun is preceded by fome word tlm
fignifics numbers, then the particle Men is not ufed
aftcr the noun.

- The particle Ti often makes the genitive cafe both
Bngular and plural, when it comes after nouns, as Gin
ti hao, The goodnefs of man; Gin men ti hao, The
goodnefs of men: There ace no otbcr cafes in the Chi~
nefe langnage.

‘The particle Ti is alfo fomenmecput after pronouns’
like derivatives: Example, Ngo ti keou, My dog: Ta
te keou, His dog

The comparatives are alfo formed by adding of par- :
ticles; for inftance, they ufe the particle Keng, which
is always put before the nouns, and ﬁgmﬁca Much; |
Keng hao, Better; The particle To is frequently ufs
ed, which fignifies alfo Much, but it is commonly
put after the noun, Haq to, Better; Yuen to, farther”
off.”

The particle, whxchdenotes the fuperlative, may
be put before or after the nouns; fo that one may fay
Thve hao, ar. Hao ffive, Bdt; Tﬁve fiao, or &'ao
tﬁvc, fmalleﬂ.
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. The pasticle Te kin alio denotes the fuperlative de-
gree; Hao te kin, Beft; . Ta te hn, Geeateft; Siao te
kin, Smalleft.

af the ?nomaum.,

HERE are no more than three pronouns in the

-Chinefe langwage, and thefeare perfomal; Ngo,
I; Ni, Thouj; and Ta, He; they besome plural by the
addition of the particle Men.

'I‘hey become pofleflives, by adding the particle Ti,
Ngo ti, Mine; Ni ti, Thines Ta ti, His: Add the
particle Men, and the fame words will fignify Ours,,
Yours, &c. Ngo men ti, Ours; Ni mes ti, Yours:

The pronouns pofieflive, like thofe of natien or far
mily, are diftinguithed only froms the derivatives by.
putting after the promoun the mame. of the country,
eity, &c. Ngo ti Rouc, My kmgdom, Ngo ti fou,,
My city.

Chou is the pamele which is madc nfc of for the
pronoun relative, Which or Who; 1his pamclc 1S ne
ver joined with that which denotes sle plural number.

Of the Venns,
E prefent, the pmierpc:fc&, and' tiw futnre,

are properly the only tenfes the Chinefe verbs:
bave: The verb paffive is exprefled by the particle Pi.

When there is no particle added to the verb, andis

is only joined with the pronouns perfonzl Ngo, Ti, Tay.
i is a fign of the prefent tenfe,

The addition of the particle Leao- demtes the pres.
terperfet, or the time paft.

‘Lo diftinguith the future tenfe they. ufe the particle:
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Tfiang, or Hoei; ,-—-but examplcs will more plamly
fhew thxs.

PRESENT TENSE

SsncuULAR NUNBER.

Néo ngai. |  Ilove. -

Ni ngai. Thou loveft..

Ta ngai. . He Joveth.
PLurar

Ngo men ngai. We love.

Ni men ngai. "~ Ye love. ~

Ta men ngai. They love.

PRETEBPERFECT TENSK

anovx.nn.

Ngeo ngat leaov ¥ have loved,
Ni ngai leso, - Thou. baft loved.
'Ta ngai leao. He hath loved.

Prevmras .

Ngo men ngai leao. We have loved,.
Ni men ngai leao. = Ye have loved..
Ta men ngai leao. They have loveds
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FUTURE TENSE

Sixcutrar.

Ngo heéi ngai. - I fhall love. -

Ni haei ngai. Thou thalt Iove.

Ta haci ngaiv ’ . He fhall loves
Prorat.

Ngo men haei ngai.  We thall Jove.
Ni men haei ngai. Ye fhall love. .-
Ta men hack ngat. 'I'hej' fhald Jove.

The optative mood is formed by thefe words, Pa
pou te, which fignify O thatt Would to God! For ex-
ample, Papoute ngo ngai,Would to Gad Imight love;
Pa pou -te ni ngai, Would to God thou mighteft
love, &c. ,

The greatef part of the verbs of a&ion may Rave a
paffive fignifications but the verb altive is always put
before the mouns which-are the fubjedt of the action. .

E!Al‘!l.&lv

Ngo ngaf niv I love thiee..
Ngotani - Miike thee. |

It wonld be an abfurd and' fcnfelefa manner qf ﬁeb

‘king to fay,

Ngo ni ngai.
Ngo. ni: ta.



THE CHINESE TRAVELLER. 361

On the contrary the verb paffive always follows

the noun, adding the particle Pi, which denotes the
paflive,

Ngo pi tangai. - Jam loved by him. !
Ngo pi ta ta. Tam ftruck by him,
The preterperfo& and the future are formed with
the fame particles-that are -ufed for the verb altive,

o the PREPOSITIONS.

Omtb(taudmg the {fmall number of words in

. the Chincfe language, yet it is very <opious;

not only becaufe the fame word may be both noun

“and verb, but becaufe it may often be an advetb, prc-
pofitien, &c.

The Chinefe have. thercfo:c fome prepoﬁtnons thzt
are not naturally fo but by cuftom, fuch as thefe words,
Thien, Before; Heou, Afters Chang, Above; Hia,
Below; they-are prcpoﬁtlons if they are joined to a
verb, and come before it; but they are poftpofitions if
they age joimed to a noun, and follow it; for'example,
Sien tlo, I go before; Heou lai, I come after; Chang
tleou, I go above; Hia tfeou, I come below; thefe are
prepokitions becaufe they ace put befote the verbs; bue
the following word Fang tfien, Before the houfe; Mu.
en heou, Behind the door; Tcho chang, upon thc tabley
Ti hia, Beneath the earth, are poftpofitions becaufe
they are put afterthe nouas. :
" “The fame muft be underftood of Nui,Within; Vax,
“Without; and ether words of the Gme nature.

A
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Of the ADVERS 3,

HERE are properly no adverbs in the Chinefe
language, they only becoming fo by cuftom, or
by the place we poflefs in the difcourfe: We are fre-
quently obliged to ufe feveral words to exprefs the
adverbs of other languages; they have none that are
demonftrative or proper to calling and exhorting, but
in their flead we muft ufe nouns and verbs; the fol-
lowing are commonly ufed, viz. of

Debiring Pa pou te Would to God.

. CJube “Which way.
Afking - EHO ju o In what manner.
Tfeng mo How. o

Aunfwering  Chi oui tfe gen « Certainly.:

. Tching tie Indeed.
Confirming " Co gen Mof¥ certainly.’
Ching tching tie Mot truly.

‘Denying and

’ forbidding Pou jo ‘That is not convenient

Pou or mo No.
EPou gen No certainly.
" Doubting Hoe or Hoe tche Perhaps.
¢ - 1 : . [that.
Chufing Ving- . Better, rather thisthan
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Keng chao

Much lefs.

Better.

“Comparing Elcng .orKeng to Much more. -

Keng heo
Aflembling  Tong or y tong

Ling"

‘Separating. { Ling via '

Increaﬁi;g { Rin

. Kin ge

1 Min ge

Then ge
Heon ge

Time- 1‘1‘{0 ge.

Place Tsée

@ €Y wée
Number EEM tsce

Kiang -

Tche le

Together.

Furthermore.
Separately.

Diligemly.
Stoutly.

To-day.

To-morrow.

Yefterday. tday.
The day befoze yefter-
After to-morrow.

Here. [way. |
From thence, or that -

Once.
Twice -

Tchang tchang Often.

Order < Heou mien

Next.

'gTi yorteouy Firftly, - b

‘Tchong or tong Laflly. .

The Event

Similitude  Ju

Diffimilitude ggou ju
ou tong

Hoe gen

" May be. .

¢

As

. Notas. ...

Differently.
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Chao A little,
Quality To Much.

Keou Enough.
Excluding . Tan - - Only. -

A thing not { - ‘ L :
quite done. }Tcha pouto Almott.

Of NuMBERS and their Pu'ncus

HE Chmefe havc feveral pamcles proper to num.
bers; they are generally ufed; and in'a way pe-
culiar to this language, for every monn has a particle
fignifying the number that is proper to.it: Wheregs
in our language, Onc, Two, Three, are applied to dif-
* ferent things, and we fay, A man, Two women,
Three fheep, but this method ‘of expreflion would be
grofs and barbatous to a Chinefe. Each noun muft
be .cxpreficd with a particle proper to it, but ex-
amples will make this more plain; below you have the
Chinefe numbers, and then the partitles of numbcrs,
which muft be ﬂfed with each zoun,

The C-nntiut NuxsERs.

Tg . One. )

Eal, Two.
Sul..' o Thrce._
Ssée, Four,
Ou, . Five.
100'1, Six.

T4, . Seven. .
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Pa, Eight.
Kieou, Nine.
Che, Ten.
Che y, . Eleven.
Eul che, Twelve.
P San che,  Thirteen.
Pe, An hundred.
: Eul pe, Two hundred.
+ Y tfien, A thoufand.
Y ouan, Ten thoufand.
: Eul ouan, . Twenty thoufand.
Che ouan, An hundred thoufand. N

' Y pe ouan, A million.

OfPaxT-xci.ss qf‘Nu-nn.Ens.‘

Ois madc ufc of for men; Y co gm, a man;. Y

co. fougin, a woman. . .

. Hoei is made ufe of for illuftrioua men; Y hocn gm,
_an illuftrious - pcrfon

~ Tche or tchi is made ufe of for fhips, dogs, hens,

and all other things, which though mentioned alone

fhould be fellowed, as fhoes, ftockings, &c. thus they

fay, Y tchi chuen, A fhip; Y tchi keou, A dog; Y

tchi hia, A fhoe; Y tchi ki, A hen. :

Tiao is made ufe of for things that are long and
fufpended : Y tiao lou, A cenfer, and Y tiao ching,
A rope. :

Ouei is propcr to-fithes; Y ouei yu, A fith.

Ken is made ufe of for long ﬁraps of lmher, Y ken,
tai, A ftrap.

Tchang is made ufe of for paper, a table, and a feat;
Y tchang tchi, A fheet of paper; Y tchang echo, A
table; Y t¢hangy, A feat.

Vou. I,
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Pu is made ufe of for knives, fwords, fans; Y pa tao,
" A fabre or fword; Y pa chen, A fan. .

Chaong is made ufe of for like things that are coms
monty joined together; Y choang hiai, A pair of thoes;
Y choang oua, A pair of flockings.

Kien is made ufe of for chambers ar houfes; Y kien
fang, An houfe or chamber.

Fo is made ufe of for whole pieces of cloth or filk;
Y fo pou, A cloth; Y fo cheou, A picce of particular
fort of filk: It is alfo ufed for piCures.

Mcy is made ufe of for pearls and prec:ous things;

Y mei tchin, A pearl.

.Tchu is made ufe of for pcrfumu, Y tchu hiang,
A pattil.

Pi is fometimes made ufe of for garments of cloth
or filk, but moft properly for a horfe; Y pi ma, A
borfe,

" Pen is made ufe of for baoks; Y pen chu, A book.-

‘Ting is made ufe of for caps or hats; Y ting kin,
A eap.

Tfo is made ufe of for great houfes and walls; ¥ tfo
fang, Anhoufe: Y tfo ching, A wall. ;

Teng is proper to oxen and cows; Y teng nicou,
An ox.

Mouen is made ufe of for mufquets; Y mouen tfiang,
A barrel of a gun.

To is made ufe of for Howers; Y to hoa, A
flower. ' |
Ling is made ufe of for garments; Y ling poa, A

gown.

Tai or Pen is made ufe of for comedics; Y tai, or |
Y pen hi, A comedy.

Coumadeufed’fortrm'Yeochn,Amc ‘

Mien is made ufc of for hndard:, Y mien ki, A
ftandard,
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Toa is made ufe of for letters, and little bundles of
paper; Y tao cheou chi, a book of poetry, '

Tchin is made ufe of for fedans and chariots; Y tchim

iao, A fedan.

Quan is made ufe of for pens or pencils; Y quan
pi» A pen.
. Co is made ufe of for corn and pulfe; Y comi, A
{ grain of rice, &c.

Enxp or VoLUNME FirsT.

’k*ﬂ’*‘”&‘ﬁ
* X%

#i
%












Digitized by GOOS[G






Digitized by GOOS[G



Digitized by GOOS[G



